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We're on the move! 


T here was a real sense of 
excitement in the air at 
the press conference in 
July when the' Diocese’s Vision 
and Priorities for the Develop- 
ment of Our Life in Christ Dur- 
ing the Decade of Evangelism 
was officially launched . It wasn’t 
just that the Diocesan Bishop 
and the three Area Bishops were 
sharing the platform together, 
although that in itself is a signif- 
icant event. Nor was it simply 
the fact that this is a milestone 
year in the history of the Dio- 
cese. Above all it was the feeling 
that the tide is on the turn, and 
that the Church is on the move 
again. 

The Bishop of Buckingham put 
it this way : “There were some 
tired years in the seventies and 
eighties, but that is beginning to 
change and some of the policies 
put into operation in the eighties 
are beginning to bear fruit. The 
Church is beginning to grow 
again.” 

In their joint introduction to 
the Statement the Bishops ask 
“every person, parish, deanery, 



The Bishops of Buckingham, Reading, Oxford and Dorchester (left to right) take to the 
platform together at the press conference 


board, council and synod to keep 
its life under review in the light of 
the priorities**, which cover eve- 
rything from personal spirituali- 
ty to the integration of faith and 
work. 

The Bishop of Oxford stressed 


that the Statement was the result 
of a two year consultation, proc- 
ess Each parish had been asked 
to comment on a draft version 
before the Area Bishops’ Visi- 
tations to the deaneries in the 
spring, and the final paper had 


incorporated many of these ide- 
as and suggestions. It had then 
been “overwhelmingly en- 
dorsed” at the Diocesan Synod 
on June 24. 

The consultation process had 
been an encouragement in itself 


said the Bishop of Reading: “At 
the Visitation meetings I detect- 
ed a real feeling of excitement, 
particularly about the way peo- 
ple were working with others 
and sharing in the vision.” 

Half the churches in Oxford- 
shire have fewer than 50 mem- 
bers, and the last 20 years have 
been a difficult time for some 
rural churches in particular. 
However, the Bishop of Dorches- 
ter said that the ideas contained 
in the Vision Statement were 
also applicable to them, and that 
he detected a returning confi- 
dence and a new sense of identi- 
ty. ‘‘They no longer just feel like 
failed larger churches,” he said. 

The bishops underlined the 
Diocese’s commitment to a rela- 
tionship with those in need, 
which is reflected in the Vision 
Statement ’ s priorities. There was 
also a major commitment to 
young people, especially to the 
children in the Diocese’s 284 
Church schools. 

# The full text of the Statement is 
included as a supplement in this 
issue. Please keep for reference. 


And the 
Queen is 
coming, 
too 

The Queen will attend a 
Service of Thanksgiving 
for the Diocese’s 450th 
Anniversary at Christ 
Church Cathedral on 
December 3. The service 
of Sung Mattins will 
begin at 11.45am and 
will be attended not only 
by senior clergy and 
members of Diocesan 
Synod and the various 
Boards and Council, but 
also by 20 lay and clergy 
representatives from 
each of the 29 deaneries. 
Her Majesty, who is the 
Cathedral’s official 
Visitor, last came to the 
Cathedral in 1984, for a 
private function. Her last 
official visit was in 1976. 


Christ Church welcomes new canons 


Five new Honorary Canons of 
Christ Church have just been 
named, to be installed at the 
Cathedral on October 24. They 
include three former teachers, 
an ex-farmer and rugby cap- 
tain, a one-time advertising cop- 
ywriter and a Commissary to 
an Indian Bishop. The Cathe- 



Christopher tfeutetson 


dral has 24 Honorary Canons 
drawn from all over the Dio- 
cese and appointed by the Bish- 
op. The honour is a way of 
saying ‘thankyou’ for out- 
standing service. 

Christopher Hewetson 

Former Rural Dean of Bracknell 
and the Diocesan Vocations Ad- 
viser. All Saints Ascot acquired 
a new church hall during his years 
as vicar there; St Peter’s, Didcot 
a new church; and plans are al- 
ready being drawn up at Holy 
Trinity , Headington Quarry, his 
present church, for a new hall. 
The Eucharist and healing mis- 
sion are central to his ministry, 
so is work with young people (he 
taught for seven years). He has 
organised youth holidays in the 


Lake District, hired a train to take 
pilgrims to Canterbury , hosted a 
visit from the Queen Mother in 
1984, and organised pilgrimages 
to Taize. 

Roland Meredith 

Team Rector and Rural Dean of 
Witney. Trained at Cuddesdon 
Theological College, but before 
returning to the Diocese in 1979, 
served in Sunderland, Birming- 
ham, Hertfordshire and Lanca- 
shire where he was Rural Dean of 
Preston and an Honorary Canon 
of Blackburn Cathedral. Member 
of the Diocesan Institute, Chair- 
man of the Further Education 
Committee and serves on the com- 
mittee of the Oxford Area Chris- 
tian Training Scheme which start- 
ed life in his Witney vestry. An 



Roland Meredith 


enthusiastic traveller, he has been 
often to India and serves as Com- 
missary to the Bishop in Nadyal 
in the Church of South India. 

Peter Bugg 

Diocesan Agricultural Chaplain. 
A childhood in Dorset developed 
love of countryside and he first 


trained as a farmer. While work- 
ing at an agricultural experimen- 
tal station in British Columbia, 
decided to study theology at the 
University there, where he also 
captained first rugby XV. Or- 
dained in England and as a cu- 
rate at Christ Church, Reading, 



met Jane, his wife to be. One of 
first married couples to be trained 
at the College of the Ascension 
in Birmingham and after a sec- 
ond curacy in Ludlow, they set 
up farmer training centre in Zam- 
bia. Vicar of Brill with Boarstall 
since 1972 (now plus Chilton 
and Dorton). Continues to work 
for conservation and for rural 
communities, and sees his hon- 
our as a recognition of all those 
working in rural ministry. 

Richard Kingsbury 

Insists that he is a ‘traditional 
jobbing vicar’ . Ordained in New- 
castle and served two Tyneside 
curacies. Chaplain at King’s Col- 
lege, London. Vicar of Hunger- 
ford in 1975. Has been Rector of 
Caversham and Mapledurham 


since 1983, where he was instru- 
mental in forming Caversham 
Group Ministry. Before training 
at Lincoln Theological College 
he was an advertising copywriter 
and then Assistant Information 
Officer of the International 
Planned Parenthood Federation. 
Has served on General Synod 
and on many Diocesan commit- 
tees but outside the parish his 
first concern is with prisons. Has 
been on Parole Board, and is new 
Chairman of the Diocesan Order 
and Law Group besides being a 
Governor of Ripon Theological 
College and Chairman of the An- 
glo-Scandinavian Pastoral Con- 
ferences. 

Judith Mount 

Has lived in the Diocese for most 
of her life, but gained degree and 
teaching certificate at London 
University before teaching histo- 
ry and RE in Middlesex, Chester 
and Suffolk. A Counselling and 
Guidance Diploma course at 
Reading University led to ten 
years running the school in the 
adolescent unit at the Wameford 
Psychiatric Unit, Oxford and 
thence to setting up the all-age 
Day Maladjusted School in 
Aylesbury. 

At 46, changed course and trained 
at Cuddesdon before going to 
Carterton as Deaconess and then 
to Charlton-on-Otmoor and Odd- 
ington as Deaconess in charge. 
Associate Director of Ordinands 
and Adviser for Women in Or- 
dained Ministry. 


Vision and Priorities — special supplement inside 
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A unique shop, to excite the senses: 

Rugs, quilts, cushions, containers, lighting. 



And more. 

Craft made; skilfully designed; affordable. 


OXFORD: KING EDWARD ST (JUST OFF HIGH) 
WOODSTOCK: ON THE A44 
CHELTENHAM: REGENT ARCADE 
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Women priests: 
calm before 
the storm? 


One would have expected the 
vote in separate houses on the 
ordination of women to the priest- 
hood to have been very dramatic. 
I found it surprisingly low key. 
Yes, there was tension before- 
hand, and a degree of confusion 
afterwards, but it seemed to have 


events, what form of service 
should be used when the 
congregation will include people 
of different faiths? Or after a 
local disaster which has affected 
a cross-section of the community, 
including Muslims and Sikhs? 
The Synod did not agree on 


Hilary Unwin reports on the 
July General Synod in York 


no more significance than an 
opinion poll. The results showed 
that more than the required two- 
thirds majority was obtained in 
the Houses of Bishops and of 
Clergy, but the majority in the 
House of Laity was 61 per cent. 

If the same people are present 
for the final vote in November, 
and they vote the same way, then 
the measure cannot be passed as 
it stands. But the strong support 
in two houses, and the amount of 
support demonstrated by the di- 
ocesan votes, mean that the mat- 
ter will return to Synod at an 
early date. So, a degree of disap- 
pointment and satisfaction on 
both sides. 

Synod came together after- 
wards for 372 days of hard work 
and intense debate on a range of 
subjects. Finance, as usual, raised 
strong emotions. The recession, 
as you will have heard elsewhere, 
has hit the Church’s pocket as 
much as anybody’s. We were 
called upon to give five per cent 
of our income, or more if we are 
well off. 

“Ask for a little and you will get 
a little,” said the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. “We have every rea- 
son to ask for far more, even for 
the tithe of ten per cent.” 

The report, MultFFaith 
Worship (£3.50 CIO) was 
discussed. Since most Anglican 
churches and cathedrals are often 
the largest and most appropriate 
buildings in a town for solemn 


solutions, but commended the 
Report to the parishes. 

The fashion for co-habitation 
before (or instead of) marriage 
had clearly had an impact on 
many Synod members’ families, 
since a debate on the subject was 
treated with much understanding 
and feeling. We were not talking 
about promiscuity or casual 
relationships, but about the many 
couples who, for a variety of 
reasons, have set up home 
together on a permanent basis. It 
was said that we should do 
everything we could to make 
these relationships stable and 
happy; that nothing was achieved 
by being condemnatory, but that 
Christian marriage was still the 
ideal. 

Edmund Tang, China Secre- 
tary for the Council of Churches 
of Britain and Ireland and the 
Archbishop of York, who has 
led a delegation in Hong Kong, 
told us about their concern for 
the future of the people in Hong 
Kong. It is hoped that parishes 
will extend pastoral care to any 
who come here from Hong Kong, 
and will take an interest in the 
churches there, especially after 
1997. 

Synod had a short debate on 
ways of doing its business better 
and hopes to reduce the groups 
of sessions from three to two. 
Hilary Unwin is a General Syn- 
od Member and Amersham 
Deanery Lay Training Officer. 


DIOCESAN SYNOD REPORT 

Budget hike supported 


The Oxford Diocesan Synod held its June meeting in the Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone — nine years after its first and only other 
meeting in Milton Keynes, when the agenda included discussion of 
the new city church. 

In his keynote Presidential Address, the Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, made it clear that a great deal of thought has 
gone into the effects of the vote next November on the ordination of 
women. Whichever way it went, there would be people needing 
pastoral care. 

In the case of a ‘No’ vote the Diocesan bishops would be arranging 
interviews with all those most directly concerned — principally 
women deacons hoping soon to become priests. In the case of a ‘Yes’ 
vote, the interviews would be with those known to find women priests 
unacceptable . Bishop Richard made it clear that the outcome will 
almost certainly be decided by a very small number of votes: there 
will be no ‘victory’. (We hope to include Bishop Richard* s address 
in full in the October DOOR. Ed.) 

The Bishops’ Council recommended to the Synod a budget that 


would result in a parish share increase of 1472 per cent, including 
inflation; this high figure being due to a large cutback in the 
contribution from the Church Commissioners. An alternative budget 
suggested that the shortfall be matched by some cuts in Diocesan 
work, but which would mean an increase of about 1172 per cent — 
still more than double the rate of inflation. 

The recommended budget was voted in, so you can expect an 
increase in your parish share of 1472 per cent. If you don’t like it, ask 
your Synod representatives which way they voted, and why. 

On behalf of Milton Keynes Deanery Synod, Penelope Keens 
proposed a motion on the difficult subject of Sunday Trading. The 
idea is to enshrine in law the right of all employees to a day off work 
each week for the purposes of worship. 

The motion did not actually mention Sunday, as there are many 
people of other faiths for whom another day would be appropriate. 
It was carried unanimously. 

Mike Ballance 

Mike Ballance is Editor of Christian Keynes . 


and a plea for prison reform backing 


Staff camping out in caravans; endless building work; too many innocent men 
behind bars; money pumped in where it is often least needed; bureaucracy and 
political vacillation... These are just some of the problems highlighted in Prisons, 
a new report from the Order and Law Group of the Diocesan Board of Social 
Responsibility. On behalf of the Group, the Archdeacon of Berkshire, the Vener- 
able Dr David Griffiths, presented the report to Synod and asked for support in 
responding to the needs of prison officers and their families, and of the families of 
prisoners. His motion also urged that the current review of the Criminal Justice 
system should ensure enough funding for “the integration of justice, security and 
control within the system”. 

This is an edited version of what he said: 


Within the three counties of the Diocese 
are nine prisons and the special psychi- 
atric hospital, Broadmoor. Between 
them, these ten establishments account for 
over 3,000 inmates, or about six per cent of 
the total UK prison population. Yet few of 
these prisons house local people, and many 
staff members live here reluctantly, or even 
camp out in caravans, because they are far 
from their home areas. 

The important matter for Synod to consider 
is the opening of two new prisons — 
Bullingdon and Woodhill. Not including 
Broadmoor, these two prisons account for as 
many inmates as the other seven put together. 
The Chaplain-General for Prisons has been 
in touch with every Diocesan Bishop to ask 
the wider Church to consider the problems 
and opportunities which confront the Prison 
Service today. This initiative was matched 
by concern from within our own Board for 
Social Responsibility. The Order and Law 
Group has now been meeting for over a year. 

We know very well that prisons cannot be 
considered in isolation, because their working 


conditions reflect penal policy which in turn 
reflects the values and attitudes of society 
itself. For example, overcrowding in prisons 
is a major problem. But what causes the 
overcrowding? Is there more crime, or more 
reported offences? Are there more custodial 
sentences, or are the sentences themselves 
longer than they used to be? Is there less 
parole.? 

Practically all of our prisons have the 
builders in, trying either to complete the 
plant, or to improve the security or the 
sanitation. Chaplains complain that sanita- 
tion and security has to be paid for at the 
expense of education and food, and they rate 
good relationships more highly even than 
sanitation. But one of the main obstacles to 
good relations is the familiar complaint that 
too many innocent men are in prison. 

Money is being pumped into the prison 
system, but not necessarily directed where it 
is most needed. Several prisons have been 
given splendid hospital facilities which re- 
main almost unused; one has a new top 
security block but only four top-security 


prisoners, who are kept elsewhere in the pris- 
on. One of our open prisons was designed to 
house a type of client who is now being given 
non-custodial care, so its future is uncertain. 

The two large new prisons are impressive 
and almost user-friendly, but they have hardly 
any workshops to provide work for the men. At 
Bullingdon there is even contract catering — 
which removes the dozen or so prisoners’ jobs 
that the kitchens would normally have provided. 

Bullingdon has been planned on convention- 
al lines, whereas Woodhill cost twice as much 
and has been designed on American lines as 
the first of the New Generation Prisons. It has 
a campus layout, and works on a progressive 
principle which gives inmates privileges for 
good behaviour, instead of starting them off 
with the full range of privileges and then 
removing them. 

Experiments are fine so long as they lead 
somewhere. The acute psychiatric unit at Gren- 
don is the envy of Europe, but it has been 
limping along for about 30 years in dingy 
premises, and its undoubted success has not 
been followed up elsewhere in our prison 
service. 

We have a complex and misunderstood pub- 
lic service run by dedicated and competent 
people. Their morale is higher then we have 
any right to expect from men and women 
whose efforts are being continually frustrated 
by bureaucracy and political vacillation. Your 
Order and Law Group would like the Diocese 
to share its deep concern for the well- ^ 
being of staff and prisoners alike. ^ 

• The motion was carried 
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THE OXFORD CHRISTIAN 
INSTITUTE FOR COUNSELLING 


“Understanding 
Ourselves 
and Others" 

A series ot seminars aimed at helping us to understand ourselves, and 
also to be able to help with the wide variety of needs which people bring 
to us in the church today. 


1992 Evening Seminars 

6 October Man in the Image of God 


13, 20, 27 
October 

10 November 


Coping with Anger & 
Conflict 

Developing an Intimate 
Relationship with God 


John Hall & 

Tim Bradshaw 

Charles Hampton 
Branse & 

Barbara Burbridge 


1993 Evening Seminars 

Is Your Job Right For You? 


26 January, 

2, 9 February 

2 March 
9 March 
16 March 
4 May 

11 May 

18 May 
1, 8, 15 June 


Understanding Childhood 
Understanding Adolescence 
Understanding Mid-Life 
The Gift of Singleness 

The Gift of Sexuality 

The Gift of Marriage 
Developing Listening Skills 


Sima UK ( Christian 
vocational guidance) 
Anne & Philip Daley 
Charles Hampton 
Charles Hampton 

Barbara Stewart & 
Betty Bailey 

John Hall/ 

David Atkinson 

Anne & Philip Daley 

Liz Johnson (or 
OCIC staff member) 


If you are interested in attending any of these seminars please write to: 

OCIC Seminars, 11 Norham Gardens, Oxford OX2 6PS, 
giving your name, address, and telephone number, and stating the 
subject and date(s) of the seminar(s). 
l (You will be sent an application form). 


ST MATTHEW’S CHILDREN’S FUND, UK 

President: Princess Alexandra 
Chairman: The Very Revd Eric Evans, Dean of St Paul’s 

Ethiopian Children 
Need Sponsors 

Will you help to rebuild the life of a child shattered by 
war or famine? 

Could you commit yourself to £30 per month? 

OR 

Share a sponsorship between friends? 

OR 

Support a child as a parish venture? 

Sponsorship Co-ordinator: Gill Elers 
38 Rathmore Road, Cambridge CB1 4 AD 
IT (0223) 211162 


ST JOHN’S COLLEGE CHOIR. CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys' voices for this world famous Choir 
will be held on Saturday 3 October 1992 at St 
John's College, at 9.00am. 

Choristers are educated at St John's College 
School and are awarded Scholarships which are 
worth £4,896 a year. 

Candidates should not be younger than 7 years, 
nor be older than 10 years 0 months, on the date of 
the trial. 

Please apply to the College Organist for particulars. 


WEDDING DRESSES 
CHRISTENING ROBES 



all individually designed and 
made to your requirements in 
all sizes 

Please contact: 
Beatrix Gold B.A. (Hons) 
Milton Keynes 
0908 671334 


Metal & Arts (1982) Ltd. 



DESIGN LIGHTING IN 
TRADITIONAL STYLE 

26 Newman Street London W1P 3HA 
Telephone: 071-580 3642, 071-631 3512 
Fax: 071 436 4471 
(also answorphono) 


i 


OVERBOUGHT 
TRAVEL SELL-OFF 


FLORIDA/BA1IAMAS 

I ■ Z days cruise 
1 15 days Bahamas 
I ■ 5 days Florida 

°^ 149 .“ - 

★ ★ SPEClAJL 1 

iONUS OFFER ★ ★ 


FIRST 100 Callers will receive 
1 WEEK'S FREE CAR HIRE IN FLORIDA 

Excludes CDW 

can 0223 300 302 now 

Holiday and bonus otter subject to availability and booking 
conditions Excludes Port/Hotel taxes 
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Joy of a shared occasion 


A fleet of cars, coaches and two double 
decker buses converged on the Rivermead 
Leisure Centre in Reading one morning in 
June. They were coming not for a sporting 
event, but to the Deanery Eucharist which 
is held only once every three or four years. 

Some 1400 people from 38 churches sat 
on the tiered seats of the auditorium, which 
was transformed for the occasion. 

The Eucharist was introduced by the 
Rural Dean, Canon Eric Essery, while 
Sara Brown from Greyfriars Church led 
the augmented orchestra and choir, and 


the Celebrant was the Bishop of Reading. 

In hjs sermon, the Revd David Winter, 
the Bishop’s Officer for Evangelism, era- 
phasisied the need for repentance and 
faith, using the analogy of the garage 
check list for servicing a car to point out 
that to live the Christian life we need a 
check list for our actions. He referred to 
the many New Testament examples of 
Christian standards for living and spread- 
ing the Gospel. 

During the celebration, Bishop John 
left the auditorium to speak to the chil- 


dren in their separate hall. No one will 
forget the sight of his return, carrying his 
crook and holding the hand of one of the 
smallest members, while the remaining 
children walked behind, intertwined by a 
rope vine — a memento from their morn- 
ing workshop. 

The whole morning was so full of such 
joy, culminating in the singing of ‘You 
shall go out with joy’ as the clergy re- 
cessed, that a spontaneous burst of ap- 
plause broke out. 

Heather Dyer 


Clear skies greet St 
Birinus pilgrims 

Almost 500 pilgrims walked at least part of the 12-mile St Birinus 
Pilgrimage route on Sunday, July 12. They were joined by another 
300 people for the evening pilgrimage service in Dorchester Abbey. 
“It was a perfect day for walking,” said the Revd John Crowe, Rector 
of Dorchester. “We have never had such clear views from Chum 
Knob and the Wittenham Clumps.” 

The Pilrimage was led by the Bishop, and Christians of all denom- 
inations took part, many of them childen and teenagers. After the 
service there was a barbecue and bar in the Roman Catholic Presby- 

tery garden. As a result of the 


Diocese in talks on racism' dash 


Slough and Eton Church of Eng- 
land Controlled School, where 
97 per cent of the 400 children 
are of Asian origin, has hit the 
national headlines. It has been 
accused of institutional racism 
by some members of the local 
Asian community who have crit- 
icised its ‘Eurocentric curricu- 
lum’, and who have collected a 
thousand signatures on a peti- 
tion demanding more represen- 
tation on the teaching staff and 
governing body. 

The school has an excellent 
record both academically and 
socially, according to the Revd 
Tony Dickenson, Team Vicar of 
Chalvey St Peter, Slough, and 
one of four foundation gover- 
nors appointed by the Diocese. 
Speaking on the BBC Radio 4 
Sunday programme on August 
14, he said there was great sym- 
pathy for the culture of the com- 
munity served by the school . He 
also pointed out that not a single 
child had been withdrawn from 
the school in the last year. “That 
suggests that dissatisfaction with 
what’s going on at the school is 
not so extreme as some people 
have suggested,” he said. 

Also appearing on the pro- 
gramme was General Singh Ru- 
prah, Vice-Chairman of the Gov- 
ernors, who rejected any sug- 
gestion that the Asian communi- 
ty were trying to take over the 
school. “What we are saying is 
that we want 50 per cent Asians 
to be on the sub-committees such 
as curriculum and finance, so 
that we can make the right deci- 
sions for our kids in an equal 
partnership with the Europeans.” 

Mr Ruprah was supported by 
the Chairman of Slough’s Paki- 
stan Welfare Association , Ifta- 
har Ahmed, who said that of 16 
governors, 11 were ‘Anglo Sax- 
on Europeans’ and that the ‘im- 
balance ’ also applied to the teach- 
ing staff, and was a threat to the 
children’s all-round education. 
“Any reasonably good practices 


Magazine contest 

The second Church Magazine 
of the Year Award has been 
launched by the Oxford- based 
Christian Initiative Trust. It is 
open to all Christian denomi- 
nations, to encourage church- 
es to improve their publica- 
tions. However, the judges will 
take into account the budget 
available, * 

Two prizes of £1000 each for 
best magazine and best news- 
letter will go to charitable 
projects nominated by the win- 
ning churches. Closing date is 
September 30, and applica- 
tion forms are available from 
Nicholas Coloff, The Chris- 
tian Initiative Trust, 103 High 
Street, Oxford OX1 4BW. 


which are proposed to them are 
always refused, on the basis of 
the voting power distribution. We 
are concerned that our children 
are not taught our religion, cul- 
ture or heritage.” 

The Diocesan Director of Ed- 
ucation (Schools), the Revd Tony 
Williamson, said on the pro- 
gramme: “Like it or not we are in 
England, and every school has to 
carry out the National Curricu- 
lum — that is the first criterion.” 

Afterwards, Tony Williamson 
told The DOOR: 

“The school lays great empha- 
sis on relating its teaching to the 
age, aptitude and family back- 
ground of its pupils. As to the 
governing body, the law provides 
that in this controlled school there 
are four governors appointed by 
the county council, four appoint- 
ed by the diocese, four elected by 
the parents, two elected by the 
teachers, one co-opted and the 
head teacher. 

The 1986 Education Act was 
deliberately designed to prevent 
any of these groups from having 
a majority on the governing body. 
However, if the school opted out 
and became grant-maintained, 
then a majority of the governors 
would be appointed by the dio- 
cese. Meanwhile, the acting head, 
the governors, Berkshire County 
Council and the diocese are giv- 
ing serious consideration to all 
the issues that have arisen.” 


Synod vigil 

The General Synod is expected 
to vote on the ordination of wom- 
en to the priesthood on Novem- 
ber 11. The October DOOR will 
include features on the subject, 
including the Bishop of Oxford ’ s 
Presidential Address at the last 
Diocesan Synod. There will also 
be an eve-of-synod Vigil at Christ 
Church Cathedral on Friday, 
November 6 starting with Even- 
song at 5pm and finishing with 
Compline at 10pm. All welcome. 



Clergy from the Witney Deanery took to the water with their wives on the evening of July 2 
when they held their annual party on board a narrowboat which took them on a cruise 
along the Upper Thames from RadcoL With them sailed the Bishop of Dorchester , the 
Archdeaon of Oxford and Mrs Pauline Holloway, Lay Chairman of the Witney Deanery. 


Time for reflection 


The Quiet Garden is the name of 
an exciting new venture begin- 
ning in the Oxford Diocese this 
month. Air Commander Geof- 
frey Cooper and his wife Noreen 
have given a wing of their home, 
Stoke Park Farm in Stoke Po- 
ges, to be used as a centre for 
prayer and spirituality every 
Thursday and Friday (except dur- 
ing school holidays). 

This new centre for contem- 
plative Christianity was the idea 
of the Revd Philip Roderick, 
Principal of the Buckingham- 
shire Christian Training Scheme, 
who recently returned from a 


visit to spirituality centres in In- 
dia and the USA. 

Beginning on September 18, 
Friday sessions will be deliber- 
ately kept unstructured apart 
from a meeting for contempla- 
tive prayer at noon. Thursdays 
will feature a teaching series on 
prayer, the use of silence and 
solitude, and on spiritual coun- 
selling. 

Stoke Park Farm is a short walk 
from St Giles’ Church where 
Thomas Gray penned his famous 
‘Elegy in a Country Churchyard’, 
and the Vicar, the Revd Cyril 
Harris, has made the church and 


churchyard grrounds available 
to the new centre. For details 
write to the Revd Philip Roder- 
ick, 18 Sunters Wood Close, 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 
4DZ, or just turn up on a Friday. 


collection in the Abbey and prof- 
its from the barbecue, £500 was 
sent towards the costs of the 
young South African Christians 
who visited the Oxford Diocese 
in August before joining the 
Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
youth pilgrimage to Taize. 

“What was good about this 
year,” said John Crowe, “was 
the way some parishes grouped 
together to travel to the Pilgrim- 
age. Full marks especially to All 
Saints’, Maidenhead and the 
Good Shepherd, Cox Green, who 
between them filled a double 
decker bus” 

• The 1993 St Birinus Pilgrim- 
age will be on Sunday , July 11. 


Student mission 

A team of 16 young people from 
Hertford College, Oxford took 
part in an eight day mission in 
the United Benefice of Wheat- 
ley, Forest hill and Stanton St 
John — invited by the Vicar, the 
Revd Michael Farthing. 

The programme, supported by 
the United Reformed and Ro- 
man Catholic churches, includ- 
ed visits to local schools to take 
assemblies. A barbecue at 
Wheatley Primary School was 
attended by 200 young people, 
38 of Whom gave in their names 
to receive follow-up counselling. 
The team also took part in house- 
to-house visits, house meetings 
and visits to senior citizens’ res- 
idential homes. 

“The Mission has provided an 
important opportunity for those 
who had lapsed or drifted away 
from the Christian faith to make 
a new beginning with God, “ 
said the Revd Michael Chantry , 
Chaplain at Hertford College. 


Evangelism 'a burning desire' 


The organisers of a major Mission, Win Berkshire 
for Christ, are calling on Christians in the Diocese 
to bring ‘not yet believers’ to the meetings between 
September 7 and 12. 

The Mission, which has been in preparation for 
three years, has involved 70 churches of many 
denominations, and hundreds of volunteers.There 
will be outreach events in Wokingham, Bracknell, 
Finchampstead and Crowthome, but the main thrust 
will be led by the evangelist J. John in a thousand 
seater marquee on St Sebastian’s Playing Field, 
Nine Mile Drive, Wokingham. The Christian mes- 
sage will be clearly explained in song and mime as 
well as in speech, and there will be trained counsel- 
lors at hand. There will also be special events for 
elderly people, children and teenagers. 

“We need 500 Christians, who bring 500 ‘not yet 
believers’ each night; the tent will be full; there will 


be a harvest,” said Derek Burden, Vicar of St 
Sebastian’s, Wokingham, and chairman of the 
planning group. His original vision in 1989 was 
for a mission for his own parish . “However, I soon 
became aware that God did not intend the Mission 
to be limited to St Sebastian’s alone. We needed 
to work together because he was raising people in 
every church to a burning desire for evangelism.” 

“Have we any greater task than that of Evange- 
lism? We talk about it, we even include prayers 
about it in our services. Let’s DO it, and let’s do it 
together,” Derek Burden said. 

The main evening sessions begin at 7pm . J John 
will be speaking at Finchampstead Village Hall 
on Septmber 8, and then each night in the Woking- 
ham marquee until September 12. Full details of 
the Mission programme from Alan Clacey on 
0344 428785. 


MONEY MATTERS? 



For independent and impartial advjce on how to invest wisely, including 
Savings 
Pensions 
Family Protection 
Inheritances 

Church Finances/Fund Raising 
Ethical Investments 
Being a caring employer 

Contact: Mark Roach (0608) 644575 


Quest Financial Services 
Bank Chambers 
Market Place 
Chipping Norton 
Oxon 0X7 5NA 


uest financial services- 
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ORGAN BUILDER 

Re-builds, restorations, regular tuning and maintenance visits 
6 SUNNYMEDE AVENUE, CHESHAM. BUCKS HP5 3LE 
Telephone: 0494-785118 
Member Incorporated Society of Organ Builders 




CHILD CARE ROMANIA 

is now recruiting volunteers to work in Romania for 8-12 week 
periods. 

Urgently needed are professional people from all the child care 
related professions. 

Please contact the CCR office if you would be interested in details; 

Reg Charity No 1002296 
4*5 Upper High Street, Thame, Oxon 0X9 3ES 
Tel/Fax: 084421 7772 
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HEBRON HALL CHRISTIAN CENTRE 
Hebron Hall is an attractive early 19th Century house, set in 7.5 
acres of grounds. To accommodate up to 80 people. Some rooms en 
suite. Heated indoor swimming pool. Tennis courts, gym and games 
room. Self catering or catered welcome. Perfect for: 
Houseparties, Church Fellowships, Conferences, 

Youth Camps, School Groups and Wedding Receptions 
For further details and free colour brochure 
Tel: (0222) 515665. Or write to Hebron Hall Christian Centre (HH), 
Cross Common Road, Dinas Powys, S. Glam CF6 4YB 


Windsor 


27th September - 8th October 1992 

Events held in Windsor Castle and 
Eton College 

Highlights include: English Chamber Orchestra, London Mozart Players, 
London Bach Orchestra, Windsor Festival Chorus, Bach Choir. 

Sir Colin Davis, Sir David Willcocks, Alicia de Larrocha 
Parnassus Ensemble, Takaacs Quartet 
Tours of Eton College, Organ Recitals, Illustrated Lectures 

Festival Office: Dial House, Englefleld Green, Surrey TW20 
0DU 

From 8th September. 

Box Office Tel: 0753 851696 


ST LAURENCE CHILDREN’S HOSPICE 


INSTITUTE OF COUNSELLING 
COUNSELLING SKILLS 

• Certificate Courses • 1 Year Diploma Course 

• 2 Year Diploma Courses • Training Resources 

— All Courses on a Home Study Basis — 

For further details write: 

Registrar, Institute of Counselling, . - - - ^ 

Dept D, 15 Hope St, Glasgow G2 6AB. |CAC 


is dedicated to surrounding the dying children of 
Romania with love, prayer and Christian devotion. 

To enable us to continue and extend this vital work we 
need your prayers, your help and your ongoing support. 



I enclose a donation of: 
£50 □ £25 □ £10 □ 


Any other amount I I 
or Please charge my Access/Visa 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i ra 


Name: 

Address: 




... Expiry date:. 
-. Signature: 




Postcode: 


or: for covenant forms/further information , please contact: 



Rev Dr John Walmsley 
ROMANIAN CHILDREN’S AID 
la Broadway Market, 

P Fencepiece Koad, 

U Ilford, Essex IG6 2JT 
Telephone: 081-559 9300. 

Fax: 081-559 9950 


Ref: DR/1 


Eucharist reaches out into the 




The Assistant 
‘Bursar, 
‘EhzaSetfi 
Beattie, is 
pictured at top 
of page, nritfi, 
above, ‘Emma 
Mom6y. 
(Pictured left are 
Andrew Moore 
and Andrew 
Jreeman. 


ALEX CARLIER, Mature first 
year theology student... 

I was called out from atheism and received 
into the Roman Catholic church about eight 
years ago. There were no entirely water-tight 
reasons as to why I chose the Catholic church, 
except that it worked very well for me at the 
time. I really couldn’t quite cope with the 
Queen being head of the Church, and I thought 
it was a bit more appropriate to have a Pope. 

There was no blinding flash. Much more a 
St John of the Cross ascent. But you look 


W orcester College is one of 36 
colleges in the University of 
Oxford. Originally Glouces- 
ter College, it was founded in 1283 for 
student monks. When Henry VIII dis- 
solved the monasteries its buildings 
passed to the Crown, but in 1542 were 
given to the first Bishop of Oxford, 
Robert King, as his palace — perhaps 
because the college was close to 
Osney Abbey, the Diocese’s first ca- 
thedral. In 1547, 
when the Dio- 
cese was re- 
founded and its 
cathedral 
moved to Christ 
Church, 

Gloucester Col- 
lege became 
part of St John’s 
College until it 
was refounded 
in 1714 as 
Worcester Col- 
lege. The 
present chapel 

was begun in 1720 and completed and 
dedicated in 1791. In 1864 the interior 
was lavishly redecorated by William 
Burges with a screen of columns, wall 
paintings, new windows and a heavy 
ceiling relief which cost almost as 
much as the original building. All the 
stained glass was designed by Henry 
Holiday. The chapel serves both staff 
and students, and in term time offers 
a range of services including a daily 
Eucharist and a late night prayer vigil. 

TOM WRIGHT, Chaplain... 

F or me, the centre and starting point of the 
life of the chapel is the Eucharist. I feel that 
even if there are only a few people in the 
chapel, when you say ‘Christ has died, Christ 
is risen, Christ will come again’, this isn’t 
something which is merely reinforcing the 
faith of those who are present; it’s something 
which resonates out into the college commu- 


in the life of... 

Worcester 

College 


nity. The great East window of the chapel 
( pictured above right, with Tom) shows the 
crucifixion, and Jesus looking down to the 
left. During the Gulf War we had some 
poppies and sand in exactly the place where 
Jesus is looking. We organised a vigil each 
day, and between two and20 people would be 
there in silent prayer. It was such an ambig- 
uous and difficult situation. It wasn’t just a 
matter of * Please stop the war now’ or ‘ Please 
let the right side win’ ; it was a case of 
holding the whole 
situation up before 
God, and I think it 
taught us all quite a 
lot about the strange 
meaning of prayer. 


When I was a stu- 
dent most of my 
friends came from 
relatively stable 
homes. Now a good 
half of the under- 
graduates come 
from either split 
homes or remar- 
riages, and we need more than ever the 
means by which people can be given a sense 
of personal value and worth. One thing that 
regularly seems to happen after a tragedy is 
that the kids don’t know who they are any 
more. They can ’t believe in themselves. Again 
and again I hear this. And I feel that what we 
can provide is a place where they can be 
affirmed as human beings, and can know and 
feel the love of God in the context of the love 
of the community. 

Sometimes when I have a student come to 
see me in distress and I’m not sure what to say 
to her or to him, and we’re not really sure 
where the problem lies, I will quite often say: 
‘Look, there in the chapel is this wonderful 
window, which is a picture of Jesus dying for 
the sins of the world. Why don’t you just go 
and sit there and look at it and see what it is 
saying to you, and see what you want to say 
to it.* 

Tom Wright was ordained to a research 
fellowship at Merton College before moving 
to a college chaplaincy in Cambridge . He 
then worked as Professor of New Testament 
Studies n Montreal for five years, and came 
to Worcester College six years ago. 


Sole Funeral Service 

BIDSTON CLOSE, OVER NORTON, 
CHIPPING NORTON 

Sympathetic, personal attention from a qualified 
funeral director including pre-planned 
funeral arrangements. 

Memorials designed and supplied. 

Tel (0608) 644112 at any hour 


ST JOHN’S COLLEGE CHOIR. CAMBRIDGE 

A trial of boys' voices for this world famous Choir 
will be held on Saturday 3 October 1992 at St 
John's College, at 9.00am. 

Choristers are educated at St John's College 
School and are awarded Scholarships which are 
worth £4,896 a year.- 

Candidates should not be younger than 7 years, 
nor be older than 10 years 0 months, on the date of 
the trial. 

Please apply to the College Organist for particulars. 




JOHN BURT DHP, MIAH 

Help with anxiety, confidence, depression, phobias, 
personal problems, stress, smoking, 
weight problems. 

A sympathetic and totally confidential service. 

For appointment, FREE consultation or 
brochure telephone: 

0734 770800 


® Sheffield Funerals 

152 HIGH STREET, AYLESBURY. 0296 82160 
or Dial lOO and ask tor... 
’FREEPHONE FUNERAL AND MEMORIAL 
SERVICES' 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

GOLDEN CHARTER 

PREPAID . 

PLANS AVAILABLE --tfcfT 1 * 

| YOUR PRIVATE FUNERAL SERVICE 
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college community 


back and see that God has been working for 
several years in your life, pushing you in 
certain directions that, at the time, you thought 
were entirely your own doing and certainly 
nothing to do with religion or God. I’m afraid 
I was a tremendous materialist in my former 
days. Then I became terribly drawn to 
Renaissance art and to the churches in Florence . 

Although it was for rather materialistic 
reasons, I can look back now and see that 
everything I did was not actually by accident. 

Eventually I became really quite over- 
whelmed by certain experiences that I had in 
churches in Florence, and I decided that, yes, 
if there was some kind of after life and some 
kind of supernatural power, then I had to 
recognise that, and get to know more about it. 

So I began to take instruction at the London 
Oratory, and it changed my life in that my old 
lifestyle suddenly seemed to be inappropriate. 
Not in so far as I believed that being a cookery 
writer and having a radio programme was 
intrinsically wrong. But suddenly I felt that I 
wanted to reconcile thought and deed more. 
And I wanted to become closer to some kind of 
reality of Christ in my life. 

At one point in the early stages of my becom- 
ing a Catholic 1 did have some quite supernat- 
ural experiences, and 1 really felt that I had a 
vocational call. Perhaps to the religious life. 
That is why 1 am here in Oxford, to try and 
work out what that vocation is. Now I think I 
might want to teach or perhaps go into media 
studies or research of some kind. It’s a sense of 
wanting to give something back, and I can’t do 
that until I know something about theology. 

ELIZABETH BEATTIE, 
Assistant Bursar... 

I was brought up in a Christian household . 
My mother was an active Methodist and when 
I came to Keble College as a student, I remem- 
ber her saying: ‘Do try and keep up your 
Christian principles.’ I admit that I only 
attended a Methodist Chapel a couple of times, 
but I did go to the college chapel when I could. 
It was always at the back of my mind, even 
when I moved to London into fashion design 
and I lapsed a bit. 

I came back to Oxford in 1986, and was 
married in Keble College Chapel. It meant a 
great deal to my husband, and we started going 
to chapel regularly. My faith has got stronger 
since I had my daughter Livia. Her health, my 
marriage and my relationship with God have 
become more and more important and put 
other things into perspective.” 

EMMA HORNBY, First year 
music and choral scholar and 
Christian Union Rep... 

I come from a non-conformist background, 
but I have learned to enjoy the smells and bells 
of the Tuesday night sung Eucharist. We tend 
to sing 16th and 17th century music, and it’s 


fantastic being able to sing in a tradition that 
has been going on for hundreds of years. We 
have a strong chapel, with such excellent 
teaching that many people feel they don’t 
need to belong to the Christian Union. At the 
beginning of each year we do quite a lot of 
work with freshers and people who haven’t 
thought about God before. 

ANDREW FREEMAN, Chapel and 
Christian Union committee... 



I was converted here, and was recently Con- 
firmed in the chapel . I had been baptised, and 
I had a vague idea of what I was meant to 
believe, but it didn’t mean anything to me. 
One day I was discussing it with the Assistant 
Chaplain when it hit me like a ton of bricks: . 
there really is a God and He loves me and so, 
if there is a God, Christ’s sacrifice was real 
and that means that the Communion service is 
more than just symbolic. 

When you become a Christian the burden of 
witness is lightened by the fact that your 
friends are excited and interested by what has 
happened to you. Some of them have even 
become interested themselves and that is the 
ultimate compliment. 

ANDREW MOORE, 

Assistant Chaplain... 

I grew up in a vicarage, and rebelled for eight 
years, experimetfting with sex and drugs and 
living in a hippy camp in North Wales. I 
became a Christian in about 1978. 

At about the same time I developed a love of 
philosophy. The D Phil is the fruition of many 
years of thinking, preaching, praying and 
arguing with vicars. 

I help with Agnostics Anonymous, and 
prepare people for Confirmation. My own 
experience helps me to understand where 
people are coming from. For the Christian 
there ought to be a constant movement be- 
tween rest and unrest. U2 have a song, ‘I still 
haven’t found what I am looking for’, but the 
Christian is on the way. The Christian is 
living at the still point, but to put one’s faith 
in Christ is to allow oneself to be questioned 
by Him, to have one’s settled ideas unsettled. 

I don’t see the Christian faith as an escape- 
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hatch into a life of ease. We live in hope of a 
union with God and we have glimpses of it. 

Andrew was ordained in Melbourne in 1 986. 
Besides being Assistant Chaplain he is a 
philosopher and does some teaching ‘in the 
borderlands of philosophy and theology \ 

SIMON TAYLOR, First year 
theology student and Sacristan... 

T he chapel has been a great source of strength 
because it is a community and not just a bunch 
of students who turn up on Sundays and go 
away again. 

PAUL BEDDING , Second year 
law student and Sacristan... 

I am an Evangelical Baptist. One of the great 
things here is that people come from com- 
pletely different backgrounds, come from the 
Free Churches to Anglo Catholics, and come 
together to form a community. 

MARK PHILPOTT, Postgraduate 
student in medieval history... 

^Dne of my favourite prayers is St Teresa’s, 
which says that God has no hands but our 
hands. I have really felt that this community 
has been acting as the arms of God. 



Life cares — will you? 

Life offers a pregnancy care service 
to all women — 

# free pregnancy tests 

# free non-directive counselling 

# counselling after abortion 

# housing before and after birth 

Life gives talks in schools, colleges, churches, 
hospitals and interested groups. 

COULD YOU BE A 
Life VOLUNTEER? 

Contact Life Pregnancy Care Centres at: 
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Aylesbury 394344 
Bracknell 421905 
Oxford 202435 
Slough 23122 


Banbury 261257 
High Wycombe 
448544 ' 
Reading 581699 


A Happy Retirement For 
Gardeners 

Donations, deeds of convenant and legacies 
ensure nursing/residential accommodation, 
sheltered homes, pensions, grants and 
holidays. 

We urgently need donations for ten new 
bungalows to be built in Kings Stanley, 



The Gardeners' Royal Benevolent Society 
Dept. TD, Bridge House, 139 Kingston Road 
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7NT 
Telephone: (0372) 373962 
Reg Charity No. 213328 


IA1TEIV DALES 

Quaker Guesthouse 

GREYSTOKE, PENRITH 
Cumbria CA11 OUE 

Quietly situated on the North Edge 
of the Lakeland National Park 
Latten Dales is a Guest House of 
the Friends Fellowship of Healing. 
Latten Dales also offers 
comfortable self contained 
accommodation and a programme 
of special interest events. 

TEL: 

07684-83229 


CHRISTIAN EMPLOYMENT 

AGENCY 

Nannies, 
Housekeepers, 
Cooks, Care 
Assistants 
and House Couples 

Required for positions in ell areas. 

Fry Staff Consultants 

Tel: 0252 540761 

48 Grovel Road , Farnborough, 
Hants., GU14 6JJ 


St Andrew's Church, Sandford-on-Thames 
Theme: 450 years in The Oxford Diocese 
on Saturday 5th Sept 
and Sunday 6th, between 10am and 6pm 
Evensong: Songs of Praise at 6.30 on 6th Sept 


CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
Boys’ Preparatory and Pre-Prep School 

offers CHORAL SCHOLARSHIPS for 

Christ Church Cathedral Choir 
Exeter College Chapel Choir 
and Worcester College Chapel Choir 

VOICE TRIALS 

SATURDAY, 3rd OCTOBER 

For further details, please write to: 

Allan Mottram, Headmaster 

3 Brewer Street, OXFORD OX1 1QW 
Tel: 0865 242561 


THE NEWMAN-MOWBRAY 
BOOKSHOP 

87 St Aldates, Oxford 0X1 1RB 
Tel: 244654 

Christian Books, Cards, Crucifixes, etc. 
Candles, Communion Wine, Altar Breads, 
Church Stationery. 

Open Monday-Saturday 9.00am-5.30pm 

We accept Visa and Access 



BROMLEY & 
SON 


Funeral Directors 


145 Magdalen Road 
Telephone 
Oxford 792227 

24-hour service to all areas. 
Dedicated Chapels of Rest. 
Pre-arranged funeral plans 
available with price and 
service guarantee. 

Monumental Mason 

Funeral Director 
Stanley Totton 


fisher + 

TOWNSEND 


(Funeral 

Directors) 



Office and Chapel of Rest 


81 High Street 
Witney 

Tel: (0993) 702675 


day and night 
Manager - 
Funeral Director 
PETER SMITH 


Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Memorial Showroom 
Mon-Fri 
9ain-5pm 
Now open on 
Saturday 9-12 





MAKIN ORGANS LTD 
THE CLASSICAL 
ORGAN CENTRE 
FRANKLIN ST 
OLDHAM 
LANCS 0 L 1 2 D P 


Tel: 061-626 5666 
Fax: 061-665 2284 
Your local dealer: Ecclesiastical Organ Company, 54 Cambridge Road, 
New Malden, Surrey, KT3 3QL. Tel: 081 942 8926 


Buying a new organ? 

The choice is yours 
Only MAKIN offers the choice of 
classical organs guaranteed to meet 
differing situations and musical 
needs at truly competitive prices. 
Browse, at your leisure, through 
our showrooms and see, hear and 
try over 30 different models of 
classical organ. 

Hear your selected instrument 
demonstrated in your own Church 
along with appropriate sound 
units. 

Finally make your choice. From an 
English Company with a 
nationwide service, and a proud 
reputation established over many 
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Highlight Features: 
Indoor Pool 
Sauna 
Solarium 
Steam tub 
Outdoor Pool 
Gym 



1 00 acres of 
parkland 


For brochure please contact: 

The Manager, Widworthy Court, Wilmington, Nr. Honiton, Devon. EX14 9JN Tel: 0883-744845 

Autumn Brealv Specials 



Autumn Break 



For those who 
enjoy the freedom 
of self-catering 
we are delighted to 
offer a discount of 
25 % off our 
printed rates 

*Not including the weeks 
commencing 19 and 26 December. 



Accommodation & Evening Meal 



Untie yourself from the 
kitchen, and enjoy all our 
facilities along with the 
freedom of your own well- 
equipped cottage or 
apartment. 

For only £175 per person 
per week* we can offer you 
accommodation along with 
a fine evening meal served 
in our pool-side restaurant 
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The governor’s lot 

September is ‘back to school time’, not only for pupils and teachers 
but also for governors. Jill Johnson describes some of the frustrations 
and rewards of being a governor of a Church of England school 


National Governors’ Week during June aimed to 
raise public awareness of the need for school and 
college governors. But reports in the national and 
educational press of governor resignations due to 
increasing responsibilities and, sadly, the increas- 
ing potential for governor and head-teacher con- 
flict, cannot be encouraging people to come for- 
ward as governors. 

I have been a governor of a church-aided primary 
school for seven years, and if I believed governing 
schools was all anxiety and no reward 1 would have 
resigned years ago. In fact, my increasing involve- 
ment with the school and the Diocesan Board of 
Education fuel my reluctance, in clergy jargon, to 
‘let go’. So, what is school government all about? 

I have always believed that partnership is the key 
to effective governing. The head and his staff, the 
local education authority, the parents, the Church, 
the worshipping community and the local commu- 
nity will probably all be represented on the govern- 
ing body. All are there to ensure that our children’s 
education is the best that the budget can provide. 

Many schools are now responsible for managing 
their own budgets (Local Management of Schools) 


and in Berkshire, governors handle budgets of 
between £60,000 in a small primary school to just 
under £3 million in a large comprehensive school. 
Most of the budget will be spent on staff salaries, 
leaving head teachers and governors little real 
flexibility. But although finance is inevitably part 
of most of our decision-making, governing is not 
all about finance. Governors, in consultation with 
the head, are responsible for curriculum policies (a 
welcome reminder that schools are not just build- 
ings but communities providing educational op- 
portunities for young people) and for personal 
issues, admission policies, maintenance and im- 
provement of the buildings — and particularly in a 
church school (although not exclusively so) aim- 


ing for high standards in RE and worship. 

Most governing bodies have a committee 
structure, and agree delegated powers. This enables 
governors with particular skills and interests to 
become confident and valued members of the 
team. In theory, preliminary work in the committees 
means shorter main meetings. Those who neither 
read their correspondence, attend committees, nor 
set foot in the school, are quickly identified! 

Governor training now has a much higher profile. 
The Oxford Diocesan Board of Education is com- 
mitted to providing training for all those involved 
in our schools. I, together with many other gover- 
nors and head teachers, am grateful to the Director, 
the Revd Tony Williamson and his staff for their 


expertise in all areas of school management. 

I have experienced the most varied and challeng- 
ing situations - some rewarding and some frustrat- 
ing. I have met and come to admire many people in 
the world of education, and I owe much to them for 
my personal development as a governor. My in- 
volvement with Earley St Peter’s Church and 
school started 16 years go and our two sons are 
both past pupils. My background is not in educa- 
tion. I am a radiotherapy radiographer, and my 
long-suffering and supportive husband is a GP. 

All governors are volunteers and no-one should 
underestimate the time and commitment needed, 
but if you can offer a real interest in education, have 
common sense and a sense of humour, contact your 
LEA, any teachers' centre, the Diocesan Board of 
Education or your local head teacher for informa- 
tion on school governing. If you still have doubts, 
an hour spent in school with the children and staff 
should generate the necessary enthusiasm. 

Mrs Jill Johnson is Chairman of Governors, Early 
St Peter* s Church of England Aided Primary 
School and a member of the Oxford Diocesan 
Board of Education. 





PEOPLE 

TO 


CMS is about people. People shaped by 
the Gospel. People in mjssion. 

People to People i$ central to CMS; 
enabling Christians from Britain, Africa and 
Asia to join together, crossing cultures to 
proclaim the Gospel, to form ami renew 
churches and to work for justice in society. 




FREE CMS Information Pack 
I would like to find out more about the work of the Church 
Missionary Society. Please send me pack(s). 

Name: 

Address 


Postcode 


Send to: Sue Parks, CMS, Partnership House, 
157 Waterloo Road, London SE1 8UU 
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Hie winning team from St Edward’s Royal Free Ecumenical Middle School, Windsor, who 
emerged victors in the national finals of the Wrigley’s Softball Cricket Tournament at 
Edgbaston, pictured with (left) the head teacher, Wendy Merwood. 


Thinking through the RE syllabus 


of reception of the syllabus by 
illustrating the complexities of 
creating a new syllabus, and the 
sensitivity with which these 
complexities have been handled. 

The Oxfordshire Agreed 
Syllabus, even before its formal 
publication, has begua to attract 
favourable comments. It has 
been applauded for its 
deliberately simple structure 
relative to other syllabuses which 
have a bewildering number of 
levels of attainment within each 
attainment target. This simplicity 
is intended to help particularly 
the non-specialist teacher. 
Keystage 6 (age-range 16-19) 
has also received a positive 
response, and is likely to provide 
a model for other local education 
authorities who have yet to make 
provision for what used to be 
called the 6th form. 

The proof will be in the eating. 
Early reports from teachers in 
Oxfordshire schools have been 
full of praise for the virtue of the 
cooks, and there is every reason 
to suppose that the Oxfordshire 
Syllabus will earn its place in the 
Egon Ronay Guide. The sylla- 
bus has already begun to bolster 
the position of Religious Educa- 
tion in certain schools where it 
has been felt to be under threat 
because of the enormous con- 
flicting demands placed upon 
shrinking resources in our 
schools. These positive achieve- 
ments need to be borne in mind 
as the syllabus is introduced in 
the coming academic year. 


Sylvia Bareham rightly insists.) 
Moreover, it provides a helpful 
point of connection between the 
experience of the pupil (which 
may include no knowledge of any 
religious practice) and the com- 
munity of faith. 

Those who worked on it are 
aware that it was impossible to 


produce the perfect syllabus. In 
the concluding sessions of the 
Standing Advisory Conference 
for Religious Education, it was 
generally accepted that, while 
the overall shape and content of 
the syllabus could not be altered, 
there might well be need for some 
line tuning’, especially during the 


first year. A great deal of piloting 
and testing went into the 
production of the syllabus, so it is 
hoped that most of the flaws have 
been ironed out, and the need 
for amendments is likely to be 
minimal. Thoughtful contributions 
such as the letter by Sylvia 
Bareham enhance the process 


In a letter in the July 
DOOR RE teacher, Sylvia 
Bareham said the new 
Oxfordshire RE Syllabus 
did not provide adequate 
positive teaching about 
the Christian Sacraments. 
Stuart Currie , John Gay 
and Freda Storrar , 
Diocesan representatives 
on Oxfordshire 
SACRE, reply 


The Revd Sylvia Bareham’s letter 
about the new Oxfordshire Agreed 
Syllabus for Religious Education 
(July DOOR) helpfully illustrates 
several key problems involved in 
compiling such a document. She 
writes: “It is in the nature of Chris- 
tian belief that it cannot be fitted 
neatly under set headings.” The 
truth of that assertion is borne out 
by the Agreed Syllabus itself, in 
which various aspects of Holy 
Communion appear in Keystage 

1 , sections 2,3,4 and 5; Keystage 

2, sections 2,3,6 and 7 and Key- 
stage 3, sections 2 and 4. 

One of the great strengths of the 
Agreed Syllabus in Oxfordshire is 
that there is clear progression and 
development of understanding as 
pupils move through the syllabus. 
The content at each keystage was 
produced by a separate working 
group, but despite the extra meet- 
ings involved (for which people, 
especially teachers, were often 
not reimbursed) care was taken 
to ensure full liaison between the 
five working groups — a collabo- 
ration which made it possible to 
treat such difficult subjects as sac- 
raments without forcing them 
“neatly under set headings”. As 
pupils are taught about Commun- 
ion at the different keystages, so 
their understanding should be 
deepened and their learning ex- 
perience enriched. 

Sylvia Bareham’s letter refers to 
“the initial summary of the sylla- 
bus”. The full text of the Agreed 
Syllabus has itself been kept de- 
liberately concise, because what 
it contains is the statutory content. 
It was recognised all along that 
other supportive material would 


be needed, but that such mate- 
rial belonged properly in a sepa- 
rate section. This is because 
there is a degree of choice avail- 
able in the syllabus: if all the 
support material were to be in- 
cluded in the statutory section, 
that element of choice would 
disappear and the amount of 
syllabus to be covered would be 
impossibly enormous. During 
this academic year the County 
RE Adviser and her half-time 
assistant will be training teach- 
ers in the new syllabus and com- 
piling more back-up material. 

Sylvia Bareham invites us to 
reflect on another area of diffi- 
culty, the Sacraments. How 
many ‘Sacraments’ are there? 
Roman Catholics say seven, 
many Protestants identify two, 
Anglicans traditionally say two 
plus five. Baptists refer to ‘ordi- 
nances’. The Society of Friends 
regard all creation as sacramen- 
tal. Neither they nor the Salva- 
tion Army attach particular im- 
portance to Baptism or Com- 
munion. What should therefore 
be included in an Agreed Sylla- 
bus under a separate heading 
‘Sacraments’ in the section on 
Christianity? 

This breadth within the Church 
itself points to another issue be- 
hind Sylvia Bareham’s letter: 
What is proper to Religious Ed- 
ucation in schools, and what is 
more appropriately handled by 
the churches themselves? Cat- 
echetical instruction is surely the 
province of the various church- 
es, and it is here that teaching 
on the Sacraments belongs. 

Sylvia Bareham is right to as- 
sert that Sacraments are not rites 
of passage. But if we take the 
example of Baptism, we can say 
that, though not a ‘rite of pas- 
sage’ from the womb it does 
mark initiation into the Church. It 
would be odd to omit any men- 
tion of Baptism in relation to the 
Dedication services (or, though 
they are not included in the syl- 
labus, to the ASB service of 
Thanksgiving for the Birth of a 
Child.) By including Baptism 
here, the syllabus makes it pos- 
sible to illustrate the distinctive- 
ness of Christianity (on which 


Reaching the children 

Rosemary Peacocke, the former chairman of the Oxford 
Diocespn Board of Education (Schools), is speaking at a 
conference on ‘Reach and Teach: Communicating the 
Christian Faith with Today’s children’ on Saturday, No- 
vember 14 . The conference is at the Mongomery Hall in 
Kennington, London, and is being organised by the Order 
of Christian Unity. It is suitable for anyone working with 
children such as clergy, Readers and Sunday School or 
Children’s Church leaders. Topics to be covered include 
praying with children, school worship, how children learn, 
and using music and drama. Registration £7.50 (includes 
lunch) and details: 071- 735 6210. 
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Our Church — by the Bishop 

IS42-I992 


& 

— 450 — 

YEARS 

1542-1992 


W hen Bishop Butler was asked to be 
Archbishop of Canterbury in 1747, 
he declined on the grounds that 
“It’s too late to try and support a failing 
Church.” A hundred years later, Thomas Ar- 
nold said that “the Church as it now stands, no 
human power can save.” So people have been 
depressed about the Church before! In many 
ways our Church is in a far healthier state than 
it was in Arnold's or Butler’s time. 

I do not really approve of Henry VIII or his 
dissolution of the monasteries. But one good 
thing did come out of them. He used some of 
the money to endow six new dioceses, includ- 
ing Oxford. The purpose of this was to make 
the work of the Church more efficient and 
effective. Since our foundation 450 years 
ago, good things have happened. 

In the 18th century, the Evangelical revival 
shook the slumbers of the Church of England. 
John Wesley preached some of his first ser- 
mons in and around Oxford. In the 19th 
century we had the Catholic revival, to which 
so many of our parishes owe a debt. From 
that, too, came the rebirth of religious com- 
munities in the Church of England. We are 
very blessed in this Diocese in having more of 
them than the whole of the rest of the Church 
of England put together. 

Then there have been those many Chris- 
tians who have been reluctant to label them- 
selves either Evangelical or Catholic, but 
whose Christian devotion has not been in 
doubt. I think particularly of Samuel Johnson 
who was a student at Pembroke College, 
Oxford, and who must be one of the greatest 


as well as most fervent of lay people that the 
Church of England has produced. 

In the 19th century, the great Bishop Samuel 
Wilberforce reorganised the Diocese on mod- 
em lines and revived many aspects of pastoral 
life. One way, however, in which present lead- 


ership differs from his, is in the wide range of 
consultation that modem communications now 
makes possible. Almost every parish in the 
Diocese has had an input into our Vision and 
Priorities statement which appears as a supple- 
ment in this issue of The DOOR. The responses 


to the Articles of Enquiry at the Episcopal 
Visitation by Areas in 1992 have all been taken 
into account. I very much hope, therefore, that 
every individual, every parish and every Dioc- 
esan organisation will be able to own this 
vision and these priorities, and make them a 
reality. As you will see, there is opportunity for 
personal, parish and organisational targets to 
be set under each priority. 

It is interesting to reflect which of these 
priorities would have been to the fore, 450 
years ago. We would, I think, share an empha- 
sis upon spirituality. There would, however, 
have been very little emphasis then on clergy 
development. Nor, I think, would they have 
been sympathetic to the idea of challenging the 
political and economic order in the name of the 
poor. However, our circumstances are in some 
ways very different. Far more children were in 
church then, and there was no escape from a 
Christian education. 

The founding of a new diocese seemed, 
under God, the right way to respond to the 
pastoral needs of the 15th century. The same 
spirit of God is leading us to respond to the 
needs of of our own time. It is the same 
wonderful Christian truth that we have inher- 
ited, and which we long to share with others. 
For despite all the horrors and tragedies of life, 
God is; God has shown us His human heart in 
Christ and from that heart nothing can separate 
us. 

May God bless us all in the work we under- 
take in His name, that our Vision may be 
realised, and our Priorities take effect. 

+ Richard Oxon 



Four hundred and fifty years on from the founding of the Diocese the 42nd Bishop of Oxford, 
the Right Revd Richard Harries, looks to the future with the Diocese’s newest deacons. The 
Bishop ordained them on June 28 in Christ Church Cathedral.. On the same day nine deacons 
were ordained to the priesthood in Newbury and in Milton Keynes. At the Church of Christ 
the Cornerstone,, Milton Keynes a group of young parishioners from Holy Trinity, Aylesbury 
broke with tradition when they applauded and cheered for joy at the priesting of their curate, 
Simon Reed. 


Diocesan Sunday Prayer Diary 

September 6 (Deaf Sunday): Council for the Deaf, and Roger Williams, the 
Diocesan Chaplain for the Deaf; those who work with people with physical and 
metal disabilities; Sue Woodcock (Bolivia) linked with St Aldates, Oxford. 
September 13 : The Diocesan Parish Resources Department; those who work in 
personnel and training; Makeni Ecumenical Centre, Zambia, linked with 
Dorchester Team Ministry. 

September 20: The Diocesan Commnications Department; all who work in 
television, radio and telecommunications; Bishop John Brown, Nicosia, Diocese 
of Cyprus and the Gulf. 

September 27: The Diocesan Board for Social Responsibility; all engaged in 
social work; those preparing for ordination ; Barney Pityana. World Council of 
Churches, Geneva (linked with Woughton LEP, Milton Keynes) 

Your prayers are asked for the following who will be ordained priest on Sunday, 
October 4: 

At Holy Trinity, Cookham, by the Bishop of Reading: Richard Fordham (Cookham); 

Philip Ringer (Chalfont St Peter); Thomas Shortland (Welford etc). 

At Christ Church Cathedral by the Bishop of Oxford:: John Longuet-Higgins (Kidlington); 
Vaughan Roberts (St Ebbe’s, Oxford); William Stileman, St Andrew’s, Oxford. 

And for those who will be ordained deacon on the same day 
At Christ Church Cathedral by the Bishop of Oxford: Dorothy Derrick (Great Missend- 
en); Pat Howard (Great Horwood); Elizabeth Jackson (Royal Berkshire Hospital and SS 
Luke and Bartholomew, Reading); Janet Lawrence ( Bletchley); Christopher Clare 
(Chesham Bois); John Cooper (Burghfield); Christopher Lea (Mortimer); Michael Oke 
(Mortimer); Nigel Sanders (St Mary’s, Maidenhead); Ian Thomas (Fenny Stratford); Tim 
Ling (Gerrards Cross). 

At St Peter* s , Hook Norton by the Bishop of Dorchester: David Addley (Claydon and 
Mollington); Christopher Turner (Hook Norton etc); Ann Shukman (Steeple Aston etc). 


SPACE FOR 
PRAYER 


A Collect for the Diocese 

God our Father, 

We thank you that in your providence 
You established the Diocese of Oxford 
For the furtherance of your Kingdom 
Here on earth, 

And that within its bounds, 

In every generation, 

You have called people to love and serve you 
In your Church; 

Continue this your gracious work of salvation V 

Among us in our day 

And bring us all to your eternal Kingdom; 

Through Jesus Christ Our Lord 

Who lives and reigns with you 

In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

Ever one God, world without end. Amen 

This collect was written by Michael Watts, 
Rector ofUfton Nervet, Reading. 

You are asked to say it particularly on October 
19 (St Frideswide ’ s Day), November 1 7 (St 
Hugh of Lincoln), December 5 (St Birinus). 
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GARDENS 


STANTON HARCOURT, Near OXFORD 
The House and Gardens are open from 2-6p.m. on: 


MONTH 

THURSDAY 

SUNDAY 

MONDAY 

OPEN ON 




BANK HOLS 

STATED DAYS 

APRIL 

16 

s 

19 

20 

FROM 2-6PM 


x 

3 (May) 

4 (May) 

ADMISSION 

MAY 

14 

21 

17 

24 

- 

HOUSE & GARDEN 

JUNE 

4 

7 


Adults £3.00 


18 

21 

- 

Children (under 12 

JULY 

2 

S 

- 

yrs) & OAPs £2.00 


16 

19 

_ 



X 

2 (Aug) 

- 

GARDEN ONLY 

AUGUST 

13 

16 

- 

Adults £1.50 


27 

X 

31 

Children (under12 yrs) 

SEPTEMBER 

10 & 24 

13 427 

- 

& OAPs £1.00 


Disabled Visiters Welcome at all opening times. Droup visits by 
special arrangement TELEPHONE: OXFORD (0865) 881928 


YEW TREE HOUSE 

Caters for Frail, Elderly, including 
Alzheimer Sufferers 

• Individual and independent Care 

• Home from Home Environment 

Fees from £170 per week 

DHSS funded residents welcome. 

Beautiful, peaceful gardens. 

Long, Short and Respite Care. 

Tel: High Wycombe (0494) 445100 





D. V. Clarke 

Established 1982 

74 Prior Avenue, Hungerford, Berkshire 
RG17 0AS Tel: 0488 683656 

TREE SURGERY, LANDSCAPING AND FENCING 

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Public Liability Insurance 

♦Free estimates *Logs available 
Suppliers of soft/hardwood chips 

USE YOUR LOCAL CRAFTSMAN 


WYNDHAM 

HOUSING 

ASSOCIATION 

Self-Contained single unfurnished one-bedroom 

FLATS 

in North Oxford for retired persons 

FOR SALE OR RENT 

24 -HOUR WARDEN SERVICE 
TWO MEALS PER DAY SERVED TO 
INDIVIDUAL FLATS 
All enquiries to: 

The Administrator 
Wyndham House 
Plantation Road 
Oxford OX2 6JJ 
Telephone: Oxford 5 1 1239 

(Monday and Wednesday) 
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Work for the Homeless 


I wish to draw the attention of 
readers to the current serious 
problem of homelessness in Ox- 
fordshire, and to offer the possi- 
bility of a small contribution to- 
wards practical ‘first aid’. 

Oxford city and Oxon county 
are feeling the recession, as un- 
employment and homelessness 
rise. Redundancy among pro- 
fessionals seems to be increas- 
ing, while both skilled and un- 
skilled manual workers search 
in vain for employment. Home- 
owners are finding mortgage re- 
payments crippling or impossi- 
ble, and quality rented accomo- 
dation is expensive and hard to 
find. In addition, Oxford has 
many young people without fam- 
ily/home back-up who are find- 
ing life very tough and who need 
friends to give support emotion- 
ally and practically. They need a 
‘ homing place ’ to welcome them. 

Oxford city has the Oxford 
Central Council of Churches’ 
centre ‘Gatehouse’ which caters 
for 50-60 homeless people every 
evening. East Oxford has the 
‘ Porch ’ , a small cafe drop-in cen- 
tre in the grounds of All Saints 
Convent. Founded in 1986 when 
no more than 20 to 30 people 
called morning and evening in a 
leisurely way, it has developed 
into hectic centre catering for 
much larger numbers in total — 
though very variable. 

Until now we have managed to 
staff the Porch with volunteers 
only — praise God, and them! 
However, to ensure continued 
and developing service, we now 
wish to employ two PART- 
TIME PROJECT WORKERS, 
each working 20 hours per week 
including some evenings, week- 
ends and holidays. They need to 
be able to relate well with a wide 
range of volunteers as well as 
our ‘guests’. It is tough, chal- 
lenging, varied but satisfying 
work. God is close — but hidden 
— and speaks as much to chal- 
lenge the servers as to comfort 
the distressed. We need strong 
people, aware of their own weak- 
nesses, wishing to share the Love 
and Mercy of God in practical 
ways. Anyone interested should 
contact me as soon as possible at 
All Saints Convent, St Mary’s 
Road, Oxford, telephone: 0865 
728545. 

Sister Jennifer Jane, 
Co-ordinator of The Porch 

Tidy 

graveyards 

I wonder if you might include a 
plea to churches not to be too 
tidy - minded in their graveyards. 
Certainly it is nice to see a tidy 



graveyard rather than a grossly 
neglected one, but wild flowers, 
elderberry bushes, hawthorn, 
cow parsley etc. are very lovely, 
while nettles are particularly val- 
uable for butterflies. 

Our Hensington Road cemetery 
in Woodstock is cut much too 
often _ even primroses are ruth- 
lessly beheaded. It is council- 
maintained and I am going to 
write to them about it. 

So perhaps a plea for not too 
much ruthless ‘clearing out and 
pulling up’ is needed. Some wild 
flowers are a postive asset, while 
too much tidiness makes a 
churchyard dull and plain! 

Sheila Hepworth , 
Secretary , Woodstock Natural 
History Group 

Cathedral 

Services 

My attention has been drawn to 
Mr Rothery’s letter in the July 
DOOR, under the title of ‘ Cathe- 
dral Services’, which was criti- 
cal of cathedral arrangements and 
access. In the hope of making 
what is recognised to be a diffi- 
cult situation less vexatious, may 
I draw the attention of readers to 
the standard cathedral services 
which are given on notice boards 
in St Aldates and at the gates of 
Christ Church. These are: 8am, 
Holy Communion (1662 said) ; 
10am Matins and Sermon (serv- 
ice sung in term-time); 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist and address; 6pm 
Sung Evensong. 

The only variations in these 
arrangements are that the Col- 
lege holds a celebration of the 
Eucharist at 10am in term time 
and on the two (rarely three) 
occasions in the year when ordi- 
nations are held, the morning 
service begins at 10.30am, tak- 
ing the place of the 10am and 
11.15am services. The DOOR 
always mentions the ordination 
dates. 

As to the last sentence of the 
letter, it is important to stress that 
the Cathedral receives full sup- 
port from the College in attempt- 
ing to deal with the huge influx 
of visitors throughout the year. It 


has to be remembered that Christ 
Church is a college, and must 
offer protection to those living 
and working within it: hence the 
need to question those arriving 
on Sundays other than at the 
usual times before the start of 
services. The great majority of 
members of the congregation 
find themselves not only able to 
enter the Cathedral unhindered, 
but are frequently given a very 
friendly greeting and some use- 
ful guidance by those whose 
task it is to see that security is 
maintained. 

John MJVorsworthy, 
Cathedral Registrar 
(From now on we shall also 
include details of the Cathedral 
services on our What's On page 
— Editor) 

Pray for 
Africa 

I write to ask your readers for 
special prayers for our sisters 
and brothers in the Anglican 
Church in the Republic of South 
Africa and neighbouring coun- 
tries, at this time of crisis and 
decision-making there. 

We are hoping that a mean- 
ingful Partnership Link of Prayer 
and Fellowship in our joint mis- 
sion will be possible between 
the Oxford Diocese and Dio- 
ceses in South Africa. Already, 
the House of Bishops in South- 
ern Africa is considering how a 
response can be made to this 
suggestion put forward by Bish- 
op Richard. 

But, as we all know, those 
who follow Christ in South Af- 
rica have many pressing agen- 
das and concerns, with much 
political unrest and continuing 
violence. In July, I was able to 
attend part of the International 
Hearing in London when evi- 
dence about the violence was 
presented — just in the week 
when the United Nations Secu- 
rity Council decided to send in 
observers. It is hard to imagine 
such frightening accounts when 
we live in such a tranquil part of 
the world. 

The Partnership in World Mis- 



REMAP G.B. 

Technical Equipment for Disabled People 
’ 'Hazeldene , Ightham, Sevenoaks. Kent TN15 SAD. 
Telephone (0732) 883818 

Registed Charity No. 1000456 

Over 100 panels in England, Scotland and Wales. 

Design • Manufacture • Supply 

Technical aids for disabled persons which are not available from 
Commercial Sources. 

We make no charge for our work to those who need us. 

We are cost effective and help to enhance the life and 
independence of thousands each year with specialist help 
unobtainable elsewhere — 

We need your support - we want to help you 


idoal centre for visiting Welsh Flower & 
Garden Festival. Ebbw Vale - 
May to September 1002 

CASANERIFE HOLIDAYS 

RHax and enjoy lie comfort of a modem 
hoi day bungalow situated amidst beaubhi 
scenery in Souli-West Wales. 

Mountains and sea views lorn the bungalow 
windows. Sleeps six; palo, large garden. 

Al amenities, plenty to see and do. 

Local Ishing, boating, trekking, canoeing. Not 
isolated. 

Phone 0604 870364 for free brochure or send 

SA.E to: 

Casanerlfe Holidays 
4, Denton Rood 
Horton 

Northampton NN7 2BE 


The Letters Page 
Is edited by 
William Purcell 


sion Group is co-sponsoring 
(with USPG, Christian Aid and 
Christian Concern for One 
World) a Southern Africa day on 
October 3 in Oxford entitled 
‘Freedom is Coming’, with Bar- 
ney Pityana as the main speaker. 
This will add urgency to our 
prayers that Freedom and Jus- 
tice for a new South Africa will 
come soon, and that the Diocese 
of Oxford may be able to devel- 
op even more links of prayer and 
fellowship with the people, both 
black and white, of that beautiful 
but sad land. 

May your readers pray 
anxiously and increasingly: 
God bless Africa 
Guide her rulers 
Save her children 
And give her peace. 

Canon William Whiff en 

Secretary , Diocese of Oxford 
Partnership in World Mission 

Living 

together 

Social historians may be inter- 
ested to know that of the last 
hundred weddings here, 31 cou- 
ples shared the same address. 

I wonder what the figures are 
in other parishes. 

(The Revd) Simon Baynes, 
Vicar of Winkfield and 
Cranboume, Berks 


ALONE? DEPRESSED? SUICIDAL? 


Samenritans 


Phone (24 hours) 

FREE AND CONFIDENTIAL 
Amersham 432000 
Bracknell 55556 
Milton Keynes 667777 
Newbury 42452 
Oxford 722122 
Reading 505505 
Slough 3101 1 
Always there at the end of the line 



HOLY LAND TOUR 

Visiting: Jerusalem, Bethkhem, Dead Sea, Jericho, Tiberias, Caesarea etc. 
Dep date: 9th Feb 1993 
Length of tour: 10 days 
Price: Basic cost - £539. Insurance - £1 1 .50 
Tel Aviv Departure Tax - £10. Gratuities - £15 
Optional Tour/Yad Vashem - £10 
Please note prices quoted are from Gatwick Airport. We Intend to mn a 
coach to the airport at a small extra fee (from North OxfordsNre) 

For further details: 

Contact* Ruth A George Hicks 
Tel: (0608) 677228 


Jersey Village 

TRAVEL BY AIR OR SEA 

Choice of Bournemouth or Southampton Airports or via 
British Channel Island Ferries from Poole, or Condor 
Wavepiercer from Weymouth. Choice of five, seven, ten 
and fourteen days holidays with en suite 
accommodation on either a self-catering or half board 
basis. 

Lifts to all floors. Disabled persons welcomed with all 
facilities. 

Jersey Village is situated in 49 acres of terraced 
gardens at Portelet Bay close to St Brelades and five 
miles from St Helier. The views are maqnificant and the 
complex is completely self-contained with shop, village 
pub, hairdressing salon and beauty centre and lots 
more. 

A wide variety of accommodation is provided from self- 
catering to half board. All meals are included and there 
is dancing and entertainment every evening. Enjoy our 
fitness centre or heated swimming pool or simply stroll 
along golden beaches and soak up the sunshine. 

PRICES PUBLISHED IN OUR BROCHURES ARE 
INCLUSIVE OF RETURN TRAVEL AND TRANSFERS, 
and include optional hotels at Millbrook and St. 
Helier. 

Write for your brochure to 
JERSEYVILLAGE, 

PO Box No. 62, Portelet Bay, St Brelades, 
Jersey JE4 8Y 
Tel: (0534) 45555. 
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Making friends. 

Making decisions. 

Both can affect your future happiness. 

To help your decision-making, 
make Ecclesiastical your friend. For Life. 

(ID ecclesiastical 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester, GL1 1JZ. Telephone (0452) 528533 
LIFE ASSURANCE • SAVINGS • PENSIONS • UNIT TRUSTS • MORTGAGES 
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THE ABBEY 

Sutton Courtenay 

OXON OX 14 1AF 
Tel: (0235) 847401 


Programme Highlights 

General Synod Retreat: on the eve of the vote on the ordination of women 


with Bishop Stephen Vemey 1 7-1 9 September 

Exploration of Ministry in Secular Employment — A Retreat for MSEs 
with Rev Nicholas von Benzon, Bishop Stephen Verney and 

Rosemary Wickrcmasinghe 2-4 October 

In Tune with Heaven : The Archbishops’ Commission On Church Music — A Response 

day workshop with Patrick Salisbury 10 October 

A New Vision Of Reality 

evening with Dorn Bede Griffiths 16 October 

Faith and The Fight For Eden 

seminar with Walter Schwarz, Anne Primavesi and Peter Cox 17 October 

The Cosmic Christ: The Fred J. Blum Memorial Lecture 

with Professor Keith Ward IS Oclobet 

Understanding Conflict: Can the Arts Mediate? 

weekend with Donald Swann, Alison Smith, Charles Hampton 30 Ociober-1 November 

Taize Chanting and Sacred Dance 

day workshop with Judy King 15 November 

Ethics, Culture and Economic Life 

seminar with James Robertson and Elizabeth Nathanials 21 November 

1992 and Beyond: The Church’s Response To The Earth Summit 

seminar with Rev Christopher Hall and Rev David Gosling 2 8 November 

Spiritual Values and Economic Values 

seminar with James Robertson and Bishop Stephen Vemey .5 December 

Spirituality through focusing 

weekend with Sr Ruth McGoldrick 4-6 December 


The Spiritual Journey 

with Canon A M Allchin, Rev Dr Susan Cole-King, Janet Lake, Tew Nind and 
Bishop Stephen Verney 

A three-term course for trainiug in spiritual direction with opening and closing retreats. 
To run from October 1992 to June 1993. 

For further information, call The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay (0235) 847401 


CORRYMEELA 

Waging Peace 
in Northern Ireland 


A 


Please support us with your prayers 
especially on Corrymeela Sunday which is 
held annually on the Sunday before St 
Patrick's Day 

Information and Donations: Corrymeela Link, 
P.O. Box 118, Reading, RG1 1SL 
Tel: 0734 589800 


FLATS FOR SALLE 

North Oxford 

Studio flats, one south facing, one with north-west aspect in 
Co-ownership Sheltered Housing Scheme. 

Spacious living room with bedroom recess, hall, kitchen, 
bathroom, fitted wardrobe and ample cupboard space. 

Facilities on the premises include: 

Restaurant, guest rooms and fully equipped laundry. 

For further details please contact: 

The Administrator 

Tel: (0865) 510334 


The Templeton Oxford 
Lectures for 1992 

The Search for God: Can Science 

Help? 

Sir John Houghton, F.R.S. 
Director-General Meteorological Office, 
1983-91. 

A programme of Lectures to be 
given in Rewley House, University of 
Oxford, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford 
at 20.15 in November 1992. 

Nov 5th: Billions of light years: 
a God big enough? 

Nov 12th: Chaos and Order: 
a God free enough? 

Nov 19th: What happens when we 
pray: a God close enough? 

Nov 26th: Spiritual and Material 
a God evident enough? 

Each Lecture will be followed by a 
Discussion with audience 

participation 

Admission is free - All are welcome 



St Mary’s Church, Thame, dates from 1240, and has undergone 
many changes to reflect the changing form of worship down the 
centuries. This year, the church opened its doors after a miyor 
refurbishment which included installing underfloor heating, a 
new floor of black Welsh slate, a new organ, concealed lighting 
and a loop sound system for the hard of hearing. The decaying 
Victorian pews were replaced by upholstered solid ash chairs, 
and a raised dais was built which not only brings the centre of 
worship into the congregation, but is also an ideal stage for drama 
and music. 



from the beginning 

1 542 Robert King, Vicar of Charlbury from 1 528 and Abbot of Thame 

and Osney, becomes first bishop of Diocese 
1 545 Seat of Diocese transfered from Lincoln to St Frideswide's Priory, 

now Christ Church, Oxford 

1555 Oxford disputation on the Eucharist at University Church leads to 
burning of Bishops Latimer and Ridley outside Balliol College 

1 556 Archbishop Cranmer burned at Oxford after withdrawing earlier 
recantation 

1 600 Puritans tear down Eleanor Cross, Banbury 

1 632 Bishop Bancroft builds Cuddesdon Palace at his own expense. 

Tom down 1644 

1642 Failing to regain London as his capital, Charles I returns to 

Oxford. Until 1646 he lived in the Deanery at Christ Church while 
his queen, Henrietta Maria lived at nearby Merton Coliege. 

1 649 Eleven Banbury ministers protest in vain to Fairfax to spare life of 
Charles I 

1 660 Restoration of the Monarchy 

1689 Toleration Act stops persecution of nonconformist sects 
1 699 William Talbot becomes Bishop and restores the fortune of the 
Diocese 

1 760 Parson Woodforde, after fortifying himself with claret, madeira 
and port at the Golden Cross, plays cricket on Port Meadow, 

Oxford in March 

1 764 John Wesley reaches Eynsham across the flooded river 
1 794 Roman Catholic chapel built at Maple Durham House 
1 81 4 Bishop Moss initiates survey of places of worship, listing church 

services, residence of clergy and curates' stipends 
1 828 John Henry Newman inducted at St Mary the Virgin, Oxford 
(resigned 1843) 

1833 John Keble preaches Assize sermon on National Apostasy at 
Unlversiity Church 

1 836 Ecclesiastical Commissioners decide to add Archdeaconry of 
Berkshire to the Diocese. Bishop Bagot refuses to accept 
addition of Archdeaconery of Buckinghamshire as it would create 
a diocese too great for any one man to administer 
1845 Newman received into the Roman Catholic Church at Littlemore 
near Oxford 

1 845 Samuel Wilberforce becomes Bishop and accepts Archdeaconry 
of Buckingham into the Diocese 

1 847 Oxford Diocesan Society founded and massive church-building 
programme begun. By 1869 there were 22 new churches and 
another 250 had been restored 
1 854 Wilberforce founds Cuddesdon Theological College 
1 868 Fr Benson establishes St John’s Mission House (Cowley Fathers) 

1 897 Roman Catholic Monastery of Servite Fathers established at 
Begbroke Manor 

1907 Corpus Christi procession in Reading banned and Catholics 
denounced as fifth columnists as dangerous as the menace of 
Germany 

1921 Catholic Worker’s College, now Plater College, set up In Oxford 
1948 Carmel College established by Rabbi Rosen at Newbury 
1 958 Consecration of the new church of St John at Newbury, the only 
church in the Diocese destroyed in the war 
1 992 Ecumenical Church of Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 
dedicated. First purpose-built city church in the world to be 
owned and managed by five denominations 
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T he history of the Diocese of Oxford 
originates in the 7th century when St 
Birinus came from Rome to convert the 
West Saxons. In 635 AD he baptised King Cynegils 
by the Thames, where Dorchester Abbey now 
stands. He founded the first Cathedral-Church of 
Dorchester and the Bishopric of Wessex — later 
removed to Winchester. In the 9th century, 
Dorchester became part of the huge Mercian 
Diocese reaching from the Thames to the Hum- 
ber. After the Norman Conquest the See was 
transferred to Lincoln. 

Inl525, Henry VIII began reorganising the struc- 
ture of the English Church, providing suffragen 
bishops to meet the pastoral and ecclesiastical 
demands of existing dioceses. Both Oxfordshire 
and Buckinghamshire then fell within the Dio- 
cese of Lincoln, and Berkshire within the Diocese 
of Salisbury. 

It was not until the dissolution of the monastic 
houses (1536) that funds became available for the 
establishment of six new sees, of which Oxford 
was the last to be founded. As a result it was, like 
Bristol, poorly endowed. The Diocese consisted 
of little more than the county area, and in 1777 
still comprised only 176 benefices and 16 episco- 
pal ‘peculiars’. 

A local man, Robert King, became the first 
bishop. He had been Abbot of Osney and Thame, 
and the price of his compliance with the closure 
of monasteries was to be his seat in the House of 
Lords as Bishop, first of Osney in 1542, and then 
of Oxford when a few years later the seat of the 
Diocese was moved to St Frideswide’s Priory 
(now Christ Church). Despite his appointment, 
King remained very much a pre-reformation fig- 
ure. In 1555 he sat in judgement on his more 
Protestant brother bishops, Ridley and Latimer, 
when they were tried for their views on the 
Eucharist, and was consenting to their death. He 
himself died a few years later, and is buried in 
Christ Church. 

The fortunes of the Diocese were haphazard: for 
many years Elizabeth I allowed it to be adminis- 
tered by the Dean of Christ Church, and at her 
death there was still no bishop in post. Even with 
a bishop (John Bridges, a scholar, was appointed 
in 1604 by James I) it was not clear how much 
episcopal oversight took place. Undergraduates 
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If you want to kn 

Oxford Diocese 450: The County Archivist, Carl Boardman, has arranged 
an exhibition illustrating the history of the Diocese in documents and 
photogaphs Admission is free and an excellent leaflet with a short history 
of the Diocese and a glossary of terms used, is available. You can see it in the 
County Museum, Woodstock until September 6, and at the University 
Church, High Street, Oxford from September 13 - October 4. 

Christ Church, Oxford (Pitkin): This revised edition of an older Pitkin 
guide has been beautifully produced. It includes a history chart, lavish 
colour photographs and a very clear and readable text telling the story of 
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lgland is has 43 dioceses and Oxford is one of the largest, 
covers 2,222 sq. mis and a population of 2 million in the 
>unties of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire, 
id has 829 churches, 372 benefices and 635 parishes, 
lere are 457 paid clergy including the Diocesan Bishop, 
ree Area Bishops, three Archdeacons and 29 Rural Deans. 
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Worcester, was appointed bishop in 


1699, and in 1715 became Bishop of Durham, 
the wealthiest see in Europe. His successor, 
Professor John Potter, became Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 1737 when he left the Diocese. 
Neither gave much consideration to the Diocese 
once they had left, and pastoral reorganisation 
came slowly. Twenty-eight new benefices were 
created between 1777 and 1869 and by 1869 
Oxfordshire (excluding the. city) had 214 bene- 
fices in all. Christ Church remained the largest 
patron until Bishop Samuel Wilberforce (1845- 
1869) was appointed. 

It fell to Wilberforce to unify an otherwise 
disparate Diocese which now spanned the three 
county areas. He revived the mediaeval rural 
deaneries and in 1854 revived a diocesan theo- 
logical college at Cuddesdon for training men for 
ordination. It was Wilberforce’s personal insist- 
ence that led to the gradual establishment of 
regular, monthly Communion services in most 
churches. This continued a late 18th century 
trend towards more frequent Communions, al- 
though it was greatly stimulated by the Oxford 
Movement of the 1830s and 1840s. By 1866, 
Bloxham had two celebrations every Sunday, 
and Cowley had a daily clebration. 

Wilberforce was a tireless visitor of his clergy 
and his parishes. Each year he kept an account of 
the number of days he spent in the Diocese and 
the number outside (usually breakfasting with 
Mr Gladstone). He surveyed the Diocese in 
1855, and carefully checked the responses of his 
clergy, his observations could be honest and 
damning. The luckless Alan Wale at Sunninghill 



“knew nothing... very heavy _ but he knew no 
harm”. Vaughan Thomas at Gainton, Wood- 
stock ,was “high and dry”, while the rector of 
Hungerford was “out of sight in Cornwall for (a) 
bad case of fornication”. 


the Diocese and of diocesan structures as we 
know them. His more immediate successors 
have included men of diverse opinion — Charles 
Gore and William Stubbs among them — and 
academics such as Kenneth Kim and Harry Car- 
penter, all of whom have continued to build up 
the Diocese. 

Nicholas Cranfield 
The Revd Dr Nicholas Cranfield is former Prin- 
cipal of the Berkshire Christian Training Scheme. 
He has recently become Chaplain of Selwyn 
College, Cambridge. 
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the Cathedral from Frideswide to the present day by Edward Evans, 
the Dean’s Verger 

Oxford Church Courts is by Jack Howard-Drake (Oxfordshire County 
Council, £3 95) This introduction to the Church’s records in the Oxford- 
shire Archives covers the years 1542 to 1550, and is probably the first of 
a series. The records make fascinating reading, such as the matrimonial 
case in 1547 brought by Messrs Chawke and Willmot against Alice Plat 
of St Aldate, Oxford, who was accused of having contracted marriage 
with both gentlemen! 



This striking portrait of Bishop Robert King in a painted window 
in Christ Church also shows Osney Abbey, the first cathedral, 
sited near what is now Oxford railway station. In 1546 the 
Diocese was refounded. Osney Abbey was abandoned and the 
seat of the bishop transferred to the Priory Church of St 
Frideswide, by then part of Christ Church. As a result we not 
only have one of the smallest cathedrals in England but the only 
one which Is also a college chapel. 


• Bishop John Fell gave a new set of Communion plate to the 
Cathedral including the magnificent chalice photographed (left). 
Hallmarked 1660, the set is one of the most beautiful in Britain. 
Henry VIII confiscated much of the plate from the original St 
Frldeswide’s Priory church. More disappeared in 1 643 when Charles 
I asked for money and Christ Church gave 1 72lbs of its plate. There 
Is a permanent display of Christ Church plate In the Diocesan 
Treasury in the Cathedral Chapter House, which also includes items 
loaned by parishes. 

• The detail of St Frideswide, patron saint of Oxford, pictured far 
left, was carved in 1289, as part of a shrine In Christ Church 
Cathedral which was destoyed at the Reformation. It shows her in 
a thicket, hiding from King Algar who wanted to marry her against 
her will. The pieces were discovered in a well ini 870 and the shrine 
reconstructed in the Cathedral In the 1880s. 

• Samuel Wilberforce, Bishop of Oxford (above left) from 1845 to 
1869, was the Inspiration for the modem Diocese of Oxford. Born 
at Clapham in 1 805 he graduated from Oriel College, Oxford in 1 826 
and was ordained two years later. He was for ten years Rector of 
Brighstone, Isle of Wight, before becoming Rector of Alverstoke, a 
Canon of Winchester, Chaplain to the Prince Consort and in 1845 
Dean of Westminster. Nicknamed ‘Soapy Sam’, he combined ad- 
ministrative and pastoral ability and great charm with firmess of 
purpose and vision. He founded Cuddesdon Theological College 
where this portrait hangs. 

Photos (except Thame Church) by Frank Blackwell 


The Oxford Diocese has been a pioneer in developing rela- 
tions with other Churches. However, the opening of the 
Church of Christ the Conerstone Church at Milton Keynes in 
March this year was a landmark for the whole of Christendom. 
In the presence of the Queen, the four Presidents of Churches 
Together In England jointly dedicated the Church for the use 
of the Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, United Reformed 
and Baptist Churches, and it was built with the needs of the 
whole Christian community in mind . “This simply would not 
have occurred to previous generations and demonstrates 
how far we are committed to the work of Christian unity” said 
Cardinal Hume at the dedication service. He also paid tribute 
to Bishop Harry Carpenter who first gathered Church leaders 
together in Milton Keynes in 1967. 



m PIANO TUNING & REPAIRS 

By qualified experienced technician 
Simon Murray, C.O.L.I., A.I.M.I.T. 

N.T.C. Diploma, M.P.T.A. 

Oxford & surrounding areas covered 

ABINGDON (0235)525427 

Early evening (answerphone during day) 

90 Whitehorns Way, Drayton 
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4LQ 



WOULD YOU LIKE TO HEAR 
ABOUT AN INTERESTING 
VENTURE WHICH MAY 
CHALLENGE YOUR 
ABILITIES 
TO THE FULL? 

We would like to present you with an 
opportunity to build an organisation, 
alongside your current commercial 
activities, that could produce a 
high level of renumeration for you. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: 

Box No. 9839 


Complete 

THE/RESOURCE FOR WORSHIP ft LEARNING 
FOR ALL AGES, TOGETHER AND IN AGE 
GROUPS; ON SUNDAYS AND DURING THE WEEK 

Check it out : 0 • 


BIBLICALLY BASED 
MATERIAL FOR THE 
WHOLE YEAR 
PRACTICAL IDEAS 
GAMES 

CLOSELY FOLLOWS 
CHRISTIAN YEAR 


EASILY ADAPTED FOR 
LOCAL CHURCH 
STORIES 
BIBLE STUDY 
DRAMA 
PRAYER 


□ DISCUSSION STARTERS 


□ SERMON IDEAS 

□ SPECIAL MATERIAL FOR 

UNDER S'S 

□ W0RSHP A LEARNING FOR 

ALL AGES TOGETHER 

□ WORSHIP ft LEARNING 

WITH FRIENDS OUR 
OWN AGE 

□ SUGGESTED HYMNS ft 

SONGS 

□ CLEAR AIMS 

□ ACTIVITIES PAPERS FOR 
CHILDREN 

WRITTEN BY SMALL TEAM! 
WORKING IN L0CAI 
CHURCHES 

AN ECUMENICAL PRQJEC 


Leaders' Notes for year £9.60 Activity Papers for children (optional) £2.9! 

For further information or a sample pack, please complete the coupon 
PARTNERS IN LEARNING, Robert Denholm House, Nuffield, Redhill 
Surrey. RH1 4HW. Telephone 0737-822411 Fax: 0737-822116 



r Please sentfme: 

Further information on PARTNERS in LEARNING 

A Tester Pack for which I enclose £1 towards the postage . 

Name 

Address 


0D9 


Post Code . 
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Chiltems Manor 

for retired and elderly 

Northern Heights, Bourne End 

An elegant home where resident* 
are treated a* guest*. 
Families and friends welcomed. 
Privacy and friendship. 

Many amenities. 

Frail and elderly folk caringly 
looked after. 

For help and advice phape: 

Mrs Barer, ron on 
0628 528676 


< \Kh IN ( KIMS 


CRISIS PREGNANCY 
CENTRE 


Facing an unmanned pegHacy? 

Tkyaag (o ccpe wiUi ptiyacal or emotional ptrtfetna 
(allowing atutian, naacarriapr or •Ult»iith7 
For lire coeftfenUal Oawtian co una r lling. 
practical lrl|> and advice cad: 

(0753) 883101 

Christum Counselling Centres in 
Hillmgdtm. Slough and High Wycombe 


UNIVERSAL CARE 


CARING IN THE HOME 

We specialise in providing 
companion/housekeepers to enable the 
ekJeriy and infirm to remain living in 
their own homes. 


CHESTER HOUSE, • WINDSOR BID, 
BEACONS FIELD, BUCKS HRS 2JJ 
Tel: (0494) C7U11.F«x: (0494) *71259 
(EmpAgyFRES Member) 


(CONSULT US 

Services Agency 

Do you or a relative ol yours need help 
in the home? 

It so "Consult us" 

for resident, temporary or long term 
care of the elderly, the sick and the 
young at home. 

Nurses, housekeepers, companions, 
nannies and mothers 1 helps. 

CONSULTUS AGENCY 

17 London Rond 
Tonbridgn, Kent TN10 3AB 
Telephone: Tonbridge 

(0732) 355231 


TOTAL CARE 

St. Lukes Home for the Elderly 

Marshland Square, Caversham, Emmer Green, Reading. RG4 8RP 
This unique home offers:— 

• AH accommodation situated at ground floor level. 

• No steps, stairs or lifts to negotiate. 

• The advantage of en-suite facilities in every bedroom. 

• A sophisticated emergency radio-call system. 

• Your own private telephone line if you choose. 

• Opportunities to remain as mobile as you are able. 

• A high standard of care spanning a 24 hour 7 day week. 

Telephone our Manager on: 0734 461424 


0* 
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Cj oldsborougli 

HOMECARE AND 
NURSING SERVICES 

Specialist Care for the Elderly, & Housebound. 

O Experienced Care Assistant. 

<> Available for private houses & residential homes. 

O Flexible to suit your needs - 1-24 hours, 
short or long term. 

O ’Lifeline’ - telephone monitoring service. 

O Very competitive rates 
For more information ring now on; 

0753-550600 

or write to; 

21 High Street, Slough SL1 1DY. 


<>■ 
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THE NATIONWIDE CARING SERVICE 


ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease. We have qualified and experienced staff, large 
gardens and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, or respite care, 
contact George Tuthill, who will be pleased to show 
you around. 

Wardinqton House Nursing Home 
near Banbury, Oxon 0X17 1SD 

Telephone: (0295) 750513 


RETIREMENT AT WAKEFORD COURT 

A two bedroom modem bungalow is offered in excellent 
condition strictly as a retirement home having the benefit 
of Warden and full maintenance. Situated in Pamber 
Heath on the Hants/Berks border this quality property is 
positioned in a quiet and private setting surrounded by 
communal gardens and includes a high level of 
equipment in the price of £62,500. 

Please telephone Mr Evans on 0235 833113 or 
0734 701234 who will be pleased to show you 
around or send further details of this private sale. 



HARRIAS HOUSE 

Residential Home 

• Large attractive country house in 3 • Nonprofit registered charity 

acres ot well kept grounds. • caring, sympathetic staff 

• Spacious public rooms 

• High standards -low lees •Dually Iwrro cooking -own 

Dotal!* and brochure from: 

The Warden, Harrias House, Hedgerley Lane, 
Beaconsfield, Bucks HP9 2SD. 

Tel: 0494 674204 

s 

c 
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Cranborne Road, Swanage, Dorset Telephone: Swanage (0929) 422477 

We specialise in holiday catering. In our friendly atmosphere, you may enjoy a 
break away from it all. Or, you may wish to convalesce after illness or operation, 
and recuperate to fitness. We are accustomed to sympathising with guests’ medical 
and personal problems. The hotel enjoys a good relationship with local G.P’s and 
hospitals. 

We can arrange transport through die Transaid Trust, with its wheelchair-lift 
fitted ambulances. Prices for collecting and returning you from your home are 
available on request 

You will be welcome from 3pm cm the day of your arrival; rooms should be 
vacated by 10am on the day you depart. Bookings are generally from Safurday to 
Saturday. 

The Melbury Private Hotel is a delightful, friendly hotel. It is within easy reach 
of the holiday attractions at Swanage — just three minutes from the sea, the ihops 
and tbe theatre. 

•s It has a pleasant dining room with an excellent standard of cuisine. In tbe three 
J spacious lounges, colour television and bar facilities are available, a variety of \J 
■ entertainment from coach outings to sing-tongs, bingo to theatre visits are 
1 organised. All bedrooms have hot and cold running water. The hotel has its own car 
park, free to guests. 

FACIUnES FOR GUESTS 

1 Wide entrance doors on level ground. 

2 All internal doors minimum 30in wide. 

3 Dining room and lounges on ground floor with access to ground floor toilets and 
bathroom. 

4 Licensed bar. 

5 Lifts for wheelchairs to first floor and second floor for more able guests. 

6 Bedrooms: 6 ground floor and 13 first floor rooms suitable for wheelchair 
disabled. Second floor bedrooms for more able guests. 

7 Delightful gardens and patios expressly designed for your enjoyment. 

8 Opeu all year — reduced out of season rates — Christmas and New Year festive 
packages a speciality. 

9 Ambulance with wheelchair lift for outings. Loaned by the TRANSAID TRUST. 

10 Satellite TV available. 

BOOKINGS TAKEN NOW FOR 1992 [] 

1 n/^/N l/ ram i/ ta a i /a i r\ nio a n n a fir ■yi apa# t 



PROVIDES 

Help to enable the elderly and infirm remain in their own homes 
Relief for hard pressed relatives and holiday relief for regular carers 
Post Operative care 

HELP DURING 

Family crisis • Illness • Confinements • Holiday • Business Trips 
ALSO 

Caretakers — Security for the home and care for pets 

NEEDS 

Reliable, flexible, efficient staff to care for the elderly and infirm 
in their own homes or for families in times of crisis. 

Posts 2-4 weeks, Residential, Good Salaries 
Telephone for full information 
24 Hour Answering Service. 




HEAD OFFICE REGION 
horsham 0403 210415 Windsor 
YORK 0904 631369 

MIDLANDS REGION 
LUTTERWORTH 0455 558858 
CHELTENHAM 0242 263362 
Shrewsbury 0743 353934 


N 


0753 832818 
Colchester 0206 768659 


SOUTH WEST REGION 

Plymouth 0752 346636 
BATH 0225 428438 

YEOVIL 0935 410343 


HEAD OFFICE ADDRESS 

10A Market Square, Horsham. West Sussex, RHI2 ILL 


ffianssfton IfJrtorp 

Registered 
Residential 
and 

Nursing Home 

★ New extension open this month ★ 

LANGSTON PRIORY was originally built by the Earl of Ducie 
as a hunting lodge with stabling for 40 homes in the 1870s. 

The home is very comfortable and avoids the institutional 
feel of so many other homes. The rooms are spacious and 
residents are encouraged to bring in their own furniture and 
memorabilia to make them feel at home. There is a high ratio 
of staff to residents. 

The staff are excellent and the residents well cared for. 

We currently have a vacancy available and should you be 
interested in superior accommodation during your retirement 
we strongly recommend that you come and visit. For further 
details contact: 

Proprietors: MRS K.H.I. BURDEN, SRN, SCM, 

Mr. R. L. Burden, BSc (Hons), 

Station Road, Kingham, Oxon OX7 6UP. 

Tel: Kingham (0608) 658233 




A HOME FROM HOME 



R WSTEHED HATH 0XFOR0SHRE SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lyndhurst Residential Care Home 

★ 24 hour care by experienced staff under the personal supervision of Matron 
Mrs C. M. Bronoch SRN, RSCN. 

★ We are situated in the centre of the village overlooking The Cricket Green. 

★ We offer excellent home cooking with special diets catered for, if required. 
it Long or short-term care, holiday stays and day care available. Plus rooms 

with en-suite facilities. 

For further details contact Matron on: 

GORING (0491) 873397 
LYNDHURST RD, 
GORING-ON-THAMES 
NEAR READING RG8 9BL 



Lot us help you to find tho right 
nursing or retirement home. 



0734-599113 


GATEWAY 

BUREAU 

Friendly 

Caring 

Service. 

Advice 

Given 


) 



GO WHERE YOU WANT 
WHEN YOU WANT 


WITH THE NEW 
SHOPRIDER SCOOTER 


4 wheels mean a safer ride with the powerful little SHOPRIDER 

Only 21 wide, pops in a car boot too. 

YOUR LOCAL MOBILITY SPECIALIST 

COVERING OXFORD/BERKS/WILTS 

New and second-hand electric scooters and wheelchairs, bought, 
sold and part exchanged. Most leading makes in stock, all fully 
guaranteed. Free no obligation home trial by qualified 
assessment staff. 

Group Demonstration* arranged for aocistisa, club a and charifm 

0734 71 4351 


CANE & ABLE 


THE NEWBURY 


19th/20th September 

For a demonstration or a chat come and see us at 
‘The Newbury Show’ ............ Stand 248. Ave (E) 


NKW 3 & 4 WHEEL SCOOTERS AT 
Sl’KClAl. SHOW PRICKS 



WOODBURY HOUSE 

Built as a former hunting lodge Woodbury House stands in 5 acres of 
landscaped gardens affording uninterrupted views over the Berkshire 
countryside. There are several wonderful reception rooms, the Great 
Hall with its oak panelled walls providing an impressive yet friendly 
meeting place in wliich to take tea or coffee with friends or to linger 
over a pre-lunch or supper aperitif. 

• Our single and double en-suite bedrooms have a nurse call system, 
telephone and if desired colour TV; 

• 24-hour nursing care is provided by our courteous, friendly 
professional staff; 

• lift servicing all floors; 

• short stay respite, convalescence or holiday accommodation 
is available; 

• We are soon to become a Dual Registered Nursing Home with 
West Berksliire Social Services and Health Authority. 


For further details and enquiries telephone: 

Mrs. J. Wiley, RGN on (0734) 733885 
Jouldings Lane, Farley Hill, Reading, Berkshire, RG7 1UR 
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DING PLACES - LINKING 
ILIVES is the theme of this year's 
ONE WORLD WEEK. 

Here's an opportunity to remember 
the arrival of Columbus in the 
Americas on 12 October 1492, and 
[the trade /links that have since 
changed the lives of peoples on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

The Earth Summit brought home 
the vital links between the peoples 
and species sharing the planet. 
+The Convention on Climate Change 
means reducing carbon emissions 
to 1990 levels — that is using less 
fossil fuel for manufacturing, trans- 
port, heating and lighting. 

♦77ie Convention on Bio-Diversity 
calls for protection of wild plants 
which may hold the key to future 
food crops. 

♦ Agenda 21 looks to the develop- 
ment needs of the world's people in 
the next century. $600 billion is 
needed to fund the proposals. On 
the assumption that the rich will 
provide 70p in £100 of their wealth 
- Britain gave 27p in 1991 - the poor 
are supposed to find the other $475 
billion - or £20 in £100 of their pov- 
erty, while debt already claims be- 
tween £25 and £60. 


COUNT DOWN TO. . . 


Without publicity the best event fails. 
Send details of your OWW event to 
The DOOR by 10 September. Get it into your 
parish magazine, and local newspapers and 
on local radio. Invite your MP and MEP. 
Send a report to the local press afterwards. 
In 1990 9 million read about local OWW 
events. 

9 Especially if OWW clashes with half- 
term, schools need early contact. The '92 
Study Action Guide has ideas for a One 
World Week of Assemblies, designed for 
Primary use, but adaptable for all ages. They 
build into a display which could then be 
exhibited in a local library or the parish 
church. 

8 Prayer leads into Action. OWW used to 
co-indde with the WeekofPrayerfor World 
Peace. WPWP ’92 has moved to 11-18 Octo- 
ber — the week before OWW. A leaflet is in 
the '92 OWW Pack. Fifty copies cost £12 
from 63 Northall Road, Bexleyheath DA7 
6JF. 

7 October 11 is being observed as "The 
Last Day of Freedom" the day before 
Columbus landed in America. Have a party 
to celebrate the good things America has 
given the world - how many potato dishes 
can people produce ? Include people from 
Latin America or the Caribbean and listen to 
their stories. 

6 Plan a guided tour of your town Round 
the World in 80 Minutes, with speakers 
exploring the global links with your local 
Council Offices, Bank, Petrol Station, Sur- 
gery, Industrial estate. Housing project, Su 


planting project ... OR Ask local shops to 
feature an imported product in their win- 
dow and devise a 'treasure hunt' for young 
and old to find answers to a questionnaire. 

5 Arrange A World Meal Send 50p in 
stamps to the Knowle, Deddington, OX15 
0TB for recipes to be shared among local 
cooks. After the meal talk about who pro- 
duced the ingredients. 

4 Tools to Forge Links. Contact Tools for 
Self-Reliance tr 0703 869697, or WorkAid 
tr 0494 722279. Both groups have ideas for 
local collections of disused tools to be refur- 
bished for new usefulness overseas. 

Bangladesh faces higher barriers on sell 
ing clothes in Europe than USA or Japan. 
WDM is campaigning this autumn to help 
Bangladesh trade out of poverty. Action 
pack [£2] from 25 Beehive Place, London 
SW9 7QR. 

Arrange to have a Traidcraft stall at any 
OWW event. Have a coffee party and 
invite neighbours to order Christmas items 
from the Traidcraft catalogue [Kingsway, 
Gateshead NE11 ONE] . . . giving producers a 
better return for their labours. Look out for 
the new Fairtrade Mark, promoted by Chris- 
tian Aid, New Consumer, Oxfam and 
Traidcraft. 

I The Creation is the theme for 25 October 
— the Ninth Sunday before Christmas. 
There are OWW worship ideas in the Study 
Action Guide. Send SAE to Jacquie Fynn, 
Hill End, Farmoor, OX2 9NJ for a copy 
ofWorship in Faith for the Environment. 






18 - 25 OCTOBER 1992 

ONE WORLD WEEK started as a 
one-off in 1 978. It is promoted by the 
Churches Committee of the World 
Development Movement. It is an 
Agency of the Council of Churches of 
Britain and Ireland. 

It provides an opportunity for 
education involving the wider 
community. 

It is not another fund-raising 'week', 
though donations are welcome. It 
has a shoe-string budget provided 
largely by Christian Aid and the 
churches - £2000 this year from the 
General Synod. 

The dates of the Week are geared 
to UN Day - 24 October. 'OWW can 
happen any time to suit local organis- 
ers - for instance to avoid school half 
terms. 

The '92 One World Week Pack 
costs £2.50, and includes the Study 
Action Guide. The Planners Hand- 
book We Could Do That 1 [£2] has a 
wealth of ideas from earlier Weeks - 
OWW, P.O.Box 100, London SE1 
7RT. 

For further information or advice, 
please contact Christopher Hall of 
Christian Concern for One World - 
Telephone 0869 38225 



OLD BRIDWELL 


In the grounds of a regency mansion 


Luxury self-catering holiday cottages in the 
heart of the Devonshire countryside, indi- 
vidually styled and colour co-ordinated. 
These cottages forming a courtyard round 
the old pumphouse. Other elegant and spa- 
cious accommodation — set in the beauti- 
ful grounds of one of the largest privately 
owned country estates in the West Country. 
Guests have full use of the owner’s private 
club. Widworth Court Sports and Leisure 
Club facilities including tennis court, 
squash court, heated outdoor swimming 
pool, poolside restaurant, indoor leisure spa, 
complex comprising of swimming pool, 
jacuzzi, saunas, steam room, solarium and 
bars. Children and pets welcome. 

Enjoy the Difference. 



In addition to the individually styled and colour co-ordinated furnishings, each 
cottage offers the following amenities: 

Oven and Hob : Fridge : Freezer : Washer/Dryer : Filter coffee maker : Glassware: 
Full table settings for 12 guests : Ample kitchen work-top and cupboard space : Colour 
television : Bed settee : Luxury bathrooms : Security system with monitor screen : All 
pillows, continental quilts, blankets and throwover bedspreads are supplied 


We are able to recommend to you some of the finest 
local restaurants such as Galgani's Italian restaurant 
and The Deer Park Hotel at Honiton or for home cook- 
ing, Rullands at Willand. 

For the more energetic guest, horse riding and golf are 
available locally and for the trout fisherman, Bridwell 
Park Estate has the fishing rights to approximately one 
mile of the River Culm. 

If you decide to use Old Bridwell as a base for a tour- 
ing holiday then there are many areas of special inter- 
est such as Exmoor and Dartmoor National Parks, The 
Blackdown Hills (designated as an area of outstanding 
beauty) and Exeter with its impressive Cathedral. Lace 
making at Honiton, the picturesque market town of 
Tiverton, Taunton famous for cider or the beautiful gar- 
dens at Knightshayes which are considered one of the 
best examples of an English country garden, Cheddar 
Gorge, Wookey Hole and the clean beaches of 
Exmouth, Sidmouth, Budleigh Salterton, Branscombe, 
. Seaton and Lyme Regis together with the North Devon 
coast are all within easy reach. 

Our resident manager can provide more detailed infor- 
mation on all these places and more. 


[T 

Please write or telephone for our full colour brochure 
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The Manager, The Estate Office 
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Bridwell Park Estate, Uffculme, Devon EX15 3BU 
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God bless Africa 



In the June Issue of the 
DOOR there was an ac- 
count of a visit to Johan- 
nesburg by members of the 
Diocesan Youth Assem- 
bly’s South African Group. 
The article included a de- 
scription of an informal 
Good Friday service which 
the visitors and a group of 
black and white South Afri- 
cans held around a cross 
In the middle of the town- 
ship of Alexandra. Walter 
Mojapelo , of the Thu- 
sanang Relief Association, 
was one of the Group’s 
hosts. With five other South 
Africans, he has just been 
visiting the Oxford Diocese 
before travelling to Taiz6 
with the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury’s Pilgrimage. Dur- 
ing a visit to Church House 
he read The June DOOR, 
and wrote the following: 


The oppressed masses of South 
Africa, the deprived children of 
Almighty God, would like to 
give thanks to the Oxford Dioc- 
esan Youth Assembly for the 
massive support they gave to us 
on Good Friday this year. Their 
prayer was to ask God to save 
South Africa and to end killing 
caused by violence. We would 
also like to thank the Revd Dr 
Liz Carmichael for helping to 
organise this service. 

The prayers were said in a very 
brutal place where one cannot 
move because of daily killing. 
Comrades and friends, brothers 
and sisters in Christ, really the 
support you gave us peaceloving 
South Africans was more pre- 
cious than gold. After the prayers 
had been said many people asked 
themselves questions. Why are 
we killing one another? Why are 
we not loving one another and 
respecting humanity? 

Thanks to Peter Ball, Joe Chap- 


pell and Lynette Morrison for 
your support and contribution, 
and above all for your prayers. 
We firmly promise that the peo- 
ple of the township of Alexandra 
will never forget how the Dioc- 
esan Youth Assembly made 
history .The question we now ask 
is why other churches abroad do 
not do the same. Don’t they know 


This picture drawn by a child in 
Dubrovnik tells its own story. A 
sad looking sun looks down as a 
MIG fighter rains down its 
bombs, while men and women 
continue to unload boxes of pro- 
visions bearing a red cross. On 
two of the boxes the word ‘Hva- 
la’ appears twice. It means ‘Than- 
kyou’. 

The boxes are from Oxford- 
shire — some of the food and 
medical supplies which have 
been collected and sent to the 
devastated Dubrovnik area by 
Uwe and Sheila Kitzinger and 
their daughter Tessa. The Kitz- 
ingers, of Standlake near Wit- 
ney, have many friends in what 
used to be Y ugoslavia, and when 
last November an SOS came 
from the Red Cross on the island 
of Korcula, near Dubrovnik, they 
launched an appeal. They used 
the first money raised to buy 
nine tonnes of lentils which are 
both nutritious and cheap, and so 
began ‘Lentils for Dubrovnik’. 

Since then, 12 more loads of 
different supplies have been sent, 
including 20,000 shoe boxes 
packed with personal gifts, many 
of them collected by local school 
children. 

The operation is run voluntar- 
ily by the Kitzingers from then- 
own home, so no money donat- 
ed is spent on administration. 


that we need their support? Don ’ t 
they know that people are dying 
in South Africa. Don’t they know 
that we need their prayers? Peo- 
ple of the world, we need your 
complete support to make South 
Africa a better place for every- 
body to live in. 

Please also do something to 
support education by providing 


Uwe himself, who has just re- 
turned from a visit there, tells 
horrific stories of villages where 
every house has been deliberate- 
ly burned down while oleanders 
still bloom in the garden; of 
homeless people sleeping 40 
camp beds to a room; and of the 
thousands of refugees. But he 
also brings good news of the 
Catholic fishermen of Vela Luka, 
who are giving most of their 
catch to feed Muslim refugees; 
and of 30 Muslim volunteers who 
cleaned out a disused Catholic 
church for a service to be held 
there the next Sunday, only the 
second in 50 years. 

The Bishop of Oxford is one of 
the patrons of Lentils for Du- 
brovnik, and Uwe Kitsinger has 
recently presented the Bishop 


old books, used clothes, funds to 
pay school fees for children’s 
education, games. Meanwhile, 
we look forward to the support 
of individuals, churches, com- 
panies and governments. Thank 
you in advance. 

# You can respond to Walter ’s 
requests through Peter Ball at 
Church House , 0865 244566. 


with an altar cloth embroidered 
by an elderly woman, who spent 
eight months as a refugee in 
Dubrovnik and wanted to ex- 
press her appreciation with a gift 
for Oxford Cathedral. 

Tonnes of supplies have been 
given by firms such as Heinz, 
Cadbury and Jacobs, as well as 
by local companies such as Mil- 
let’s Farm and Shipton Mill — 
but money is urgently needed to 
meet transport costs . If you can 
help, contact ‘Lentils for Du- 
brovnik’, Standlake Manor, near 
Witney, Oxon OX8 7RH. Tele- 
phone 0865 300266. 

On September 4 , at 7.45pm„ 
there will be an exhibition of 
more pictures by the children of 
Dubrovnik at St James ’ Church, 
Piccadilly in London. 


Hi there 

Well, September is with us again. 
I hope you all had a good sum- 
mer. It certainly doesn’t seem 
like two years since I started 
writing ‘Roger and Out’. 

Polly Dolly is still going well 
— having completed a good few 
thousand miles round the Dio- 
cese in brilliant sunshine, driv- 
ing rain, fog, frost and any com- 
bination of those! Talking of 
things still going, the Diocese 
itself is having a big anniversary 
at the moment. It is 450 years 
old. 

It ’ s difficult to think about what 
that means — it’s older than 
your Gran or Granddad, or even 
Great Gran and Granddad. In 
fact, the beginnings of the Dio- 
cese were in 1542 in the reign of 
King Henry VHI (you know, the 
one with all the wives!). Some 
people think that history is dull 
and boring, but if I mentioned 
dinosaurs, Romans or Vikings, 
or even World War II, a few ears 
might prick up. These are all 
‘historical’ events. 

In an earlier ‘Roger and Out’ I 
suggested that you become a 
detective to look for God’s natu- 
ral miracles. This time I’m sug- 
gesting that you become a histo- 
ry detective. Try to find out about 


any historical events and build- 
ings in your area of the Diocese. 

It would also be fun if you could 
think about making up a badge or 
some sort of commemorative 
plaque to celebrate 450 years of 
the Diocese of Oxford. Why not 
send in your ideas, either on a 
postcard, or on rolled or folded 
paper? We might print some of 
the best designs in The DOOR. 

Send your ideas to: 

Roger Fray 
450th Anniversary 
Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey 
Oxford OX2 0NB 

If you would like the originals 
returned, please include your 
name and address (either indi- 
vidual or group) and we will post 
them back to you. In any case 
please tell us your age. 

Of course, we should remem- 
ber that in 450 years, God has 
been at work in lots of different 
people’s lives, in different places 
and at different times, and He is 
still at work now in you and me. 

Good historical hunting. 

# Please outline your design in 
black even if you colour it, too. 
That will make it easier for us to 
repint them in The DOOR. 
Psst... there might be a prize - 
Editor. 


Up up and far away! 

On May 23, our three daughters enjoyed a wonderful day at a 
gathering of all the Sunday schools in Oxfordshire at Bloxham. Just 
before the service began, the Bishop of Oxford, sweltering in the mid- 
day sun, released hundreds of balloons which the children had 
individually labelled. 

Rebecca, aged seven, was thrilled recently to receive a letter, 
together with her orginal balloon label, confirming that her balloon 
had travelled as far as the Dublin Mountains near Sandyford, 
Co.Dublin. She now wonders if this is the furthest travelled (and her 
sisters wonder where their balloons finally came to rest)! 

Many thanks to all concerned for a truly wonderful day. 

(Mrs) Chris Griffiths , Claydon , Banbury 
Can any one beat this? If so please write and tell us! — Editor 


Lentils for Dubrovnik 



LEARN TO SAIL 

Adult Windsurfing/Tuition 
4 nights a week and Saturdays 
5-DAY SAILING COURSES AVAILABLE 
All courses available from Beginners up. 

For further details on this and other courses telephone: 
The Sail Training Centre on (0734) 303467 
R. Y.A. Recognised Teaching Establishment 


MAPLEDURHAM 

House, Watermill and Country Park 


4 miles north-west of Reading on the north bank of the River Thames 



Easter Sunday to 30 Sept, Weekends and Public Holidays 
HOUSE: 2.30-5.00pm 

WATERMILL: 1.00-5.00pm Winter Sundays 2-4pm 
COUNTRY PARK & PICNIC AREA 12.30-7pm 

Midweek Guided party visits by arrangement. Gift Shop, Home-made 
cream teas and Refreshments. 

River Cruise from Caversham to Mapledurham 2.00pm on Open Days. 
HOLIDAY COTTAGES 

12 self- catering traditional cottages scattered over the Mapledurham 
estate are available for a longer stay. 

For details contact: 

The Estate Office, Mapledurham House 
Reading RG4 7TR. Tel: 0734-723350 


/4k \\ 


ETIRE TO THE WEST COUNTRY 

I 

High quality Cottages and Flats 
in period style with gardens and patios^; 

Somerset/Dorset borders; good road/rail links , 

Quiet private Courtyard setting 1 
Warden. Meals, cleaning and nursing : fgrr j 

services available £*fj**t S' ;ij 

Award-winning scheme with style & convenience t 




(0935) 817360 


For illustrated 
brochure phone 


Humberts 


(0935) 11211 


CHILWORTH HOUSE 

REST HOME FOR THE ELDERLY 

E stab i shed 27 years 

Family run. Excellent home cooking. All amenities, library, 
visiting hairdresser, vicar and chiropodist. Day and night staff. 
Some rooms en-suite, single and sharing rooms 
For details: 

7 Rectory Ave, High Wycombe, Bucks 

Tel: 0494 526867 

A member of The British Federation of Carehome Proprietors 


£jcmpfon Stowing & 
StefSenffol £jome 

has just recently opened its new nursing wing and still 
has some vacancies. 

Single and Companion Rooms. 

En-suite facilities available. 

For further information and/or an appointment to view 
please contact: 

Mrs. M. Adams (Matron) on Telephone (0844) 351766 
36 Lower Icknield Way, Chinnor, Oxford OX9 4EB 


THE 

Jems 

RESIDENTIAL CARE 

O Warm, homely Tudor cottage surrounded by open countryside 

• Established reputation for high standards and quality care 

• Caring, supportive professional staff # Short and Long stay 

• Easily accessible garden • Living room with open fireplace 

• Latest modem aids • Social activities to suit individual preferences 

For detailed brochure please contact: 

Mrs G. T. Knight, SRN, OHN: 

The Jems (Residential Care) Home, Wises Firs Road 
SULHAMSTEAD, Berkshire RG7 4EII. Tel: (0734) 832863 



Inte r-Countv 
Nurs ing Services 


The Nursing Agency which 
provides a caring, flexible service 
for all your nursing requirements. 

Please telephone: Madie Bills rgn, 
on 0753 662298 or 0494 677118 



Licensed by Bucks County Council 


CARE AT HOME 

Resident Housekeepers/Care Assistants for 
temporary help - say on return from hospital 
or longer-term over several months. 

Oxford Aunts Care 

2 George Street 
Oxford OX1 2AF 
0865 791017 

Oxford Aunts: Established 1967 (Emp / Agy) 
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John Piper - friend 
of the Diocese 

“The early Christian sculptors , wall-painters and 
glass-painters had a sensible attitude towards ab- 
straction. However hard one tries , one cannot catch 
them out indulging in pure abstraction. Their ab- 
straction, such as it is, is always subservient to an 
end — the Christian end, as it happened. ” 

John Piper wrote this in 1942, and it could have 
been his own credo. In a wider sense he will be 
remembered for set designs (most hauntingly per- 
haps, for the film ‘Death in Venice’ in 1973) and 
for large scale church commissions: the Aubusson 
tapestry of the Trinity in Chichester Cathedral, the 
great baptistry window at Coventry Cathedral on 
which he worked with Patrick Reyntiens. 

Those of us fortunate to live in the Diocese of 
Oxford, where he and his wife came to live in 1935 
at Fawley Bottom near Henley, however, have 
added benefits to remember him: his years of work 
for the Diocesan Advisory Committee for the Care 
of Churches, and his willingness to illustrate the 
places of the Spirit — lithographs of the great 
Abbey Church of St Peter and St Paul in Dorches- 
ter; the East End of Exeter College Chapel with its 
strident blue roof under a lowering sky; the gem- 
like window high above the gallery in Street’s 
chapel at Cuddesdon. 

Quite as much as Autun, Collonges or his belov- 
ed Wales, Piper celebrated Oxfordshire and his 
own Anglicanism which he shared with his wife, a 
commitment to which he had been brought by his 
friend John Betjemen. In 1942 he and Myfanwy 
were Confirmed. With John Betj, as he called him, 
among others, he carefully advised the Diocese on 
the care of its churches for more than two decades 
and his generosity put his drawings and writing as 
the disposal of the Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
trust. 

His animated and sometimes unexpected view of 
the world will be missed. 

Nicholas Cranfield 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


# John Patten, MP for Abingdon and Oxford 
West, opened the Oxford Life Group’s new premis- 
es on July 24. The centre offers free pregancy care 
and counselling, and is open to callers on weekday 
mornings and at other times by appointment. 

# Sister Jane Olive, C.S.J.B., is the new Mother 
Superior of the Community of St John Baptist, 
Clewer. She was installed by the Bishop of Oxford 
on August 19. 

# ‘The Challenge of the Contemporary Family’ is 
the title of the 13th annual St Mary’s Day Lecture 
at Woughton, Milton Keynes in September 7. The 
evening begins at 7 15pm with a Eucharist, before 
Dr Jack Dominian, the distinguished Christian 
psychiatrist, presents his vision of Christian mar- 
riage in a modem world. 

# On October 24 the Bishop of Oxford will lead a 
day school on the subject of ‘Is there a Gospel for 
the Rich’, the title of his latest book. The school, 
under the auspices of the University of Oxford’s 
Department of Continuing Education, will be held 
at Rewley House. Details from Miss H Patrick, 
OUDCE, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford. 


Venerable cyclists prepare 



The Archdeacon of Berkshire, the Venerable David Griffiths, who is retiring later this year, is 
preparing for his last cycle ride for CROW (Cycle, Run or Walk), which raises money for the 
Berkshire Historic Churches Trust. This year it takes place on Saturday September 12 when the 
Archdeacon, a keen supporter of CROW, will take to his bike again. 

The Historic Churches Trusts Cycle Rides are organised nationwide by county. Half the money 
raised goes to the churches nominated by the participants and half to the Trusts which makes 
repairs to churches of all denominations. 

You can also bike, run, walk or even rollerskate or canoe for the Historic Churches Trusts in 
Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire on September 12. In fact, Sylvia Cross from St Andrew’s , 
Headington (who will not give her age, though we understand it is considerably more than the 
Archdeacon’s!) ) is 9 II set to take part in her seventh Oxfordshire cycle ride. Since 1986 she has 
collected a grand total of £1,927. (£496 last year). Small wonder that St Andrew’s has done so well 
for the Trust with stalwarts like Miss Cross. With an average of eight riders and walkers each year, 
the total so far for the parish is £5000. 

County Organisers are: (Berks): Paul Everitt, 0628 667646; (Bucks): Major JJP.WetheraU, 0234 
712614; (Oxon): 0235831928 . 
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‘At the Bishop’s wish we are 
asked to keep in mind that this 
year is the 400th Anniversary of 
the existence of the Diocese of 
Oxford, comprising the coun- 
ties of Oxford, Berks and Buck- 
ingham. 

There are many ways that we 
can individually mark its value: 
1) By more regular attendance 
at the bright service within the 
old Church’s hallowed walls. 2) 
By greater friendliness and help- 
fulness to one another. 3) By the 
older folk encouraging the 
younger folk to join them at 
services and meetings. 4) To 
revive or start up guilds and 
classes of different kinds, e.g. 
Mothers’ Union (in our case to 
make it stronger), then later, as 


soon as the war is over, cricket, 
football etc, in order to have in- 
nocent amusement, and so get- 
ting to know each other better. 
All this can be the outcome of 
this anniversary. 

We want the ‘service of youth’, 
and it is up to us older ones, and 
parents, to guide them that they 


will be useful and bright orna- 
ments in the new life of the Em- 
pire that is to be.’ 

The ‘ old church ’ is St Mary’s, 
Aldermaston, and we are grate- 
ful to the present Vicar, Richard 
Miller, for sending us this muted 
celebration from the wartime 
parish magazine of May 1942. 


An artist' s mission 

We hear much of talented vicars, but not enough of gifted clergy 
wives. Nina Strudwick, wife of Canon Vincent Strudwick, Director 
of the Oxford Institute, is a trained art therapist and an artist. From 
September 26 to October 2 you can see her work at St Anne’s College, 
Woodstock Rd, Oxford. The exhibition, ‘A Michaelmas Exhibition: 
A Landscape Journal’, reflects Nina Strudwick’s interest in the 
language and theology of the Jesuit poet, Gerard Manley Hopkins. 
“My paintings are an expression of my faith, and the only way I can 
be a missionary. I would like people to look at landscape in a different 
way,” she says. • See page 19 for opening times. 


Ashjthe Archdeacon 

Do we need a Facility or an 
Archdeacon's Certificate? 

The answer, in 99 cases out of 100, is yes! 
This is because proper authority must be 
obtained for any work to be done, or alter- 
ations made, to a church, its furnishings or 
its churchyard. These matters would nor- 
mally be subject to secular planning legis- 
lation, but the churches have been granted 
exemption from this on condition that they 
operate their own system of ‘ Faculty Juris- 
diction’ under the Diocesan Chancellors. 
This system is serviced by the Diocesan 
Registry. The ‘ watchdog body ’ is the DAC 
(Diocesan Advisory Committee for the 
Care of Churches.) 

The DAC’s role is to advise the Chancel- 
lor. Their advice will always influence his 
decision but cannot determine it. 

For instance, he may wish to seek advice 


If “1 

JPLe ase do 
not ask for 
aJK/mcle, 
Cis aTfcjfj^oJ 


Often offends , 



from one of the conservation societies. 
Only when a Faculty has been granted can 
work be put in hand, unless there is urgent 
cause to start sooner. The report from the 
DAC to the parish approving the proposed 
work is NOT a permission to begin. It is 
permission to apply for a Faculty. 

Works of repair or redecoration which 
do not alter the appearance of the church or 
its structure externally or internally may 
be authorised at present by an Archdea- 
con’s Certificate. However, the new Care 
of Churches Measure, which will come 
into force in 1993, will abolish this Certif- 
icate. Thereafter, archdeacons will be able 
to issue Faculties in uncontroversial cases. 
Archdeacons will continue to have the 
power to authorise experimental re-order- 
ings of church furniture for a set period. 

Frank Weston 
The Venerable Frank Weston is the Arch- 
deacon of Oxford. 

• Illustration © Graham Jeffrey (1992) is reproduced 
from Handle with Prayer: A Church Cleaner's 
Notebook by Graham Jeffery (Church House 
Publishing, £2.50) by permission of the Central 
Board of finance of the Church of England 




94 South view Avenue, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks. RG4 0BB. 
Tel: (0734) 567289. 


ROOFING 


THE COMPLETE ROOFING SERVICE 


The Answer to Your Roof Problems 

ESTABUSHED SINCE 1972 


Large enough to cope — Small enough to care. 

No salesman will call — No pressure selling — We don't need to 
our personal service, friendly advice and keen prices do it for us. 
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST? Here are some examples: A typical 
slated terraced house to re-roof can cost as little as £2,300 
which includes — • All your existing roof removed • Rafters 
treated with wood preserve • New under-slating felt fitted 
• Pressure treated battens fixed • High quality slate substitutes 
fixed • New lead battens fixed • A 25-year guarantee against 
leakage. 

We also specialise in guttering and general roof maintenance on 
a terraced house, for example, replacing or refixing up to 15 
slates is a fixed price of £77.50. 

FLAT ROOFING — A typical 12x12 flat roof can cost as little as 
£200. — • All your existing roof removed • A new 3-layer 
built up flat roofing system fixed • A full 10-year guarantee 
against leakage. 

• Quality workmanship — next to none • All work to full 
British Standards • A full detailed quotation supplied free and 
without obligation. References can be supplied from many 
satisfied customers. 


These are just some of our services, if your problem is not here, 
give us a ring, we are sure we can help. 

WE ALWAYS REMEMBER 
Our Best Interest Lies in Your Best Interest. 


NB: All prices quoted are exclusive of V.A.T. 


ELLESBOROUGH 
AND THE KIMBLES 

Organises) needed to join 
existing team providing good 
quality music on Sunday morning. 
Also musician to guide our Music 
in Worship and train choir. 

Contact 

Rev Frank Heywood 
The Rectory 
Butlers Cross 
Aylesbury 
Bucks HP17 0XA 
Tel: 0296 622110 


Chalfont St Peter 
Parish Church 

We are looking for an 

ORGANIST 

to work wtth our Choir Trainer, 
RSCM-aff Mated choir. 
Large Sunday Eucharist, 
tvensong plus occasional other 
services. Salary: RSCM range 
plus fees. 

Details: Rev D. Murray, 

4 Austen Way, 
Chalfont St Peter, 
Bucks SL9 8NW 

Tel: 0753 882389 


J Holloway’s J 

THE LOCAL FURNITURE AND 
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS WITH A 
NATIONAL REPUTATION 

A Professional Service from complete contents to a single 
item - Valuations - Free Pre-Sale Advice. 

49 PARSONS STREET, BANBURY 
OXON OX16 PF. TEL: (0295) 253197 
STREATLEY, BERKS TEL: (0491) 872318 



God made a planet with more than 
adequate resources to meet all our needs 
and those of the generations to come. 


WHAT WENT WRONG? 

We dig up, chop down and 
systematically plunder the resources of this 
planet, to then bury same at landfill sites. 
We despoil and waste the very gift God 
gave us, our planet. 

BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE? 

For an ecologically benign and fully inte- 
grated MSW recycling system with a 
capacity from 1,000 tpy to 5,000,000 tpy. 
Call today if you want a tomorrow. 

Tel : 0785 225941 or fax: 0785 51567 





OMMIIMLNI 
with 
OM PASSION 


24 Hour Service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 


EDWARD CARTER 


Funeral Director 

107 South Avenue, Abingdon, Oxon, 0X14 IQS 
Telephone: Abingdon (0235) 528293/520958 


"‘Eton D orney 

c e n t r em 

Accommodation for Groups up to 25 in a friendly, rural 
vicarage close to the River Thames, near Windsor 
• Conference Facilities • Indoor Games - Table Tennis/Snooker • 
TV and Video • Outdoor Games area - Football/Volleyball • 
Playground - Slide/swings/climbing frame • Rowing Boats on 
River Thames 

Write to: Colin Morton 
The Eton Dorney Centre 
The Vicarage, Dorney, 

Windsor, Berks, SL4 6QS 
for our latest brochure. 

Tel no: (0628) 662823 



VISCOUNT 


CHURCH 


WE are NOT the LARGEST: 



ORGANS 


WE are NOT the OLDEST 


(and we don’t know whether we sell more organs than our competitors) 
We may not even be the BEST — unless our customers say so. 


BUT BEFORE 


choosing a new ‘pipeless ’/digital organ for your church or 
HOME, you should consider our unrivalled choice of single, 
two and three manual (sound sampled) organs in tab or 
drawstop format. 

FIFTEEN MODELS - £550 to £11,000 inc VAT 
Please write for brochure , or visit our showroom at: 

5 Caxton Way, Watford Business Park, Watford 
WD1 8UA. Tel. 0923 247437 or answerphone 071 370 3431. 


EMMBROOK COURT 

RETIREMENT HOUSING 
WITH A DIFFERENCE 

Security, safety and care in a beautiful setting 

Emmbrook Court, a unique new development by Retirement 
Security Ltd in Reading, is specifically designed for retired 
people who are finding it difficult to manage in their own 
homes, but do not wish to give up their independence and 
want to keep their capital intact. 

Retirement Security has been named by the consumer 
magazine "Which?'’ as providing comprehensive facilities 
and additional services for their customers. 

Very sheltered accommodation means that if you purchase 
a retirement home at Emmbrook Court you will not have to 
move out even if you become very frail or disabled. 

You will be completely independent, but friendly staff will 
be there every day of the year, 24 hours of the day, should 
you need them. 

At Emmbrook Court, there is a dining room offering very good 
reasonably priced meals, so that if you don't feel like cook- 
ing for yourself, you won't have to. 

Emmbrook Court is managed by local Reading people with 
a wide knowledge of services for retired folk. 

The development is close to shops, but quiet and spacious, 
fully covered by the new National House Building Code for 
Sheltered Housing. 

Owners at Emmbrook Court can also feel safe and secure 
since the developers have taken advice from both police and 
the fire authority. 

Pets are welcome, and the development is set in three acres 
of attractive, private woodland. 

Apartments available from £73,800 (shared equity scheme). 
A brochure and full information is available from: 

RETIREMENT SECURITY LTD 
15 Boult Street, Reading RG1 4RD. 

Telephone: 0734 503745 

'Supported by Nationwide Anglia Building Society) 


UNDER 

STRESS? 

Stress therapist Marie Bewley 
fully qualified in Reflexology and 
Physical Essential Oils Therapy, 
has set up her practice in 
Abingdon. Her leading ministry 
has been blessed by Lord 
Coggan at Bede House Convent. 

For Further Information 

Telephone: 

ABINGDON 555932 


DUMONT ALTAR BREADS 

PRIESTS, PEOPLE AND 
CONCELEBRATION SIZES 
WHITE AND WHOLEMEAL ALSO 
GLUTEN-FREE and SEALED-EDGE 
WAFERS 

Price lists and details on request from: 

X E A DUMONT LTD., High Street, Lyminge, 

I// Fotetone, Kent CT 18 8EL Tel: (0303) 863193 


David Silvey & Son 

Cooks Funeral Service 

Funeral Directors 

72 Broad Street 

Westbourne Street 

Chesham 

High Wycombe 

Bucks 

Bucks 

HP5 3DX 

Tel: (0494) 529193 

Tel: (0494)791359 

24-Hours Service. Pre-payment funeral plan available 

Members of the National Association of Funeral Directors 


Sick Pay Problems ? 

If you are sick - who pays the bills? 

PROTECT YOUR FAMILY'S INCOME 
JM OUR SICUESS BENEFIT SCHEME 

Other Insurances also available 
For details write to: 

'3 AWCItWT ORDER OF FORESTERS 


Freepost, 51 Hill Avenue, 
Amersham, Bucks HP6 5BR 


or telephone (0494) 433604 

Mmmbmr of LAUTRO 


Tailors and Mercers 


A B 

for your Wedding 
Album, Greetings Cards, 
Testimonials, Mementos, 
Scrolls, Certificates, 
Poems, Posters. 

TONY WITNEY 

4 Church Lane, 
Newland, Witney, Oxon 
OX8 6JZ 
(0993) 774754 


$The DOOR 


is the Church Newspaper 
of the Diocese of Oxford. 
It is produced by the 
Diocese in Association 
with Oxford Newspapers 
— part of Goodhead 
Publishing an dis 
distributed by Church 
Membership to 1 50,000 
readers in the three 
archdeaconries of Oxon, 
Bucks and Berks. 


Capes/Cassocks (made to measure, fitted out on premises ). 

Stocks - Vestocks - Cottas - Collars (Plastic or Linen), Shirts ( Black, 
Grey or Blue), Academic Gowd£, Hoods and Choir Robes. 

Ready to wear Cassocks from £40. 

You can be assured of our personal attention to cut, fit and quality. 

Pleas* call or telephone us at: 

119 HIGH STREET, OXFORD OX1 4BX 

TELEPHONE: 242756 4 ! 



To advertise in this 
newspaper please contact: 

Glyn Davies on: 
Oxford 

( 0865 ) 880505 


JDZ CJ\pE OF FVA^I GFL-I SyVY 
J\_RURJ\L CHURCH THIMJqNiQ of AMSSIOM! 
THINK . 


.MISSION. FOK CHRIST — EViVN^EX-LSA^ 

gUESTUMG LODGE, Z A\ARTUM£AtI LAME, 
HASTINGS , EAST SUSSEJC, 

Tel : ol SL SL9.3SU- 


TKL3S SXS- 


WE EXIST TO HEUP YOU SHARE 
YOUR FAITH WITH YOUR COTVWWUAf I TV ' 


<cx St. Andrews Bookshop Ltd 


AT YOUR SERVICE 


BIBLES 

ACROSS THE 

GREETINGS CARDS 

BOOKS 

COMMENTARIES 

DIOCESE 

POSTERS 

CASSETTES & C.D.’s 

A.S.B.’s 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

57c St Clements *3‘ 65 High Street 

Oxford Great Missenden 

0X4 1AG . 

FRAMED PICTURES 
STATIONERY 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKS 

JEWELLERY etc. 

‘SPECIAL’ 

Tel: (0865) 247567 Tel^(02406)^168 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

ORDERS 

SUPPLIES 


60 London Street 
Reading 
Berks 
RG1 4SQ 

Tel: (0734) 576078 


2 Kingsway House 
King Street 
Maidenhead 
Berks 
SL6 1EE 

Tel. (0628) 21985 


50 Church Street 
Wolverton 
Milton Keynes 
Bucks 
MK12 5JW 
Tel. (0908) 221331 


152 Desborough Road 
High Wycombe 
Bucks 
HP1 1 2QA 
Tel. (0494) 22004 



























Arts & Crafts 

at Dinton Village Hall 

From 10.30am - 5pm 

Exhibition in Church and 
Flower Festival, 

Teas in Village Hall, 
afternoon. 

Quarter Peal in Morning 
and Concert at 7.30pm 
(Organ Recital and Soprano) 


COMMUNITY CARE 

CARERS 

NEEDED 

We provide a caring service for the elderly 
and disabled in their own homes. If you 
have caring experience, hours to spare, 
day or night, and transport: 

Please ring (0993) 700050 
for details of pay and hours. 

(Reg as an Emp Agy/Bus) 




OXFORD RAILINGS 


SPECIALIST CASTING AND 
PATTERN MAKING 




warn 


CAST IRON RAILINGS 

7 LITTLE CLARENDON STREET, OXFORD OX1 2HP 
TEL: OXFORD (0865) $4196 FAX (086S) 53833 


jj 
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St James, New Bradwell 

feitmt of <utd /M 

on Sat 12th - Monday 14th Sept 

Refreshments all day Saturday. 
Ploughmans lunch on Monday. 

Concert on Saturday by 
Stantonbury Chamber Choir. 
Festival Evensong Sunday 6.00pm 


' TREVOR DEAN ' 

Stone restoration, churches and 
historical buildings, mullion windows, 
fireplaces, headstones, garden 
ornaments, etc. 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THE DOOR 

Telephone Oxford 
(0865) 880505 


HOLY LAND TOUR 


Vtslllnn: JerutiiM, IKhlKitn. Ini Sm. 
JtiidM. Tl turf si cmarw etc. 


Dep date: 9th Feb 1993. 
Length of tour: 10 days. 

Price: Basic Cost - £539. Insurance -£11.50. 
Td Aviv Deparkire Tax - £10. Qratuif es - £15. 
Optional Tour/Yad Vashem - £1 0 

Please note prices quoted are from Gatwick 
Airport We intend to run a ooach tote airport 
at a small extra tee (from Nort Oxfordshire). 
For further detals: 

Contact Ruth & Gaorge Hicks 
Tel: (0608) 677228 



NOAH'S ARK 


Pet Transport 
Service 

An invaluable servioe for elderly, invalid or 
non-driving pet owners. I will deliver with 
care and safety to vets, kennels, grooming, 
salon and house moves. 

Pauline Child 

Beaconsfield (0494) 671737 



CRISP AND READY TO SERVE 

A vocations breakfast 



A chance to think and learn about paid and voluntary 
ministry in the Anglican Church 
Saturday 26th September 
9.00-11. 15am 


Cost £2 

St Thomas’ Hall, Mayflower Way, Beaconsfield. 
For further details phone (0494) 672750 ^|j 




PICTURE POSTCARDS 

YOUR 

CHURCH 


HIGH QUALITY : LOW COST 
Please send for prices and a sample 
card to:- TIM BRYCE Photography. 

69 Shilton Road, Carterton, Oxon. OX18 IEN. 


Telephone (0993) 841510 



Telephone: Tysoe 

0295 680474 J 



RETIRED? 
UNEMPLOYED? 

Sobell House Hospice Needs Your Help. 

WITNEY 

We are opening our New Charity Shop in Langdale Court, 
Witney in June and are seeking Volunteers to assist with the 
Day to Day running of it. If you can spare one hour or one 
mom ing/afte moon please contact: 

Sharr NeCheyae 0805 741342 


If you have any unwanted clothes, brie a brae, miscellaneous items, 
porcelain, pictures, etc, in fact almost anything that we could 
sell through our Charity Shops then please contact the 
above to arrange collection. 






1992 SALE PROGRAMME 

September 30th Most Categories represented inc Cricket & other 
sports. 

October 7th Fine Art Sale Inc Pictures & Prints. 

Illustrated Books and Reference 
November 11th Inc Philosophy, Economics, Law, Science 
and Medicine. 

December 16th Inc Children s Books, Toys and Games. 

Specialist Auctioneers & Valuers 
Salerooms & Offices: The Old School, Maxwell Street, 
Swindon, Wiltshire SN1 5DR 
Tel: (0793) 611340 Fax: (0793) 491727 




THE "NO FUSS" WAY TO 
TRANSFORM YOUR HALL 


The dream staircase you've 
always wanted is just a phone- 
call away. Because now, you can 
have your old banisters replaced 
by beautiful timber balustrading, 
without the need for any 
structural changes. 

Reliable craftsmen will fit 
genuine Richard Burbidge 
Stairparts for you, with the 
minimum of fuss and mess. 

Bring timeless, traditional 
style to your hallway and add 
value to your home. 

Simply call us for a free 

quotation today. 

For advice and quotation telephone 
Nick Bridges and Company 
High Wycombe 
0494 881995 

RICHARD BURBIDGE APPROVED INSTALLER 


^^ichard 

Burbidge 

Homefit 



Natonai htpecton Council tor 
Bacfrcai frntaftaten Contractor* 

■ 

m|e= eic 

APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


<Jheoen& 


SftM&lbegfie/cl 

Electrical Contractors 



Tel: Witney (0993) 778955 & 772144 
Fax: (0993) 776774 


INCORPORATING 

STANDFAST 

SECURITY 

SYSTEMS 

(WITNEY) 



Tel: (0993) 773699 

Diocesan Approved 



A Quaker Conference Centre near Wantage 

Events in 1992 

Creative Responses to Conflict in Schools Sept 18-20 
Alternatives to Violence Basic Workshop Oct 23-25 

Health Care in Africa; Choices about Aid Dec 12 

For information about these and other events at 
Chamey Manor, please contact: 

Resident Friends on (0235) 868206 
or write to 

Chamey Manor, Charney Bassett 
Wantage 0X12 OEJ J 



THE EMBROIDERY 
DEPARTMENT 

All Saints Convent 
St Mary's Road, Oxford OX4 1RU 


For all your church embroidery and textile needs, including 
Vestments, Fair Linens, Altar Frontals and Banners. 
Enquiries to: 

Embroidery Department, AH Saints Convent 

Tel: 0865 248627 


TRACEY NURSING 
HOME 

MEMBER REGISTERED 
NURSING HOME 
ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL MEDICAL & 

CONVALESCENT IN A HOMELY, 

CARING ATMOSPHERE 

Fully trained staff in attendance day and 

night. 

Central beating, good food, H/C and 
colour TV in all rooms. Single or double 
room. Day room. Lift. Pleasant gardens. 
Registered by Oxfordshire Health Authority 
Personal attention of Matron S.D. 
Wilkinson SRN, SCM 
24/26 Broughton Road, Banbury. Oxon 

BANBURY 62530 


WORLDWIDE 
★ TRAVEL ★ 


Exclusive low fares for 
Missionary Societies, Churches 
and Independent Travellers from 
appointed RAPT1M Agent. 

KEY TRAVEL 

94-06 Evers holt Street, 
London NW1 IBP. 

* Tel: 071 387 4933 
ABTA* IATA* Fax: 071 387 1090 



SUMMER HOLIDAYS "j 
FRANCE A ND SPAIN 

Luxury mobile homes. Mediterranean coast, swimming pools, 
restaurant, supermarket etc. 

Ferries - Flights and Insurance arranged. 

ALSO MOBILE HOME SALES ABROAD 
For details: 

G. F. Treheme, TRECARESE HOLIDAYS 
Tel: (0865) 820165 (24 Hour AnNwrqilionr) 


''park home living 

THE OMAR WAY 

A selection of new homes now 
available on our residential parks in 
Kent, Bucks, Berks and Herts 

If you want the peace and tranquility of our rural locations 
but need to commute to the city we probably have just the 
home for you. With prices starting from as little as £30,000 
fully furnished for a comfortable one-bedroomed model to 
around £60,000 for a 2/3-bedroomed luxury home with a 
wide selection of designs to suit every need. 

Finance available (eubject to atatua). 

Further details available from Ted Slough on 





( 0784 ) 463877 


y 


WE NEED LINK FAMILIES 

The Western Corner Project supports children with disabilities. 
Every family benefits from the support and friendship of relatives, 
friends and neighbours. Famihes of children with disabilities need 
this support even more. 

We are looking for special families, keen to offer frientlship and 
support to children with disabilities. 

If you could offer occasional overnight stays, then Western Corner’s 
Link Family Scheme would like to hear from you. 

Previous experience is not needed. We will train you ami pay your 
expenses. 

Do you have the time and energy for this? 

For more information on the Link Family Scheme please contact: 



RACHAEL SHERRATT on 
Witney 772973 or 706404 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 
MAKING LIVES WORTH LIVING 



SHADES V 
OF 

GLASS 


Craftsman Built Lead light and Stained Glass Windows 
Specialists in Church repairs and replacement windows 
Call us for free quotes on 

★ Repair or Replacement to lead light 

★ Repair or Replacement to Vandal Damage 

★ Repair or Replacement to Painted Details 

★ Repair or Replacement to Stained Glass and Engraved Detail 
Reference available, work undertaken on many local Churches and 

Colleges 


Interest Free Terms Available 

OXFORD (0865) 340831 

12 Fan* Drive, BerinsfiekJ, Oxon 



SPORTS INJURY AND 

physiotherapy CLINIC 


Bisham Abbey National Sports Centre 
Nr Marlow. Buckinghamshire S7 1RT 

SPORTS & ORTHOPEDIC 


at BISHAM ARREY 
NATIONAL SPORTS CENTRE 

Abbey Medical Services are pleased to 
announce that the Sports Injuries Clinic 
has now re-opened 

The Clinic is fully staffed by a Medical Specialist, 
qualified physiotherapists, sports masseur and 
osteopath, specialising in the treatment of sports and 
orthopedic injuries. 

Treatment methods include manipulation / 
mobilisations, physio electrotherapy, corticosteroid 
injection techniques, acupuncture, rehabilitation 
exercise programmes and gait analysis / orthotic 
prescription. 

APPOINTMENTS CAN BE MADE DIRECT 
EITHER BY CALLING IN OR 
TEL: (0628) 481866 or FAX: (0628) 481797 
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jews in oxford Nuns speak for themselves 

ir, the Oxford Jewish congregation is celebrating its 150th 


This year, the Oxford Jewish congregation is celebrating its 150th 
anniversary, and the centenary of its move to Richmond Road, 
Jericho. To commemorate this event an exhibition has been mounted 
at the Oxford Museum, and two books have been published: The Jews 
of Oxford by Professor David Lewis, and ThenAndNow.A Collection 
of Recollections compiled by Freda Silver Jackson. 

From Norman times until the late 13th century, Oxford was the home 
of a sizeable Jewish community. Professor Lewis’s book tells the 
story of Oxford Jewry from the 1600s to the present day. One 
interesting character from the earlier period is Joel Zacharias, who 
opened a mackintosh shop in Commarket in the 1880s (‘Zac's Macs’). 
But the Jewish community remained small right up until the outbreak 
of the second world war, when it was often difficult to achieve a 
minyan (the quorum of ten adult men needed for the liturgy). 

All this changed after the war. There was such a large influx of 
refugees from Europe, evacuees from London and service personnel 
that overflow congregations had to meet in church and school halls. 
This aspect of the Oxford Jewish story comes to life in the second 
book, Then And Now. . I found the story of the building of the new 
synagogue and centre, which were opened in 1974, to be of most 
interest. Readers may be surprised to learn that this synagogue is a 
kind of Jewish local ecumenical experiment. It is affiliated to no 
particular branch of Judaism, and has no resident minister. Orthodox, 
Reform and Liberal services are held in the building. Both books are 
beautifully produced, cost £16 each, and are available from the Oxford 
Jewish Congregation, 21 Richmond Road, Oxford OX1 2JL. 

Tony Moore 

Tony Moore is Ecumenical Officer for Oxfordshire , and a member of 
the Council of Christians and Jews. 


Mary Loudon (bom 1966 and 
brought up in Wantage) has con- 
ceived and produced a splendid 
first book, Unveiled: Nuns Talk- 
ing (Chatto and Windus, £9.99). 
I say ‘produced’ rather than 
‘written’, since after her intro- 
duction, each chapter consists of 
the autobiographical story of ten 
members of religious communi- 
ties, which she has put together 
from taperecorded conversa- 
tions. 

A lot of time and travelling, 
including a journey to India, went 
into the making of this collec- 
tion. Mary spent several days or 
weeks in the convents and con- 
ducted the interviews over a pe- 
riod, and then put them together 
on her typewriter, slightly edited 
— insufficiently edited, I 
thought, in the case of the first 
chapter, which irritated with too 
many expressions of “Oh gosh” 
and “sort of’ and inaccuracies, 
for instance on the ordination of 



women. But don’t be put off. 

Have you ever wondered what 
induced young women to em- 
brace the vows of poverty, chas- 
tity and obedience; what their 
families thought of such a step; 
whether they had ever been in 
love; whether they are afflicted 
with claustrophobia; and, of 
course, what they actually DO ? 
The nuns interviewed were ei- 
ther contemplatives, or active in 


Understanding through history 



Is a centenary history, written by a priest who 
trained at the theological college which his 
Community has mn since 1903, of more than 
local interest? Resoundingly this volume an- 
swers ‘Yes’. In The Community of the Resur- 
rection: A Centenary History (£25 ) Alan 
Wilkinson not only charts the history of a 
religious community but gives a broader 
understanding of much that has made the 
Church of England tick in the last hundred 
years — no mean achievement. 

Founded in the chapel of Pusey House in 
Oxford by Charles Gore (known to his 
contemporaries as ‘the evening wolf), and 


five priests including Walter Frere, both of 
whom later became bishops, the community 
moved first to Radley Vicarage near Oxford 
and then to the bleak mill town in West York- 
shire by which the Mirfield Fathers are known 
today .The more recent history of the Commu- 
nity is a varied one of political radicalism in 
Rhodesia, South Africa and East London, of 
spiritual earnestness and zeal, of preaching 
and of Missions. To each of these Wilkinson 
does justice, pausing to offer CR as an exam- 
ple to the wider Church which has not always 
had the same courage to learn to be itself. 
Bishops designate and elect often make a habit 


of taking a few quiet days in the Community 
before their consecration. They are right to 
think that Mirfield still has resources for the 
Church of the next century. This book makes 
evident that behind the walls of CR there 
beats a heart breathing life for the future of 
the Church. 

Nicholas Cranfield 
Dr Cranfield trained for the priesthood at 
Mirfield froml 979- 1981, and has recently 
moved from the Oxford Diocese where he 
was Principal of the Berkshire Christian 
Training Scheme to be Chaplain at Selwyn 
College, Cambridge. 


teaching or counselling, or work- 
ing with victims of AIDS. 

Five of the nuns are Roman 
Catholics, and five Anglicans. 
We hear about their childhoods 
and student experiences — hor- 
rific in Germany, devout in Ire- 
land, comfortable in Yorkshire, 
dangerous in South Africa — 
and how some still have parents 
alive while others hardly knew 
their father or mother. 

Several of these women had 
been agnostics, others had 
Jewish or Methodist 
backgrounds: most are now in 
favour of the ordination of 
women to the priesthood, though 
not necessarily for themselves. 
But all testify to the sense of a 
calling, however unexpected or 
however long awaited, until the 
opportunity arrived, to enter the 
‘religious life’. 

There are no regrets, but none 
of the conversations ignores the 
difficulties and privations and 
tensions of community life. 

It is a marvellously candid book 
— which ends with a rather dar- 
ing or perversely provocative 


piece (it depends on your point of 
view, but it is downright honest) 
by Sister Briggita, CSMV. 

“I don’t know what the clergy 
selection committee does, but... I 
had a great deal to do with one of 
the theological colleges in Ox- 
ford, and I thought the students 
were WEEDS... not the material 
to be leaders of the church 
militant... I don’t believe God is 
especially interested in 
religion. . . Christ came among men 
to ABOLISH church institutions 
of his time, and we’re keeping up 
the myth that the kind of church 
we have is just what he wanted. . .” 

I do not agree with the two 
contributors’ criticism that the 
haunting, wistful cover photo- 
graph (reproduced above) of the 
young nun is ‘salacious’. Rather, 
to me it suggests just a hint of 
doubt — ‘What am I doing with 
my life?’ 

And the chapters in the book are 
the answer: positive and 
affirming; and Mary Loudon, 
herself as yet “unable to subscribe 
to the established church” 
deserves an accolade for this 
venture into the world of 
investigative journalism. 

Her book reminds me of those 
lively descriptions 30 years ago 
which Paul Ferris of The Observer 
wrote first about the clergy of the 
Church of England and then of 
doctors of medicine. Mary 
Loudon is in the same class. 

Wilfrid Browning 

Canon Browning is the former 
director of the Diocesan Course 
of Preparation for the Non- 
Stipendiary Ministry. 


hm Tower of London 



The Tower of London is one of the most famous fortified buildings in the world. 
Begun in 1078 by William the Conqueror, in its 900-year history the Tower has 
been a palace, prison, mint and even a zoo! Today the Tower houses the Crown 
Jewels, and the Royal Armouries' collections of arms and armour. 

Also on view are the Instruments of Torture and the infamous Bloody Tower. 
The Wall Walk takes visitors around the Tower's ramparts. Free guided tours by 
the Yeoman Warders and, of course, the legendary Ravens. 

Open: March-October, Monday-Saturday 09.30-17.45, Sunday 10.00-17.45. 
Last admission 17.00. November-February, Monday-Saturday only 09. 30- 
lb. 30. Last admission 16.00. 

Closed 1 January, Good Friday, 24-26 December. 

Jewel House closed January each year. 

Enquiries: 071-709 0765. Admission charge. 

Tower Hill Fenchurch Street 


PARCHMENT (Bicester) 

Printers 

and 

Stationers 

Now open in Bicester 

13 DEANS COURT 
MARKET SQUARE 
BICESTER 
Tel: (0869) 322259 

For all your printing, 
copying and 
stationery needs 

Present this advert 
for a 10% introductory 
discount on first purchase. 

One per person 


(A division of 

PARCHMENT (Oxford) LIMITED) 


IS YOUR GARDEN "GREEN"? 

If your aim is to avoid the use of chemicals, we can help you with our 
range of products. 

For details of FLEECES, BLACK, CLEAR, BLACK/WHITE, 
POLYTHENES, WATER PERMEABLE MULCHES & RELATED 
PRODUCTS. 

Send SAE to: Polythena (Dept SOC), 

76 Oakiands VENUE, WATFORD, WD1 4LW 
Telephone: 0923 228047 



Social and Wedding Photography 

Bill Pound LRPS 

3 Heath Drive 
Binfield Heath 
Henley-on-Thames 

Tel: (0734) 478227 

Tel Mobile : (0831) 279505 


ISb) 


Missenden Abbey 
In Buckinghamshire 


WEEKEND courses all year round 
SUMMER SCHOOL weeks July 26nd- August 22nd 
STAINED GLASS Workshop October 9th/1 1th 
PAINTING with COLOURED LIGHT (Stained Glass) 

Stage 1: July 26th-August 1st - Stage 2 ; August 2nd-8th 
Brochures with details of tfiese and other courses for 
ART - CRAFT - LANGUAGES - HISTORY - SCIENCE etc 
MISSENDEN ABBEY; GT MISSENDEN, BUCKS HP IB OBD 
Telephone: Q4S4 SS0Z8S/8 




-• • . .. Administrator: Dr. W.G. Peterson 

O UTfnnU 124 Darnley Road, Gravesend, 

IvVLo Tflin Kent DA 11 OSN 

: - - _ . . Telephone: (0474) 533686 

AMISSION 

IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES CRAFTSMEN 
STARVE FOR WANT OF GOOD 
HAND TOOLS 

Let us have your hand tools to refurbish and 
send to those who have been trained but cannot 
afford their own tools and equipment. 

YOUR MONEY WILL SEND & BUY SCARCE TOOLS 

Relisted Charity 248394 
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Jimmy takes a bow 



Olde worlde courtesies such as kissing a lady’s hand come 
naturally to Sir Jimmy Savile, and when he officially 
opened the Centre for Integrated Living at Milton Keynes 
on July 14 he was in his element The Centre, which forms 
part of the Church of Christ the Cornerstone building, will 
help disabled people to live ordinary independent lives. Sir 
Jimmy, a practising Roman Catholic who regularly works 
as a hospital volunteer, spoke to all the disabled people 
present at the opening. 

Photo: Keith EUis 


CHRISTCHURCH 
CATHEDRAL OXFORD 

Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion. 
10am Matins. 11.15am Sung Eucharist. 
6pm Evensong. Weekdays: 7.15am Mat- 
ins. 7.35am Holy Communion. 6pm Even- 
song (Thursdays Evensong 5.35pm and 
Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

SEPTEMBER 

Tue 1 READING. A week of celebra- 
tions at St Giles-in-Reading, Southamp- 
ton St. Tuesday: 7.30pm solemn concele- 
brated mass, preacher Bishop Graham 
Leonard. Thursday: 2-5pm Children’s 
activity day in Church. Saturday after- 
noon: church street fair. 

Sat 5 UPTON near Slough. Medieval 
Fayre at St Laurence Church 10am-4pm. 
Entrance 25p. Exhibitions, brass rubbing, 
pottery, crafts, raffles, refreshments. 

Sat 5 MONKS RISBOROUGH. St Dun- 
stan’s Church fete 2pm. Information: 
08444 3016. 

Sat 5 MIDDLE CLAYDON. Church 
fete in Claydon House garden 2-5pm. 
Flower festival in All Saints’. 

Sat 5 - Son 6 SANDFORD ON 
THAMES. 10am-6pm. Flower festival, 
St Andrew’s, to celebrate Diocese’s 450 
years. Sunday: Songs of Praise, 6.30pm. 
Sun 6 DORCHESTER. Abbey Open 
Day 2-5. 30pm followed by choral even- 
song 6pm. Free. Guided tours, organ re- 
citals, craft exhibition. 

Sun 6 HADDENHAM. Festival choral 
evensong 6.30pm at St Mary the Virgin. 
Preacher Bishop John Taylor. 

Sun 6 CHARLBURY. Taiz6 service 
6.30pm after Evensong. 

Sun 6 ROTHERFIELD GREYS. 
Church and village fete at Greys Court 2- 
5pm. 

Sun 6 MURSLEY. Deanery Sunday 
Schools Festival 12 -4pm at St Barnabas’ 
Church, Linslade. 

Sun 6 - Sat 12 OXFORD. Conference at 
St Stephen’s House on Evangelism and 
Faith. A combination of study, fellowship 
and worship. Speakers include David 
Winter (Communicationg the Gospel 
Today) Judith Collins (Making Belief) 
and Leonard Pepper (Caring for our Green 
Planet). £215 inclusive. Husbands &wives 
welcome. Bookings: Inter- Anglican Study 
Programme Inc, The Revd Robin Eastoe, 
1465 London Road, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex 
SS9 2SB. 

Mon 7 - Tue 8 OXFORD. St Giles’ 
Church Fair 10am. Flower Festival and 
painting s in celebration of flowers by 
Julia Lrken and Lulu Taylor. 

Sat 12 ! »HINFIELD. St Mary’s Church 
fete 2pni. 

Sat 12 FENNY STRATFORD. Open 
Day at St Martin’s Church 10am-5pm. 
Floral displays, exhibition and refresh- 
ments. Concert 7.30pm. Tel: 0908 372825. 
Mon 14 LITTLEMORE. Rehearsals 
begin for Nov concert: Rutter Gloria and 
anthems by Parry, Goss, Vaughan- Wil- 
liams. Singers required. Meet St Clem- 
ent’s Family Centre 7.45pm. Details: 
Music and Worship Foundation 0865 
774254. 

Mon 14 • Sun 27 READING. Exhibition 
of photographs and parish records by 
Berkshire Record Office to celebrate 450 
years. 9am-3.30pm Mon-Fri. 9am- 2pm 


Sat at St Mary’s Church, The Butts. 
Wed 16 WANTAGE. Healing service at 
St Peter and St Paul 8pm. 

Wed 16 AYLESBURY. Leading House- 
groups’. First in series from Chiltem Chris- 
tian Training Programme with Revd Keith 
Lamdin. £8. Details: 024 027 550. 

Thu 17 OXFORD. Study day and cele- 
bration at St Clement’s startsl0.30am. 
Address on Theology and Renewal by 
David Gillett and Moving out with Re- 
newal by Michael Mitton. Cost £5, take 
own lunch. At 8pm, Celebration. Infor- 
mation: Revd Don Brewin, Walton Parish 
Office, Walton Hall, Walton St, Ayles- 
bury HP21 7QX. tel: 0296 82068. 

Thu 17 - Sat 19 SUTTON COURTE- 
NAY. General Synod retreat at The Ab- 
bey, Sutton Courtenay on the eve of the 
vote on the ordination of women. Contact 
The Abbey, Sutton Courtenay, Nr Abing- 
don, OX14 4AF. 

Fri 18 - Sun 20 WANTAGE. Healing 
through the senses. A retreat at S. Mary’s 
Convent led by Sister Barbara Thomas 
and Revd David Platt. Telephone 02357 
60170. 

Sat 19 HIGH WYCOMBE. Church 
Union. Day’s pilgrimage to Walsingham. 
Assemble at St Francis’, Terriers. Tele- 
phone 0844 216772. 

Sat 19 HIGH WYCOMBE. Flowers for 
Festivals. Workshop with Barbara Spong. 
10am -4pm Holmer Green Church Cen- 
tre. £10. Details: Chiltem Christian Train- 
ing Programme 024 027 550. 

Sat 19 - Sat Oct 3 MILTON 
KEYNES.Church of Christ the Corner- 
stone: Peace and Justice Centre Exhibi- 
tion of life-sized figures based on Oxford- 
Guatemala link. Oct 2 , Second exhibition 
of figures arising out of Milton Keynes’ 
own links. 

Sat 19 WANTAGE. At Parish Church 
7.30pm The Oxford Academy of Music 
with trios by Hugh Rice and Schubert and 
Sonata for violin and piano by Clsar 
Franck. Tickets £5 and £3 from 02357 
4278. 

Sat 19 - Sun 20 TVER. St Leonard’s, 
Richings Park Flower Festival and exhi- 
bition 9am - 6pm Sat, 2pm - 6pm Sun. 
Also Music Sat 8pm and Festival services 
Sunday at 10.30am and 6.30pm. Details 
0753 651878. 

Mon 21 BEACONSFIELD. Business- 
men’s Fellowship dinner at Fifth Avenue 
Restaurant, Maxwell Road 7.30pm. Book- 
ings Bob Sutton 02407 4689. 

Mon 21 THEALE. Does the Bible help 
us make Decisions? The first in a series of 
lectures on Hard Questions for the Brad- 
field Deanery at Theale Green School 
8pm. Weekly lectures t include Is Reli- 
gion about keeping rules? and Is there a 
Christian understanding of Sex? Infor- 
mation: Revd David Meara 0491 671223. 
Mon 21 - Thu 24 BIRMINGHAM. Ec- 
umenical Conference for all new students 
at the University, called ‘Where is God in 
Birmingham?’ To register contact Anna 
Lumb, 41 Westfield Drive, Lightcliffe, 
Halifax HX3 8AW. 

Tue 22 WANTAGE. Series of 10 talks 
on Discovering the Bible. To be held 
every Tuesday night 7.30 - 9.30pm at the 
Community Education Centre Tel Wan- 
tage 4821. Enrol between 7.30- 9pm on 
Sept 14. 

Thu 24 - Sat 26 CAVERSHAM. Har- 


vest flower festival St Peter’s 1 lam - 5pm 
(10am-5pm Sat). Free. Refreshments. 
Fri 25 OXFORD. Open Day at 37 Rich- 
mond Rd from 11am. Bring and buy and 
refreshments. Proceeds to PORTAGE, a 
scheme for pre-school children with cer- 
ebral palsy. 

Fri 25 - Sun 27 THEALE. 160 years at 
Holy Trinity Church: exhibition of local 
industry and businesses with flower dis- 
play. 10am - 6pm every day. Choir con- 
cert on Sat 7.30pm. Tickets 0734 302168. 
Sunday: Family Communion 10am and 
Songs of Praise 6.30pm with Pangboume 
Silver Band. 

Fri 25 - Sun 27 LYNDHURST. Creative 
Writing Weekend at Minstead Lodge led 
by Judy Higgins. Information Sue Wig- 
gans 0703 812297. 

Sat 26/Sun 27 ABINGDON. St Michael 
and All Angels. Exhibition of art embroi- 
dery by Jacquie Binns. 9am-7pmSat 26 
HAMBLEDEN. Music and poetry at St 
Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets £5.50. 
Piano duo by Nicola and Alexandra Bib- 
by and poems by Edith Sitwell read by 
Christopher Scouler. Information 0491 
574652. 

Sat 26 NORTHAMPTON. Ecumenical 
Conference, part two (follows on from 
May). 1 lam to 7.30pm at Abington Vale 
Middle School. Children’s Bible classes. 
Speaker Revd John Knight, Rector of 
Emmanuel Church. Telephone Diane 
Revitt 0234 711788. 

Sat 26 WANTAGE. Challow Chamber 
Singers at 7.30pm. Tickets £5/£3 from 
02357 4278. 

Sat 26 - Fri 2 Oct OXFORD. Michael- 
mas Exhibition of landscape studies by 
Nina Strudwick. Hartland Rooms, St 
Anne’s College 10am-5 pm/Sat 2pm-5pm 
Sat 26 - Sat Oct 17 WOOBURN. This 
year’s festival includes: Sept 27 Recital 
by Young Musicians; Oct 1 Caroline Lynn 
and the Tris Harris Quartet at the Cheq- 
uers; Oct 2 Visual Arts Exhibition opened 
by Lucinda Lambton; Oct 3 Black Jazz; 
Oct 4 Midsummer Nights Dream; Oct 7 
Susan Can lectures on Picasso; Oct 13 
Tour of five churches; Oct 17 Final Con- 
cert - Handel amd Howells in High Wy- 
combe Parish Church. Much more in this 
festival first started by St Paul’s Church in 
1967. Full programme from Box Office, 
18 The Parade, Bourne End. 0628 524243 
(Tues - Sat mornings). 

Sun 27 OXFORD. Sing-in of Handel’s 
Messiah at St Barnabas’ Church, Jericho 
at 8pm conducted by Philip Cove. Infor- 
mation: J Simpson, RSCM Oxfordshire, 
10 The Limes, Dorchester-on-Thames, 
Wallingford 0X10 7LL 
Sun 27 - Sat 3 October SLOUGH. A 
week of activities at St Mary’s starting 
with St Mary ’s Dedication Festival 930am 
Festival Eucharist and 6.30pm Evensong. 
Thursday 29: Concert at 8pm with Store- 
yville Tickle Band, tickets £3. Fri 2 Oct: 
8pm, concert by St Mary’s Choir. Sat 3: 
9.30am- 1pm St Mary’s market. 5pm Even- 
song by Choir of Christ Church Cathe- 
dral, Oxford. Preacher Archdeacon of 
Buckingham. 0753 29988. 

Mon 28 ASTON CLINTON. Introduc- 
tion day for course (to be held Jan 1993) 
on ‘Training the Trainer’. The course 
covers the training cycle, how adults learn, 
training methods etc. Contact The Train- 
ing Unit, Green Park Centre, Aston Clin- 


ton, HP22 5NE. 

Tue 29 WATUNGTON. Three speak- 
ers, including Revd Barbara Doubtfire, 
Parish Development Advisor to the Dio- 
cese, discuss The Church and the Village 
Appraisal. 7.45 - 9.30pm in The Church 
Hall. Free. 

OCTOBER 

Thu 1 MARLOW. ‘Coping with Loss’ 
Eight-week course with Nick Molony £22. 
Details: Chiltem Christian Training Pro- 
gramme 024 027 550. Enrolments by 24 
September. 

Fri 2 - Sun 4 AYLESBURY. Flower 
festival at St Peter’s Church, Quarrendon 
Fri and Satl0.30am-5.30pm, Sun 2- 
5.30pm followed by Evensong at 6pm 
and auction of Harvest produce in aid of 
USPG. Information 0296 86481. 

Fri 2 • Sun 4 OXFORD. Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham. Contact Revd Martin Flat- 
man 0865 242396. 

Fri 2 - Sun 4 SUTTON COURTENAY. 
Retreat for MSEs: Exploration of Minis- 
try in Secular Employment with Revd 
Nicholas von Benzon. Details from The 
Abbey 0235 847401. 

Sat 3 OXFORD. SPI-DIR Workshop 
10.30am-4pm, St Andrew ’s Church, Lin- 
ton Road. Sister Alison Mary CSMV leads 
teaching on Julian of Norwich. Cost£4.50. 
Bring own lunch. Applications to An- 
nette Nixon, 17 Wallace Close, Woodley, 
Reading RG5 3HW. 

Sat 3 HIGH WYCOMBE. Festival to 
celebrate life and work of St James’ 
Church Downley. 

Sat 3 WANTAGE. Opera excerpts from 
Rigoletto, Figaro and Carmen. Tickets 
£5/£3 from 02357 4278. 

Sat 3 OXFORD. ‘Freedom is Coming’ a 
seminar at St Clement’s Family Centre, 
Cross Street, 10am -4pm on Southern Af- 
rica with Barney Pityana and Janet Hodg- 
son, sponsored by USPG, Christian Aid, 
Christian Concern for One World and the 
Diocesan Southern Africa Group. Tickets 
£2 from 0865 251222. 

Sat 3 - Thu 15 OXFORD. At St Giles’ 
Church an exhibition of photos of Peru 
called ‘Looking for Gold: Travels to the 
Heart of the World’. Open 12- 2pm week- 
days, 2-5pm weekends. 

Sun 4 - Sun 11 BICESTER. Festival at 
St Edburg’s Church. Exhibitions of paint- 
ings, photographs, sculpture and embroi- 
dery. Plus dance, drama and music. Infor- 
mation from Penny Taylor 0869 252921. 
Mon 5 NEWBURY. Christian Counsel- 
ling Course induction evening. The course 
runs through until April 1993. Weekly 
meetings held at St Mary’s Church Cen- 
tre, Greenham. Contact Daphne Wash- 
brook, 2 Cedar Rise, Newbury RG 1 5 8D Y. 
Wed 7 MILTON KEYNES. Bruce Kent 
will talk at RC Church of St Augustine, 
Heelands at 8pm. 

Fri 9 - Sun 11. LYNDHURST. Retreat 
Weekend at Minstead Lodge led by Sue 
Wiggans. Contact her on 0703 812297. 
Fri 9 OXFORD. Si Andrew’s Church, 
Linton Road 7.30pm. CMS East Asia 
Secretary Revd Peter Leung talks on 
‘Evangelisation - Models in East Asia’. 
Information: Katy Hall: 0865 245509. 
Sat 10 SUTTON COURTENAY. Work- 
shop on the Archbishops’ Commission 
on Church Music. With Patrick Salis- 


bury. Details from the Abbey. 0235 
847401. 

Sat 10 OLD AMERSHAM. St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm: choir of St Brides, Fleet 
Street will sing Faure Requiem and songs 
by Purcell. Tickets £7.50 and £6 tel: 0494 
724525. 

Sat 10 WANTAGE. Concert of songs by 
Schubert and Schumann sung by James 
Gilchrist. Tickets £5/£3 from 02357 4278. 
Sun 11 CHARLBURY. Songs of Praise 
6pm. 

Mon 14 - Sun 27 READING. St Mary ’s 
Church, the Butts. 9am- 3 30pm Mon-Fri. 
9am- 2pm Sat. Exhibition of photographs 
and parish records mounted by the Berk- 
shire Record Office to celebrate Diocesan 
450th Anniversary. 

Fri 16 - Sun 18 OXFORD. Retreat at the 
Carmelite Priory, Boars Hill led by Revd 
John Crowe, Rector of Dorchester. Or- 
ganised by the Fellowship of Contempla- 
tive Prayer. Send £5 deposit to Mrs N.H. 
Petrie, New Yatt Farm, Witney, Oxon 
OX8 6TQ. Tel: 0993 868 244. 

Sat 17 WALSINGHAM. North Bucks 
Church Union day pilgrimage to Wals- 
ingham. Details from Mrs J Tate 0908 
510216. 

NOTICES 

Burford Priory sells hand-printed Christ- 
mas, Easter and prayer cards; notelets, 
icons and prints; and dried flower ar- 
rangements. Ring 0993 823605 2.30- 
5.30pm. 

Book racks for sale. Church reordered so 
no longer needed! Offers invited. Ring 
Thame Church Office 0844 213491 or 
0844 208204. 

Kneelers: two light oak, free-standing 
communion rail kneelers offered free; 
also 60 maroon rexine hassocks. Free 


delivery within Diocese. Ring Revd 
Jonathan White, Prestwood: 02406 2130. 
Clergy holidays in Ireland at special rates. 
Rosemary and Stan Evans run Cairo w- 
meer House in County Clare. B&B with 
traditional breakfast is£10 per night. Plac- 
es available for both lay and ordained 
people and their families who need a 
break. Telephone 010 353 61 368350 or 
Fax 010 353 61368399. 

Vision Statement on Disk. Revd Peter 
Sear is willing to transfer the Vision to 
5.25" DS DD disks in Locoscript or cop- 
ies in ASCII for IBM-compatibles. Can 
also be copied onto 3.5" disks. Send your 
disk, with at least 17K free, plus return 
postage to: Revd P Sear, St Mary’s Vicar- 
age, 17 Church Gate, Thatcham, New- 
bury, Berks RG13 4PJ. 
Hearing-impaired clergy. The second 
AGM takes place 28 October 11.30am - 
3.30pm at Faith House, Tufton Street, 
Westminster. Display, talk on aids and 
resources, sessions for sharing problems 
and ideas. Details from Canon Geoffrey 
Babb, Sacred Trinity Centre, Chapel 
Street, Salford M3 7AJ. Tel: 061 832 
5785. 

Hockerill Teacher Training College 
Reunion. Students who trained between 
1944-46 and who would like to attend a 50 
years reunion please contact Mrs Jo Jen- 
nings, 20 Deane Gate Drive, Houghton- 
on-the-Hill, Leics LE7 9HA Tel: 0533 
432993. 

Help the Homeless. The Porch, a drop-in 
centre for the homeless, is looking for two 
part-time project workers for 20 hours per 
week, including some weekends and eve- 
nings. For job description write: Porch 
Co-ordinator, All Saints Convent, St 
Mary’s Road, Oxford OX4 lRU.Tel0865 
728545. Closing date 18 September. 



Conditions of advertising 


All enquiries concerning advertising in this newspaper should be directed to the 
publishers (OxfordDiocesan Publications Limited) through its printers (Goodhead 
Publishing Limited). 

Advertisements are accepted and published upon the Conditions of Acceptance 
published from time to time by Goodhead Publishing Limited as if in those 
conditions the name of Oxford Diocesan Publications Limited was added to that 
of Goodhead Publishing Limited and references throughout the remainder of the 
document amended accordingly; copies of the Conditions of Acceptance are 
available from Goodhead Publishing Limited upon request. 

In addition Oxford Diocesan Limited and Goodhead Publishing Limited for 
themselves, their servants or agents reserve the right to make any alteration it or 
they consider necessary or desirable in an advertisement and to require blocks or 
copy to be amended to meet its or their approval. 


Bedsitter to Let in modern 
Bungalow in quiet 
WOODLAND SETTING, but 
quite near to station. Woman 
tenant if possible. Rent £30 per 
week. Please Telephone 
Beaconsfield 0494 677084. 

/^Wheelchair Covers\ 

by mail order. 

Beat winter's chills with a 
weatherproof wheelchair cover 
— plain waterproof or cosy 
fleece-lined — navy or red. 
For illustrated leaflet please 
write to: 

Golden Aqe 
310 Cresset Road 
i High Wycombe 
Bucks HP12 4UH 


DAVID J HERRING, Pipe organ, 
Harmonium and Plano Repairer and 
Tuner. Est. 18 years. Tel 0865- 
874590. 


A. R. HARDING 

General Builder^ 

Friendly reliable service, 
all work guaranteed, 
competitive rates. 

Tel: Reading 
(0734) 328002 


U.S.A. HOLIDAY. 10 day Florida 
and Bahamas overbought Corporate 
trips available to the public. Limited 
availability. Only £149.50 pp. Call 
now: 0223 300302. 


I WISH TO BUY 

Old postcards, military medals 
and militaria, English and Foreign 
coins, books and epliemera. 
Particlulary of local interest 

please call anytime 

0494-528092 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book. 

Most subjects considered, 
including religion, memoirs, 
poems and first books. 

AVON BOOKS (TD) 

Aubrey House, 83/85 Bridge Road, 
East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9IIII. 

Member Association of Christian Booksellers. 


PRATTS OF 
DORCHESTER 

Established 1945 

Engine Centre, Short & Full 
Engines, Gearboxes. Large stock of 
manual gearboxes. Differentials — 
large stock. Cylinder Heads — large 
stock. 

★ FITTING SERVICE 
* MoT TESTING STATION Sf£/V> 
Quality and Reliability at ION TUX* 
Reasonable prices 

COURTESY CAR FREE ON MAJOR 
REPAIRS 

Tel: OXFORD 340403 


AUTHORS 

YOUR BOOK PUBLISHED 
All subjects including Memoirs, 
Religion, Poetry, Children's Stories and 
Fiction. New authors welcome. 
Write for details to: 
ADELPIII PRESS (Dept A. 24) 
4/6 Elite Road, London SW6 1TD 


Bible for Computer 

IBM Compatibles or Macintosh 
Choose from the Beet Packages 
Available 

Translations: MV. KJV. NKJ. RSV. NRSV. 

Living. Hefa/Bk TrassliL 
Also: Greek Tools, Bible lllsstrator, PC 
Study Bible, Vises. Nelsons 

Demo disks available — 30 days 
satisfaction guaranteed 

Sunrise Software 
Tel: 0872 77938 

Church Walk • Truro • Cornwall TR1 1JH 



DAVID WASLEY M.A. ATC AMGP 
ARTIST IN STAINED GLASS. 
CONSERVATOR and FERRA- 
MENTA specialist. Tel: 0494 
523978. Somerset House, 145 
London Road, High Wycombe, 
Bucks HP11 1BT. 


New! New! New! New! 

TRIUMPHANT 

LIFE 

by Henk G de Jonge 
£5.99 

ISBN 0948171278 
Available from all good 
bookshops. 

Publisher: 

DIASOZO TRUST 
8-9a Church Square, 
Market Harborough, 
Leicestershire LEI 6 7NB 


CARPET AND FLOORING 
CONTRACTORS 

Specialists in all types of 
floorcovering for: 

• CHURCHES 

• NURSING HOMES 

• HOTELS 

• CONFERENCE CENTRE 

• OFFICES AND BUSINESS 
PREMISES etc. 

For helpful advice and competitive 
prices. 

Contact Steve and Sue Slater, 
“Christians in Carpets”, 

10 St John Street, Wirksworth 
Derbys DE4 4DR 
Telephone: 0773 822084/ 
0629 824815 
Fax: 0629 825748 
evenings: 0629 825160 


FOR SALE 

From 50p 

Secondhand English Hymnals 
with or without music. 

Blue Cross Hymn Books with 
or without music 

Tel: 0844 237068 






Ml DIF Digital 


Interface' la now fitted to avary 
dgitaJ organ and piano. Any instrument 
worn MIDI can uaa Tha Distal Hymn Book to 
play COMPLETELY AUTOMATICALLY (no 


Tha Digital Hymn Book la a a ariaa of floppy 
diaka containing ALL of tha moat popular 
traditional hymna, organ voluntaries and 


C2M. MIDI intorfacoa fltto 


Expand 
tod to n 


Send SAE for our hoc leaflet 'Making tha 
moat of MIDI’, and a complete catalogue of 
too Digital Hymn Book, to: 


•Sound Proof Ltd* 

15 STATHAM CLOSE, LYMM, CHESHIRE 
WA1 3 9NN Tel: 0925 753913 


AUTHORS 

All subjects considered for 
co-partnership publication. 

A complete professional service from 
MS to bookshop shelf. 

Write (without obligation) to: 

JANUS PUBLISHING COMPANY 

Dapt. 4. Duka House, 37 Duka 
Street. London W1M 5DF 
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The DOOR closes with: 


Chalfont St Peter 





THE BEST NEWS 

I was interested to read in the June issue of The DOOR a report on the 
recent Diocesan Clergy Conference. And even more interested in the 
name of the chief speaker, Bishop Ed Salmon — whose consecration 
as the Bishop of South Carolina I attended some two years ago, and for 
which I have an impressive document to prove it. As a parish priest he 
had enjoyed a high reputation in the Episcopal Church for his dedica- 
tion to ‘Church Growth’. There would no doubt have been at the 
Conference many discussions, both private and public, about this 
vexed question of ‘church growth’ in a society seemingly more and 
more alienated from the great church institutions. 

We are bound to ask what was the secret of spectacular church growth 
in the first three centuries of our era which culminated in the accept- 
ance of Christianity as the official religion of the Roman empire. Many 
possible reasons have been adduced to account for it. For example, the 
availability throughout the empire of a convenient and flexible com- 
mon language which made instant communication possible; the Ro- 
man roads along which apostles and evangelists travelled, enjoying the 
benefits of the Pax Romana; the growing disillusionment with the 
empty rites and formularies of the official state religion, allied with a 
proliferation of religious sects as an alternative to them. 

When St Paul was in Athens he found many altars, including one to 
‘the unknown God’ (Acts 17:23). In his public address St Paul 
conceded that the Athenians were ‘very religious’. It was to this 
confusion of competing religions that the apostles and missionaries of 
the early Church were able to speak of a real historic personage, Jesus 
of Nazareth, who had come bringing with him a message about the one 
true God, who had died and risen again on a particular day and in a 
particular place, and was alive for ever more in the hearts of those who 
believed in Him. 

This burning conviction was the secret of church growth then, and it 
remains so still, whatever other aids and resources we may summon to 
our aid. The good news is that this good news is true. 

Stuart Blanch 


The Church of England Pensions Board (td) 
7 Little College Street 
London SW1P3SF 

Reg. charity 236627 


increasingly have to face up to in 
the future. St Peter’s solution has 
been to concentrate on special 
events. House groups come 
together only during Lent and 
Advent, and there are many one- 
off events such as the animal 
service and a service bringing 
together those families who have 
suffered a bereavement during 
the year. Another innovation is 
‘Ready Steady Go(d)’, a 
Christmas Eve all-age service 
which draws in older teenagers, 
university students home on 
holiday and unconfirmed adults 
who may feel the need to do 
something on Christmas Eve once 
the shops have shut. “I think it’s 
very important to use special 
services to reach out to the fringes, 
to people who find it difficult to 
get into main services and may 
need stepping stones to find then- 
way into a pew,” says David 
Murray, Vicar of Chalfont St 


Peter. David Murray was bom in 
nearby Slough, and after 13 years 
at St Peter’s seems very much at 
ease in the community. St Peter’s, 
he says, is “gently Anglo- 
Catholic” but he stresses its role 
as the local parish church, unlike 
the nearby charismatic Baptist 
church which draws members 
from a 20-mile radius. “If four 
people arrive on our doorstep, I 
hope they will be people who live 
in Chalfont St Peter,” he says. 

Keeping a balance between 
church and community activity is, 
therefore, important to him. He is 
Chaplain of Chalfont and Ger- 
rards Cross Hospital, and mem- 
bers of the clergy team regularly 
take services in the seven old peo- 
ple’s homes in the area. And he is 
delighted that residents from the 
National Epilepsy Centre often 
join the congregation. 

If the number of children attend- 
ing a church is a measure of spir- 


itual health, then St Peter’s is in 
fine shape. It has a huge junior 
church of more than a hundred 
children, and when they return 
to church at the Communion they 
perch everywhere — including 
in the pulpit ! The co-ordinator is 
David Murray’s vivacious wife 
Averil, who with enormous en- 
ergy and good humour manages 
to combine church work with a 
full-time career as an RE teach- 
er. She is also local chairman of 
the Children ’ s Society , for which 
the church last year raised £7000. 

David Murray says modestly 
that St Peter’s is “very ordinary”. 
It is in fact an outstanding exam- 
ple of the way a church’s minis- 
try can be successfully adapted 
to fit in with local conditions and 
needs. It is no accident that dur- 
ing services the door is often left 
wide open. The invitation is 
clear; the welcome inside warm. 

Christine Zwart 


OUR WORK IS CARING 


Running eight residential and nursing homes, THE CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PENSIONS BOARD offers security and peace of mind 
to all those retired from the stipendiary ministry. 

A new home has recently opened, increasing places available, but 
funds are urgently needed to build further homes to cope with the 
growing number of pensioners who seek our help. 

Your donation or legacy will help us to continue this much needed 
work for those who have cared for others in the name of Christ. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 
THANK YOU 

A copy of a new appeals brochure, illustrating the Board’s charitable 
work, or words for inclusion in a Will are available from the 
Secretary. 


Growing with the community 


A t the heart of the village 
of Chalfont St Peter is 
St Peter’s Church, 
which has its origins in Saxon 
times when a small community 
began meeting for worship in a 
local landowner’s house, later in 
a wattle and daub church, and 
finally in a small flint building on 
the present site. 

From this small beginning has 
developed a church with two 
daughter churches, five priests 
and a congregation which can 
number more than 150 adults and 
100 children. 

Ministering to a church so close 
to London requires a thoughtful 
approach. Many of the 
congregation are commuters, 
making commitment to regular 
evening meetings almost 
impossible. The Revd Philip 
Ringer, St Peter’s NSM, is a 
commuter himself. At Scotland 
Yard he is better known as Chief 
Inspector Ringer, and every 
he naps on the train “to 


help me disengage from work 
and reintegrate in parish and 
family life”. How people express 
their faith at work with all the 
competing pressures is of 
particular concern to him. “We 
have to be sensitive to what we 


can expect of each other.” 

The area covered by the 
Amersham Deanery is an affluent 
one, and St Peter’s own parish 
share is more than £50,000 a year 
based on the estimated income of 
its congregation, which includes 
bankers, accountants, civil 
servants and managers in London. 
The Revd Bill Gammon, St 
Peter’ s newly priested curate, says | 
that they are often more used to 1 
managing and ministering to \ 
others than being managed and £ 
ministered to, but they have a | 
great deal to offer the church. The £ 
Bishop of Oxford’s new book 7s 
there a Gospel for the Rich ? is, 
he says, very relevant in Chalfont 
St Peter, and he believes that it is 
a question which the Church will 


Chalfont St Peter CE Middle school will have three good reasons to remember 1992. It is the year of its 100th 
birthday, the year that the Bishop of Reading came to rededicate the school, and the year of the pageant — 
the climax to centenary celebrations which depicted events in the history of the school. It involved all 350 
children and some parents, governors and staff including the head teacher, John Underwood, who is pictured 
here with the vicar and pupils after the performance. Mr Underwood played John Hibbert, the landowner 
who first proposed that a piece of land near the church should be used for a school. 
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0296 415003 


POWERCHAIRS and Lightweight 
wheelchair specialist. 

Competitive prices and 
ex-demonstration models. 


Use our experience to 
get the right model for 
your individual needs. 

(0296) 415003 


Population: 14,500. 

Electoral Roll: 376. 

Churches: Parish Church of St Peter’s; 
All Saints, Oval Way; St Paul’s, Horn 
Hill. 

Deanery: Amersham. 

History: St Peter’s dates from the 1 1th 
Century. The medieval stone church 
collapsed during a storm in 1708, and 
the church was rebuilt in brick and flint, 
then extended in the 19th Century. All 
Saints’ was built in 1917 as a daughter 
church, to serve the housing develop- 
ments expected in the area. The little 
Church of St Paul was built in the fields 
in about 1 850 to serve the farming com- 
munity. 

Clergy: Revd David Murray, Vicar; 
Revd Jonathan Sibley, Priest in Charge 
of All Saints’; Revd Bill Gammon, As- 
sistant Curate; Revd Leonard Warriner, 
Hon Assistant Priest; Revd Philip Ring- 
er, NSM. 

Church Wardens: Mr Ian Hayward, 
Mr Peter Hardy. 

Sunday Services: St Peter’s - 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Family Eucharist, 
6.30pm Evensong; All Saints’ - 8am 
Holy Communion, 10 15am Eucharist; 
St Paul’s 6.30pm Evensong (Eucharist 
once a month). 

Weekday Services: St Peter’s — Holy 
Communion 10am on Wednesday and 
8pm on Thursday. Mattins (9.15am) 
and Evensong (5pm) said Tuesday to 
Friday. All Saints’ — Holy Commun- 
ion 10am Tuesday, 7.30pm Wednesday 
and 9am Saturday. 

Other services at St Peter’s: Annual 
service for the bereaved; annual hospi- 
tal service at St Luke’s tide; annual 
service for those who attend Red Cross 
centre; annual open air carol service; 
services for brownies, guides and scouts; 
informal monthly evening service; 
monthly healing service; twice-month- 
ly mothers and toddlers service. Regu- 
lar mums and under-fives service and 
monthly Benediction at All Saints’ 
Hymn Books: Ancient and Modern 
Revised, English Hymnal, 100 Hymns 
for Today, Junior Praise, Sing to God. 
Choir: Mixed Choir of 35 at St Peter’s, 
andl2 at All Saints. 

Children’s Church: At St Peter’s 100 
children and 30 teachers meet in the 
middle school and the church hall. Di- 
vided into four groups from crdche to 
Pathfinders. All join the adult congre- 
gation at Communion. At All Saints, 25 
children in Sunday School, and mums 
and under-5s meet monthly. 

Youth Club: Crosskeys forover-14s at 
St Peter’s run by Christine and Victor 
Patterson. 

Bells: Team at the parish church. 
Mission link: Dr Scott at Kwa Nkono 
Hospital in Tanzania through USPG. 
Urban links: Support for Church Army 
and charities for the homeless. 

Other activities: prayer group; house 
groups; training course for children’s 
teachers; stewardship programme; close 
links with nearby National Epilepsy 
Centre. 1991 shared in an ecumenical 
mission. Very active Children’s Socie- 
ty Committee. 
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word, the love of God and In His Son Jesus Christ and, 
through the Holy Spirit, to draw people into a loving ami 
ever deepening relationship with God and one another. 
The Church strengthens us to work for a world in which 
all human beings are able to flourish, physically, 
emotionally and spiritualty, and in which the 
environment is cared for. It thereby acts as a sign of that 
divine kingdom in which the whole created order will find 
its proper fulfillment. 


The Way Forward 


Vision and Priorities 
for the development 
of our life in Christ 

/ We, your Bishops, meeting in Synod on June 27, 1992, 
set forth this Vision and these priorities for consideration by 
every member of our Diocese. The priorities are the result of nearly 
two years’ discussion and consultation. The absence of a 
particular concern does not mean it is unimportant, but these are 
areas where particular priority needs to be given at the moment. / 

+Richard, +Simon, + Anthony and +John 

The section headed TARGETS has been left blank in order that you may 
fill this in in the light of your own circumstances. The Bishops ask every 
person, parish, deanery, board, council and synod to set appropriate 
targets and to keep its life under review in the light of these priorities 


PRIORITIES: 


A) Personal Spirituality 

All Christian prayer is a sharing in the unceasing prayer of Christ to the Father, present in the Church, 
his body, and gathered up in the Eucharist. In order for this sharing to be a reality, our personal 
prayer needs to be deepened. This means not only a regular spiritual discipline but a renewed sense 
of the living God in every aspect of our lives. The renewal of our worship together is inseparable 
from the renewal of our own spirituality. 

• Targets 

I/we seeking the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit set the following target(s) as appropriate to 
my /our ministry and circumstances. 



Suggested areas in which targets might be set: 

Every clergy person is expected to have a spiritual director/ companion/soul friend. Many more lay 
people would welcome such a person for themselves. Retreats and Quiet Days are a growing feature 
of our life, and need appropriate budgetary provision. Local and Deanery Schools of Prayer 
encourage churches to work together in this area. In view of the wide- spread ignorance of the Bible, 
people need help to rediscover the Bible as a sustaining source for their life of prayer, service and 
discipleship. Prayerful contemplation of social issues is a good agenda for spiritual direction and 
schools of prayer. A regular use of the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer Can deepen our sense of praying 
together and for one another. 




B) Christian Generosity: 

To give is to share in the generosity of God. To give is to discover a new liberation. Giving is a sign 
of the spiritual renewal of the church and the commitment of each one of us. Tithing, that is, giving 
one tenth of our income for the work of God, is an expression of our seriousness about this, and has 
been commended by the Diocesan Synod. 


• Targets 

I/we seeking the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit set the following target(s) as appropriate to 
my/our ministry and circumstances. 


Suggested areas in which targets might be set: 

Regular teaching on Christian giving in every parish, a lead on the spiritual dimension of this being 
given by Bishops and clergy. The Biblical principal of tithing, in which the ministry and mission of 
the Church is a crucial component, has long been accepted by some in the Diocese. And in the light 
of the Synod motion, needs to be put before all of us in a gentle and sensitive way. 
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C) Integration of Faith and Work: 

Our faith needs to be expressed in our work and at our work. 

There is a particular need to help people working in industry, finance and commerce to 
work out their Christian vocation in those spheres. But whether our work is at home or 
outside, whether it is paid or voluntary, we need to strive for greater integration. 


•Targets: 

l/we seeking the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit set the following targetfs) as 
appropriate to my/our ministry and circumstances. 


E) Sharing the Faith: 

Helping people come to faith and be integrated into the life of the Christian community is an 
essential task of the church. This requires a sensitive response to the leading of the Holy 
Spirit. Many have the gift to share their faith with others in a natural way and we all need to 
be encouraged and helped to give a reason for the hope that is in us. Sharing the faith, to 
be credible, is inseparable from our witness to Christ shown in our concern for human 
need. 

•Targets: 

l/we seeking the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit set the following targetfs) as 
appropriate to my/our ministry and circumstances: 


Areas in which targets might be set: 

Our worship can reflect this priority, more often than it does now, in its prayers, readings 
and sermons. Faith and Work groups exist in some parishes. Non-Stipendiary Ministers 
in secular employment can be a special focus for this concern, as can many Readers.Our 
Industrial Missioners have insights which can be used. 


D) Clergy Development: 

Lay people (no less than clergy) are in the front line of Christian Ministry. Clergy have the 
special privilege and responsibility of serving lay people, enabling them to fulfil their 
Christian vocation. Clergy, most of whom are still full-time stipendiary, need help to’ 
develop their skills and talents by appropriate courses and opportunities for assessment. It 
is vital for the health of the whole Church that clergy receive all the help they need to keep 
their vision fresh and their ministry developing. 

• Targets: 

l/we seeking the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit set the following targetfs) as 
appropriate to my/our ministry and circumstances: 


Suggested areas in which targets may be set: 

Each clergy person to engage regularly with a colleague on a mutual assessment of 
ministry. On the basis of this assessment every clergy person to take up appropriate 
courses under the Continuing Ministerial Education programme. Budgetary provision for 
this and for more clergy sabbaticals will need to be made. All clergy, stipendiary and non- 
stipendiary, to be encouraged to talk to their Area Bishop about the development of their 
ministry. 


Suggested areas where targets might be set: 

To keep under continuing review how people can best be helped to 
come to Christian faith. The educational resources of the 

Diocese are available to help people grow in understanding oftheir own faith, so they can 
be more confident in sharing it with others. Helping people who are coming to faith to be 
integrated in the life of the Christian community presents a major challenge. Many parishes 
find that groups, especially small ones, in which people can feel at ease are indispensable. 
There is a need for worship in a variety of idioms, that people find accessible as well as 
numinous. Each natural centre of population to be encouraged to initiate a major outreach 
in 1994. Wherever possible these will be ecumenical as well as local. In country areas this 
may be based on a network of villages. There are many, small rural churches in the 
Diocese and some of them need help to revitalise their links with the local community. Our 
communication to the secular world, through the media, is an important component in an 
effective witness. 



Swanwick clergy conference, 1989 
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The way forward 



F) Solidarity With 
Those in Need: 


Our Christian thinking, praying and action needs to be rooted in a real relationship with 
those in need, with the weak and vulnerable and powerless. This relationship will be one in 
which we have as much, if not more, to receive us to give. This solidarity will be expressed 
not only through acts of individual kindness and generosity but also by considering the 
major economic and political questions of our time from the point of view of their effect on 
the most disadvantaged. 

• Targets: 

l/we seeking the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit set the following target(s) as 
appropriate to my/our ministry and circumstances. 


Suggested areas in which targets might be set: 

The Diocese to develop links with one or more overseas dioceses.The Diocese to continue 
to monitor its policies on housing, investment, etc. and to affirm the work with single 
mothers, the deaf and other groups we serve through the BSR. Each parish to deepen its 
relationship with those in need both locally and through the wider church (e.g. by links with 
urban priority areas and parishes overseas) in a process of sharing, learning and growing. 


G) Work with Children and 


Young People: 


Those children and young people who are already part of our church, to be fully affirmed in 
their present membership and enabled to grow. Those vast numbers with little or no church 
contact, to be reached with fresh and imaginative forms of ministry. 

•Targets: 

l/we seeking the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit set the following target(s) as 
appropriate to my/our ministry and circumstances. 


Suggested areas in which targets might be set: 

A special emphasis on children and young people in 1 993, led by the Bishops, with 
appropriate parish, deanery and diocesan events, including a pilgrimage to Taiz6 in August. 
Deaneries or groups of parishes within a deanery to strengthen their work with children and 
young people by collaborating and sharing resources. We have 284 church schools in the 
Diocese, which together have over 40 thousand pupils. These to be supported as an 
important form of Christian service and witness to the community. In addition we have 
specific legal responsibilities in connection with the teaching of religious education in all 
schools and there is a great need to support Christian teachers. 


C 



All photos in this supplement (except where indicated) by Frank Blackwell 



H) Working together 

“Never do separately what can and should be done together.” This remains a basic principle 
of the ecumenical movement, one which needs to be expressed at every level of church life. 
A number of deaneries are pioneering ways of making the deanery a more effective unit. 
Clergy Chapters are developing a new cohesion. Most congregations are stressing the 
importance of co-operative working between clergy and lay people. 

•Targets: 

l/we seeking the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit set the following target(s) as 
appropriate to my/our ministry and circumstances: 


Suggested areas in which targets might be set: 

Support for the work of the County Ecumenical Council, so that all our work, e.g. our 
educational schemes'and initiatives inconnection with the Decade of Evangelism are as 
fully ecumenical as possible. All deaneries to pursue ways of working more closely 
together, sometimes with special projects. Those who will feel themselves to be 
disadvantaged by the November 1992 vote on the Ordination of Women to the priesthood to 
be supported in every possible way. The ministry of the whole people of God to be 
encouraged, including the special ministry open to older members of congregations and the 
opportunities available for members of ethnic minorities in the church to assume positions of 
responsibility in every area of church life. 
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Catching the Vision 


The Decade of Evangelism and the Vision and Priorities statement challenge us to rethink our 
Church life. We do so in a time of finacial cuts and fewer stipendiary, and a world where the 
rumour of God seems harder to detect The Diocesan Institute and its three Archdeaconry 
Training Schemes are there to help and encourage not only Church leaders but ordinary 
Christians to respond to these changes and challenges and to grow with them. Here, the 
Director of the Institute and the Principals of the Area Training Schemes and the Oxford 
Ministry Course talk about their vision for education and training in our Diocese : 


Learning to be a 
better Church 

The Diocesan Institute provides 
education and training through- 
out the parishes for the leader- 
ship of the Church. It also pro- 
vides ordinary people in ordi- 
nary congregations with the 
opportunity for personal growth 
and development in their Chris- 
tian life and witness. 

There is a course or workshop 
going on somewhere in the Dio- 
cese almost every day. Although 
the three Schemes differ across 
the three areas, 
they do provide a 
common core cur- 
riculum which is 
basically the train- 
ing for Readers in 
the Diocese as well 
as a variety of oth- 
er courses accord- 
ing to request and 
need. And nowit’s 
also our job to 
nudge parishes and 
clergy into helping 
us design new 
courses which will 
address the priori- 
ties in the Vision 
paper. 

For what you do 
in the parish and to 
sharpen what you 
need in the way of 
courses, the Parish 
Resources Depart- 
ment, as described 
in the box oppo- 
site, is available. 

It’s part of a strat- 
egy for preparing the Church to 
address the tremendous problems 
and changes that face us. With 
fewer clergy, fewer people go- 
ing to church and with possibly 
fewer people knowing about God 
it’s a very different situation from 
even 20 years ago. This means 
that we must try to re-imagine 
the parish in a different way. 
Collaborative ministry sounds 
formidable, but it j ust means cler- 
gy and laity working together. 
We just have to think through 
new ways of doing it and the 
Church needs help in educating 
and training people to those new 
ways. Many of our courses are 


about that. All our work is about 
enabling the Church to be itself 
better. 

The ingredients of a wonderful 
new cake are already there. I 
suspect that with the Decade of 
Evangelism, with the Vision and 


Priorities Paper and with the fact 
that there are going to be fewer 
stipendary clergy, that new cake 
is now likely to be baked. 

Vincent Strudwick, 
Director of the Institute 

Doing it together 

The Institute is committed to 
training clergy and laity togeth- 
er, and some of the clergy cours- 
es will be offered alongside lay 
people. We are always delighted 
when candidates or course par- 
ticipants come along with their 
vicar, curate or other member of 
the parish staff, because that ac- 


tually helps the whole process 
of re-imagining the parish and 
developing the kind of work 
people can do. 

However, the Church overall 
has been slow to see the need to 
be honest with its own profes- 


sionalism and to offer its sti- 
pendary and non-stipendary 
clergy the chance to keep up to 
date, and explore and share their 
ideas and work together. That’s 
something which, working with 
Beau Stephenson, in the minis- 
try department, we hope will be 
available across the Diocese 
from 1993 onwards. It would 
be for all clergy who are in post. 
There will also be emphasis on 
the need for non-stipendary 
clergy and Readers to encour- 
age their own ministry through 
courses, reading weeks, or 
whatever is appropriate. 

There will be opportunities 
for catching up on more recent 
academic work in New and Old 
Testament studies, as well as 
working with people from oth- 
er disciplines such as counsel- 
ling and care organisations. 
There will be courses on con- 
servation, buildings and stained 
glass, and the chance to spend 
more time with oneself, either 
on a retreat or looking at one’s 
own spiritual direction. 

We are hoping that some peo- 
ple might actually wish to set 
their own agenda. They might 
undertake their own pilgrim- 
age or spiritual journal, or re- 
flect on part of their ministry 
and give themselves space to 
ground some of their teaching 
and day to day living in a way 
that is not normally possible 
with all the pressures of parish 
life. 

Nicholas Cranfield 
Nicholas Cranfield is the former 
Principal of the Berkshire 
Christian Training Scheme. He 
has recently been appointed 
Chaplain of Selwyn College, 
Cambridge. Simon Baker (see 


Who's Who) is at present the 
acting Principal 

Christians with 
L-plates 

As soon as you mention the word 
training or educa- 
tion, some people 
think it is only for 
the intellectually 
super-able, or for 
the very commit- 
ted. But Chris- 
tians are always 
learners. We al- 
ways have L- 
plates. In our 
Archdeaconry 
Training Scheme 
what we’re trying 
to do is, first of 
all, say that Chris- 
tian learning or 
learning about 
God concerns the 
whole of one’s 
being. So we have 
run courses not 
only on intellec- 
tual subjects but 
in practical things 
such as flower 
arranging and 
banner-making. 
Through the cre- 
ative nature of courses like these 
we hope to draw in those on the 
edges who have felt hurt by the 
Church in the past, or who have 
just found it irrelevant to them or 
who may not dare to go through 
a church door. 

We find that through our cours- 
es we can also build bridges with 
people from different Christian 
traditions. On one course we are 
having a Baptist tutor and a Ro- 
man Catholic priest tutor. 

Housewives sit next to rear- 
admirals, vicars next to bank 
managers — but talking about 
an interest, whether it is carpen- 
try or prayer, with people who 
are also on a journey of faith, can 
be such a release for some people 
that it enables them to start on 
their faith journey. 

The courses are frequently life- 
changing, drawing people into a 
deeper understanding not only 
of themselves but also about how 
they can serve. It doesn’t matter 
how old we are, if we open our- 
selves to learn more about God 
then we are inviting Him to 
work within us. Time after time 
people say: ‘Well, I don’t know 
what’s happening here, but I have 
a real sense that God wants me to 
be a Sunday School teacher or a 
Reader or a welcomer or even a 
flower arranger,” and that can 
extend into the whole area of the 
mission of the Church and lead- 
ership development in the local 
congregation. 

Philip Roderick 

Personal 

transformation 

While searching for a symbol 
for the Oxford Area Christian 
Training Scheme we were drawn 


to the broom tree in 1 Kings 19:4 
as a symbol of transformation 
which we know takes place in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. It is 
both a transformation of people 
and communities and we try to 
provide the space and resources 
for this to happen. 

However, broom trees have a 


life span of only a few years, and 
that should remind us not to set 
our structures in cement but to 
remember that education and 
training needs to be renewed by 
fresh vision from time to time. 

Brian Pettifer 

Building bridges 

Breaking down barriers and 
building bridges has been part of 
the Church’s rediscovery of its 
ministry — a ministry for every- 
one. 

You can see it happening on 
our courses where the much- 
vaunted comprehensiveness of 
the Church of England is seen at 
its best, and representatives from 
every conceivable tradition of 
the Church learn together, en- 
riching each other’s understand- 
ing of what it means to be a 
Christian. 

Other bridges are being built 
through our Diocesan Institute 
Ministry Course. If you go to a 
theological college you inevita- 
bly leave a secular job and a local 
community behind, whereas the 
part-time students on our course 
come in the evening straight from 
work or from a school governors 
meeting and bring those con- 
cerns with them into their theo- 
logical reflection. Then they go 
out again taking their progress in 
thinking theologically back into 
their work and home communi- 
ty. 

When they are ordained that 
enables them to have a very dis- 
tinctive role within the whole 
collaborative ministry of the 
Church. They can focus upon 
the concerns of the workplace 
and of the local community be- 
fore the gathered congregation 
of the church in prayer and in 
worship and in discussion. In 
that way there are actually build- 
ing a bridge between the or- 


dained minister’s view and the 
lay persons concerns outside the 
church. These changes under- 
line the fact that there is no long- 
er a sharp division between the 
gathered Church on Sunday and 
the dispersed Church at work, 
Monday to Friday. It is all part of 
the rediscovery of the whole min- 


istry of the church and of what 
it means to live as a servant of 
Christ in the world. 

It is possible that the shortage 
of finance and of full-time cler- 
gy has concentrated the mind, 
and helped to bring these chang- 
es about. But its important to 
realise that they are not second 
best, but a real rediscovery of 
the Church as Christ meant it to 
be. 

Gill Sumner 


What’s on offer? 

Creative courses 
Flowers for Festivals (Q 
Advent Reflections in Painting and 
Prayer ( Q 

Designing Modem Church 
Embroidery (C) 

In the Church 
Leading House Groups (C) 
Children in Church (Q 
The Church in the Village (C) 
Young People in the Rural 
Church (O) 

In the Community 
Fostering (Q • 

Hospital Visiting (C) 

An Introduction to Counselling (B) 
Something different 
Adrian Plass from 
a Bouncy Castle (Q 
The Archdeacon requests the 
pleasure - 

a day for churchwardens and 
deputies (B) 

Put out into the deep 
Certificate in Christian Theological 
Studies (O) 

Lord Teach us to Pray (O) 
Beginning the Greek New 
Testament (Q 
Forward in Healing (O) 
(C=Chiltem; B= Bucks; O = 
Oxford) 

• This only a small selection from 
the Archdeaconry programmes. 
Something similar is probably 
available in your area. Consult the 
Who 's Who list on this page and 
contact your nearest Pro- 
gramme Director or Area 
Representative . 


Who’s Who in the Diocesan institute 

Director : Vincent Strudwick, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 ONB. Telephone: 244566. Secretary: Gill Pratley. 

Berkshire Christian Training Scheme 

Acting Principal: Simon Baker, The Vicarage, Church Lane, Shinfield, 
Reading, RG2 9BY. Telephone: 0734 883363. 

Programme Directors 

Bracknell and Reading:: Acting Programme Director: Simon Baker (address 
as above); Newbury : Hazel Johnston, 1 1 The Glade, Newbury \Sinoden 
(Wallingford area): Ian Beckwith, 10 St Leonard’s Lane, Wallingford; 
Abingdon: David Bryan, 33 Mattock Way, Abingdon; Wantage and the Vale:: 
Jim Payne, 1 Timberyard Cottages, Shellingford. 

Buckinghamshire Area Christian Training Scheme 

Principal: Philip Roderick, 18 Sunters Wood Road, High Wycombe, HP12 
4DZ. Tel. 0494 521605. 

Programme Directors 

Chiltem:: Philip Roderick (address as above); Cottesloe: Judy Rees, 15 
Weston Road, Great Horwood; Milton Keynes Training Commission:: Ian 
Jagger, 2 Hoopers Gate, Widen, Milton Keynes; Thamesway: Acting 
Programme Director Jeremy Hurst, 3 St Mary’s Road, Langley, Slough. 

Oxfordshire Area Christian Training Scheme 

Principal: Brian Pettifer. 23 Botley Road, Oxford 0X2 OBL 0865 727444. 
Atm Co-ordinator (North Oxfordshire): Stuart Currie 0295 264961 . 

Area Representatives 

Aston / Cuddesdon: Gill Blackshaw 0865 89051 ; Banbury: Stuart Currie 0295 
264961 ; Bicester: Penny Wood 086 97 310; Chipping Norton: Annette 
Silvester 0993 830155; Henley: Richard Chown. 0491 575735; Jean Coates. 
0491 680626; Witney: Claire Titcomb 0993 771234; Ron Glitheroe 0993 
702731 ; Woodstock: Ann Shukman 086 983 761 . 

Oxford Ministry Course 

Principal : Vincent Strudwick (Address as above). 

Associate Principal: Gill Sumner, 9 Chalfont Road, 

Oxford OX2 6TL. 0865 580r23. 

(Send to the appropriate principal for a brochure) 



Our vision and priorities in action 

How to move forward 

If we really are to turn our vision into a reality we need to take 
action. If a congregation is a very small one the PCC may decide 
to set only one or two targets to start with, selecting those priority 
areas which are most pressing in their local situation. Once the 
targets have been confirmed, decisions will need to be taken about 
how each target is to he achieved: 

• what has to be done 

♦ who will do it 

• what resources will be needed 

* when will It be done by 

♦ how will it be known that the target has been readied 

Where to get help 

For a congregation wanting to help to set targets in the eight 
subject areas (eg ‘Personal Spirituality % ‘ Sharing the Faitb ’) there 
will be a small ‘Help Yourself folder available from the Parish 
Resources Department in the Autumn. 

The Archdeaconry Parish Development Advisers are also availa- 
ble to work with PCCs or larger groups in reviewing parish life and 
planning ahead. Contact numbers are: 

Oxforshire Archdeaconry: Barbara Doubtfire (0993 812095) 
Berkshire Archdeaconry: Celia Learn (0734 353407) 

Buckingham Archdeaconry: Anne Faulkner (0753 525935) 

Parish Resources Department at Church House (Tel 0865 244566): 

Adult Education and Team Leader: Keith Laradin 

Children’s Work: Roger Fray 

Evangelism: David Winter 

Stewardship: David Haylett 

Youth and Community Work: Peter Ball 







